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EURASIAN REGIONAL LANGUAGE PROGRAM

Spring, Summer and Fall 2012
Academic Year 2012-2013
A program of ACTR American Council of Teachers of Russian and

ACCELS American Councils for Collaboration in Education and Language Study

(Divisions of American Councils for International Education)

Intensive training in the languages of Eurasia

American Councils offers academic-year, semester, and summer programs for language study in Central Asia, the South Caucasus, Belarus, Moldova, Ukraine and Russia.  (In Russia, this program is offered in cities other than St. Petersburg, Moscow and Vladimir; if you wish to study in one of these cities, you should apply to the Russian Language and Area Studies Program).

Recent participants have studied:

· Armenian in Yerevan;

· Azeri in Baku;

· Georgian and Chechen in Tbilisi;

· Kazakh in Almaty;

· Romanian/Moldovan in Chisinau;

· Persian (Tajiki/Farsi/Dari) in Dushanbe;

· Uzbek in Dushanbe;


Ukrainian in Kyiv.

Programs are also available for the study of Buryat, Kyrgyz, Tatar, Tuvan, and Yakut.  (Students seeking to study languages not listed here should contact the American Councils outbound office at 202-833-7522).

Application Deadlines:

Spring Semester

October 1

Summer Program

March 1

Fall Semester


March 15
Academic Year Program
March 15
Eurasian Regional Language Program Applications are available on the website: www.aceurasiaabroad.org

PROGRAM INFORMATION

Approximate Program Dates

Spring semester:
January 23 – May 14
Summer program:
June 4 - August 8
Fall semester:
August 27 - December 20
Academic Year:
August 27 - May 16
Eligibility Requirements

Graduate students, advanced undergraduates, and working professionals who have completed two years of college-level Russian, target, or related language with an Intermediate-High proficiency level of that language may apply to the Eurasian Regional Language Program.  (American Councils may request a telephone Oral Proficiency Interview to verify language level).  

Admissions

Admission to the Eurasian Regional Language Program is competitive and is based on language ability, academic record, and references.  An outside selection committee comprised of at least two experts in the target language and second-language acquisition make all selection decisions. American Councils outbound staff may interview applicants as part of the admissions process. All applications will receive consideration without regard to any factor such as race, color, religion, sex, sexual orientation, national origin, marital status, political affiliation, or disability.

Academic Program

The academic program is designed to improve students’ oral, listening, and reading proficiency in the language of study.  Course work is typically includes classes in phonetics, grammar, and conversation as well as composition, oral comprehension, and reading.  Courses in literature, history, politics, culture, and area studies are available for students with advanced language skills.

Students are enrolled in either small group classes or individual tutorials.  If enrolled in small-group classes, they receive approximately twenty hours per week of in-class contact hours; if studying in tutorials, participants are provided approximately fifteen contact hours per week, with the understanding that each tutorial hour will require at least two hours of preparation outside the classroom.  All classes are conducted in the target language by full-time faculty from leading local universities and educational institutions who have extensive experience teaching foreign students.

Academic Credit

All American Councils programs are accredited through Bryn Mawr College, an institutional member of American Councils.  Upon successful completion of the program, Bryn Mawr issues 8 undergraduate or 10 graduate hours of credit for the summer program, 16 undergraduate or 15 graduate hours of credit for the fall or spring semester program, and 32 undergraduate or 30 graduate hours of credit for the academic year program.

Homestay Housing

Program participants live with local host-family in all Eurasian countries.  Living with a local family provides a valuable cultural experience and complements the academic portion of the exchange.  Past participants have consistently evaluated the experience very highly.  All families are screened, selected, and monitored by local American Councils’ staff.  They provide two meals per day; participants are guaranteed private rooms, and telephone access.

Pre-Departure Orientation

Before leaving the U.S., program participants attend a mandatory orientation program at the American Councils Washington, D.C. office.  Orientation sessions address health and safety, Eurasian academic culture, host-family life, culture shock and strategies to maximize language gain.  Participants also have a chance to meet and get to know fellow participants.  Lodging and meals are provided.
In-Country Support and Orientation

American Councils 34 regional offices, employing more than 300 U.S. expatriates and host-country nationals, arrange academic affiliations, classes, housing, medical care and in-country transportation for participants.  American Councils regional staff also conduct an in-country orientation upon participant's arrival and provide ongoing logistical support, including an emergency contact-person who is available at all times to participants.

Peer Tutoring

Participants are offered the chance to meet people their age for two hours per week.  Peer tutors introduce participants to local young people, accompany participants on sightseeing tours, organize cultural activities (cinema, museum, etc.), and provide students with academic support.  The peer tutors are expected to speak only the local language.  

Insurance and Medical Facilities

Today, western-style clinics operate in most major cities of Eurasia, and American Councils overseas staff are available at all times to assist participants in receiving the best medical care available.  All participants are automatically enrolled in a Cultural Insurance Services International plan that provides medical coverage of up to $250,000 per accident or illness.  The CISI plan also provides full coverage for emergency medical evacuation
Visas

All participants are provided with a single-entry visa to the country of study for the duration of the academic program.  Any other visas required by participant individual itineraries are student responsibility.

Financial Aid

Financial aid is available to both undergraduate and graduate students as well as working professionals.  Graduate students and applicants who have completed at least a B.A. and intend to enroll in a graduate degree program are eligible for partial fellowships from the U.S. Department of State (Title VIII). Graduate students with an interest in area studies should address the policy relevance of the program in their essays.  Student who have completed a bachelor’s degree but have not yet enrolled in a graduate program should also write about their proposed plans for obtaining a graduate degree.  Undergraduates are eligible for partial fellowships from the U.S. Department of Education (Fulbright-Hays), and those who are interested in a teaching career should indicate this interest and discuss their career plans in the statement of purpose.  Only U.S. citizens are eligible for these awards. American Councils also provides limited financial aid to a small number of applicants each year.  To apply for financial aid, please complete a CSS profile form and the enclosed American Councils Financial Aid Application.  See the attached information sheet and application form for complete instructions.


  Please note: Some of the best sources of funding for American Councils programs can be found at your home institution.  Universities, colleges, and state and federal governments make funding for study abroad available to students through college or university financial aid or international programs offices.  Be sure to consult with your financial aid counselor well in advance of the time you wish to participate in our program.  It is your responsibility to understand the requirements and deadlines of your home institution regarding all financial aid funds.  Since institutions differ in this respect, only your financial aid office can tell you what types of aid they permit you to use for our program, and what you need to do to transfer your aid.  

Program Costs*

Spring 2012: $12,100 PLUS airfare

Summer 2012: $4,900 PLUS airfare
Fall 2012: $12,100 PLUS airfare
Academic Year 2012-13: $22,500 PLUS airfare
Please note: Costs are subject to change.

Refund Policy

Please refer to http://www.aceurasiaabroad.org/node/19 for the American Councils refund policy.
APPLICATION INSTRUCTIONS

Please read the entire application carefully before beginning to complete it.  Your completed application should be postmarked by the appropriate deadline and consist of the following materials:
•
Application pages 1 – 5
•
Statement of purpose in English:  Your statement of purpose should be approximately 500-words long, and should discuss all information relevant to your decision to study the target language at this point in your academic career.  Graduate students applying for financial aid must include in this essay how their current work or future career plans will benefit US policy makers in gaining a better understanding of Eurasia (including social, cultural, economical aspects).  Undergraduates applying for financial aid and who intend a teaching career should indicate this interest and discuss their career plans in the statement of purpose.
•
Essay in target language:  A 500-word essay in the target language in which you plan to concentrate or Russian (may be neatly handwritten) with an emphasis on your interest in studying the chosen Eurasian language.  We strongly encourage you to address a specific topic in your essay and to keep in mind that this essay may be reviewed by the faculty if you are selected to participate in the program.  Feel free to contact American Councils with any questions concerning essay content or other application instructions.  This essay must be entirely your own work, without help, correction, or revision by any other person.  Submitting an essay that is not entirely your own work will automatically disqualify your application.  Please note that selection committee members can recognize essays that have been heavily edited or corrected by native speakers. 

•
Current resume 
•
Three personal reference forms:  Of the three personal reference forms, at least one must be from an instructor capable of assessing your current knowledge of the target language.  Additional references must be from people who have known you over an extended period of time in an academic or professional capacity.  If you have been on a previous study program, your group leader should submit one of your references.  References must be submitted in a sealed envelope with the writer’s signature across the flap.  ** Recommendations may not come from family members or friends.
•
Official transcripts:  You should provide official transcripts of all college and university level coursework, including all special summer programs.  Transcripts must be submitted in sealed envelopes with a stamp or signature across the back.

•
Agreement and release form 

•
Processing fee:  A check or money order should be made out to American Councils for the non-refundable processing fee of $35.  Please note: there is a $35 bank fee for every check that bounces.

· Financial aid application: Financial aid is available to undergraduate and graduate students as well as working professionals.  Graduate students and applicants who have completed at least a B.A. and intend to enroll in a graduate degree program are eligible for partial fellowships from the U.S. Department of State (Title VIII). Graduate students with an interest in area studies should address the policy relevance of the program in their essays.  Student who have completed a bachelor’s degree but have not yet enrolled in a graduate program should also write about their proposed plans for obtaining a graduate degree.  Undergraduates are eligible for partial fellowships from the U.S. Department of Education (Fulbright-Hays), and those who are interested in a teaching career should indicate this interest and discuss their career plans in the statement of purpose.  Only U.S. citizens are eligible for these awards. American Councils also provides limited financial aid to a small number of applicants each year.  To apply for financial aid, please complete a CSS profile form and the enclosed American Councils Financial Aid Application.  See the attached information sheet and application form for complete instructions.
· A photocopy of the inside page of your passport showing expiration date, passport number, your photograph, date of birth, and signature:  You must have a passport which is valid for at least six months after the end of your program.  If you do not have a current passport, you should apply for one immediately and attach a note to this application estimating when you will receive it.  It can take as long as two months to receive a new passport.  In addition, you passport must contain at least one blank visa page (not amendment page).  If you don not have a blank visa page, you will need to apply immediately for supplemental pages.  PLEASE NOTE: Your visa will display the same name and passport number as those appearing on the photocopy you submit to American Councils.  Do not in any way amend your passport, or apply for a new one, after submitting your photocopy to American Councils.

* If you hold a U.S. green card, please provide a copy of your passport and your green card.
•
Medical forms and requirements:  Medical forms are not required for application to the program.  However, final acceptance is contingent upon receipt of medical evaluation forms and immunization records completed by the applicant's physician.  American Councils will provide these forms to finalists with award letters. 
If you have any questions regarding the application or the program, please contact the American Councils Russian and Eurasian Programs office at (202) 833-7522 or by e-mail at outbound@americancouncils.org 

Please send completed application to:

American Councils, Russian and Eurasian Outbound Programs

1828 L St., NW

Suite 1200

Washington, DC 20036

