	BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION
	Eurasian Regional Language Program

	
	1. NAME:
	     
	
	     
	
	     
	

	
	
	last name
	
	first name
	
	middle name
	

	

	
	2. AGE:
	  
	
	3. DATE OF BIRTH:
	     
	
	4. SEX: 

 (select one)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 MALE

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 FEMALE
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	

	
	5. CITIZENSHIP:
	     
	
	6. SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER:
	     
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	7. PLACE OF BIRTH:


	     
	
	     
	
	     
	
	     
	

	
	
	city
	
	state
	
	country
	
	*( if you were born in Russia please also give the year you emigrated)
	

	

	
	8. PASSPORT NUMBER:
	     
	
	EXPIRATION DATE
	     
	

	
	(passport must be valid for eighteen months after the start of the program)
	

	

	
	9. IS A COPY OF YOUR PASSPORT, SHOWING NUMBER, SIGNATURE, PHOTOGRAPH, DATE OF BIRTH, AND DATE OF EXPIRATION, ATTACHED TO THIS APPLICATION? 

PLEASE NOTE: Your passport must be valid for at least six months after your intended program ends.  It can take as long as two months to receive a new passport.  Your visa will display the same name and passport number as those appearing on the photocopy you submit to American Councils: do not in any way amend your passport, or apply for a new one, after submitting your photocopy to American Councils.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 YES

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 NO
	

	

	
	10. E-MAIL ADDRESS:
	     
	
	

	

	
	11. CURRENT ADDRESS:
	     
number and street, apartment number

     
     
     
city

state

zip


	

	

	
	12. CURRENT PHONE:
	DAY
	     
	EVENING
	     
	

	
	
	
	area code and phone
	
	area code and phone
	

	

	
	13. PERMANENT ADDRESS:
(if different from current)
	     
umber and street, apartment number

     
     
     
city

state

zip


	

	

	
	14. PERMANENT PHONE:
	DAY
	     
	EVENING
	     
	

	
	
	
	area code and phone
	
	area code and phone
	

	

	
	15. EMERGENCY CONTACT: 
	     
     
name

relationship to you

     
number and street, apartment number

     
     
     
city

state

zip

     
     
home area code and phone

work area code and phone

     
email address


	


	Application
Eurasian Regional Language Program

American Councils for International Education: ACTR/ACCELS

This application is free of charge and may be duplicated

Applications should be typewritten if possible;

otherwise, please PRINT legibly in black ink.



	NAME:
	     
	
	ACADEMIC AFFILIATION:
	     
	


	PROGRAM INFORMATION

	
	1. PROGRAM PERIOD:
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Spring 2012
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Summer 2012
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Fall 2012
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Academic Year 2012-13
	

	

	
	2. INTENDED LANGUAGE OF STUDY:.
	     
	

	

	
	3.CITY OF PREFERENCE:
	     
	

	

	
	4. CURRENT ACADEMIC AFFILIATION : (if none, leave blank)
	     
	

	
	
	
	

	

	
	5. CURRENT ACADEMIC LEVEL:   
	

	
	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 First year undergraduate

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Sophomore

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Junior

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Senior- Graduation month/year __     __
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 MA program,       - Year

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 PhD program,       - Year

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Not enrolled: please indicate when you completed your degree(s) __     __
	

	

	
	6. CONTACT INFORMATION OF YOUR STUDY ABROAD OFFICE (if applicable)


	     
name of study abroad advisor
     
email address
     
office area code and phone

	

	

	
	7. EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND: List all colleges and universities you have attended, beginning with most recent.  For “degree/date,” enter the month and year of graduation; if you have not yet graduated, put the expected month and year of graduation.
	

	
	Institution

Dates of Attendance

Field of Study

Degree/Date

     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     

	


	American Councils for International Education: ACTR/ACCELS

	NAME :
	     
	
	ACADEMIC AFFILIATION
	     
	


	
	8. EURASIAN LANGUAGE STUDY:  List all formal or informal study of the language(s) of your host country.  Continue on another sheet if necessary.
	

	
	Language

Place of Study

Length of Study
Dates
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     

	
	
	

	

	
	9. PREVIOUS TRIPS TO OR STUDY ABROAD IN EURASIA: Please list any previous language study programs in Eurasia in which you participated.
	

	
	City and Country
Dates

     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     

	

	

	
	10. PROFICIENCY IN OTHER FOREIGN LANGUAGES: Please list the number years and location(s) of your study of foreign languages other then Russian.
	

	
	Language

Place of Study

Length of Study
Dates
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     

	

	

	
	11. FINANCIAL AID: Are you applying for financial aid from American Councils?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 YES
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 NO
	

	
	If yes, a CSS PROFILE form must be filed by the appropriate American Councils deadline.
	

	

	
	12. TRANSCRIPTS: Have you requested that transcripts of all college or university level work be sent to American Councils?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 YES
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 NO
	

	


	American Councils for International Education: ACTR/ACCELS

	NAME :
	     
	
	ACADEMIC AFFILIATION
	     
	


	
	13. PERSONAL REFERENCES: List names and addresses of three persons who have agreed to complete personal reference forms for you.  At least one reference must be familiar with your current knowledge of Russian.  If you have previously traveled in Eurasia, your group leader should provide a reference.
	

	
	1). 

     
name

     
     
     
     
     
number and street

city

state

zip

country


	

	
	2). 

     
name

     
     
     
     
     
number and street

city

state

zip

country


	

	
	3). 

     
name

     
     
     
     
     
number and street

city

state

zip

country


	

	

	
	14. FURTHER APPLICATION INFORMATION

These questions are for research purposes only.  They have no bearing on your selection into the program.
	

	
	MILITARY SERVICE:
	Have you ever performed military service or been involved in the armed forces?  
	

	
	If yes, please explain:
	     
	

	

	
	LANGUAGE BACKGROUND: 
	

	
	Are you a native speaker of English?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 YES
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 NO
	

	
	Are you a native speaker of a language other than English?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 YES
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 NO
	

	
	
	If so, what language(s)?
	     
	

	
	Do you speak English at home?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 YES
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 NO
	

	

	
	What are your career plans?
	

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 A. International relations, foreign service

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 G. Research/teaching in Eurasian related field

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 B. Government

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 H. Scientific research

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 C. Business

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 I. Health professions, medicine

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 D. Teaching, other than Eurasian language
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 J. Engineering

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 E. Law

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 K. Other:      
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 F. Teaching Eurasian language

	

	

	
	ARE YOU APPLYING TO ANY OTHER STUDY PROGRAMS IN EURASIA?   If so, which ones?
	

	
	     
	

	
	


	American Councils for International Education: ACTR/ACCELS

	NAME :
	     
	
	ACADEMIC AFFILIATION
	     
	


	
	HOW DID YOU HEAR ABOUT THE AMERICAN COUNCILS PROGRAM?  Please check one or more of the following:
	

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Study abroad office
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Email Message
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 American Councils web page
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Professor
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 ACTR newsletter
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Conference (give details below)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Program Alum
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Listserv Announcement
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other journal (give details below)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Program brochure

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Other (give details below)

	

	
	Other:
	     
	

	

	
	HAVE YOU APPLIED TO ANY PREVIOUS AMERICAN COUNCILS PROGRAMS?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
YES
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
NO
	

	
	If so, please indicate for which program you applied and whether or not you participated.
	

	
	Program period applied for: 
	     
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
Participated
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Did not participate
	

	
	
	

	
	15. CERTIFICATION: I certify by my signature below that all of the information in this application is true and complete to the best of my knowledge.
	

	

	
	
	Signature:
	     
	Date:
	     
	

	
	
	

	
	American Councils will inform you of any information that is missing 

after we have received and processed your application.


	

	
	
	


American Councils for International Education: ACTR/ACCELS
Eurasian Regional Language Program

Statement of Purpose

	Name:
	     
	
	     
	
	     
	
	Program:
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Spring 2012
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Summer 2012
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Fall 2012
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Academic Year 2012-13
	

	
	Last name
	
	First
	
	MI
	
	
	
	


	     


use additional 8 1/2" x 11" sheets as necessary)

(do not write on the back of this sheet)
American Councils for International Education: ACTR/ACCELS
Eurasian Regional Language Program

Regional Language Essay

	Name:
	     
	
	     
	
	     
	
	Program:
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Spring 2012
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Summer 2012
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Fall 2012
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Academic Year 2012-13
	

	
	Last name
	
	First
	
	MI
	
	
	
	


	     


(use additional 8 1/2" x 11" sheets as necessary)

(do not write on the back of this sheet)
American Councils for International Education: ACTR/ACCELS
Eurasian Regional Language Program

Financial Aid Application

Information and Instructions

*If you would like to receive financial aid, it is very important that you follow these directions carefully.  It is important to submit your financial aid information well before the American Councils application deadline as it takes several weeks for the forms to be processed and received by American Councils.  American Councils is not responsible for delayed or incorrect forms.  Please consult with your home institution's Study Abroad and Financial Aid offices or the American Councils Russian and Eurasian Programs Office for more information.

American Councils offers partial scholarships to eligible program participants funded through US Department of State (Title VIII), US Department of Education (Fulbright-Hays), and American Councils.  These scholarships are based in part on need. Only U.S. citizens are eligible for these awards.   To determine the financial strength of your family as compared to other families, we ask you to complete the CSS Financial Aid PROFILE form.  See the instructions on the next page on how to get a PROFILE form.  After you receive your PROFILE form from CSS, complete it, and send it in for processing, it will take CSS approximately 2 weeks for your information to reach American Councils.  Be sure to give yourself plenty of time to meet our application deadline for the PROFILE form.  You should keep copies of the PROFILE for your records.  It is not necessary to send American Councils a copy of the form.

Financial aid is available to undergraduate and graduate students as well as working professionals.  Graduate students and applicants who have completed at least a B.A. and intend to enroll in a graduate degree program are eligible for partial fellowships from the U.S. Department of State (Title VIII). Graduate students with an interest in area studies should address the policy relevance of the program in their essays.  Student who have completed a bachelor’s degree but have not yet enrolled in a graduate program should also write about their proposed plans for obtaining a graduate degree.  Undergraduates are eligible for partial fellowships from the U.S. Department of Education (Fulbright-Hays), and those who are interested in a teaching career should indicate this interest and discuss their career plans in the statement of purpose.  Only U.S. citizens are eligible for these awards. American Councils also provides limited financial aid to a small number of applicants each year.  To apply for financial aid, please complete a CSS profile form and the enclosed American Councils Financial Aid Application.  See the attached information sheet and application form for complete instructions.

If you are a graduate student or have completed an undergraduate degree and wish to apply for financial aid through the Department of State, you should:

· Check "yes" on question 29. 

· Complete the American Councils Financial Aid form (attached)

· Complete a CSS Profile form on line (instructions on next page)

· Address in your statement of purpose ways in which your future studies and/or career will benefit US national interests by enabling US policy makers to better understand Eurasia.  Please note: American Councils encourages applications for Title VIII support from graduate students in all fields of the humanities, languages and social sciences.

If you are an undergraduate and wish to apply for Financial Aid through the Department of Education, you should: 

· Check "yes" on question 29. 

· Complete the American Councils Financial Aid form (attached)

· Complete a CSS Profile form on line (instructions on next page)

· In your statement of purpose, describe your interest in teaching and/or the education field.

If you wish to apply for American Councils financial aid, you should:

· Check "yes" on question 29.

· Complete the American Councils Financial Aid form (attached)

· Complete a CSS Profile form on line (instructions on next page)

American Councils for International Education: ACTR/ACCELS
Eurasian Regional Language Program

Financial Aid Application

Information and Instructions (Continued)
The CSS Financial Aid PROFILE registration form can be obtained:


a) via the internet on the World Wide Web: www.collegeboard.org


b) by phone: 1-800-778-6888 (for those living outside the U.S., Canada, or Puerto Rico, 

call 1-305-626-4729)


c) at your home institution's Financial Aid office


**When filling out this form, for item #15, enter American Councils' code number: "2707".

You can now complete your PROFILE online at www.collegeboard.com. This is the fastest method for reporting.
NOTE: ACTR cannot award ANY financial aid without receiving your PROFILE report from the CSS.

Other possible sources of funding include:

· The National Security Education Project has funded many participants in the past. For more information, visit the websites http://nsep.aed.org/ (graduate students) and www.iie.org/nsep (undergraduate students). 

· Many colleges and universities also provide financial aid for participation in American Councils programs. 

· The Benjamin A. Gilman International Scholarship may be applicable to this program. The online application is now available at the Gilman Program website: www.iie.org/gilman.

American Councils for International Education: ACTR/ACCELS
Eurasian Regional Language Program

Financial Aid Application


o  Summer 20____
o  Fall 20____
o  Spring 20____
o  Academic Year 20____ - ____

Name  ___________________________________  Academic Affiliation  ______________________________________

Please check the appropriate space:
_____ undergraduate
_____ graduate
_____ not currently enrolled

Expected Date of Graduation:    ___________________________________________  (please indicate month and year)

What forms of financial aid, if any, have you received for your undergraduate and graduate education to date?  Please specify the amount from each source:

	Type of award
	Undergraduate
	Graduate

	Scholarship/fellowship
	     
	     

	Loan (specific type)
	     
	     

	Other (specific type)
	     
	     


If your highest completed degree is a B.A., do you plan on applying to a graduate school? _____________________
If yes, when, where and what field of study? _______________________

List the total amount of your assets in cash, savings, and checking accounts:
$____________________

Taxable income:  (past year)  $____________________
(current year)  $____________________

Total accumulated debt:  (educational loans)  $___________________
(other debt)  $____________________

What are the economy round trip transportation costs between your point of departure and Washington, D.C. (site of the pre-departure orientation)?  $____________________

From what sources other than American Councils do you expect to receive funding?  Please list total for each source indicated.  (Use a separate sheet if necessary.)  ___________________________________________________________________________________

Keeping in mind that American Councils has partial scholarships only to help offset program costs, what amount of financial aid are you requesting from American Councils?  $_________________________(please give a dollar amount)

Do you authorize the Financial Aid Committee to consult with your FA officer concerning this application? _____ yes 
_____no

Have you completed an application for a CSS PROFILE report using the information above?
_____ yes 
_____no

If no and you are requesting need-based financial aid, please do so.  If yes, when? _________________________ 

*Please note: American Councils must receive the original Financial Need Analysis Reports directly from CSS.

I certify by my signature that the above information is correct and complete.

Signature  _________________________________________________________  Date  ___________________________

American Councils for International Education: ACTR/ACCELS
Eurasian Regional Language Program

Personal Reference Form Cover Sheet

To the Applicant:

Before sending to the recommender, please fill out the top portion of the form and indicate to which American Councils program you are applying and the appropriate deadline.  

To the Recommender:

In the space below, please write an evaluation of the language proficiency and/or personal qualities of the above-named applicant to the American Councils Eurasian Regional Language Program.  The program includes intensive language study on a small-group or individual basis.  Participants are expected to have an intermediate to advanced level of Russian, the target language, or a similar language.  It will be helpful to the selection committee if you can comment specifically on the applicant's fluency in Russian and/or the target language, general stamina, sense of responsibility and humor, and other qualities that contribute to individual endurance under stress.  Keep in mind that the success of this rigorous program depends on each student's ability to meet the academic, emotional and physical demands upon him/her.  Thank you for your cooperation.

The scale below should be used when completing question number three of the American Councils Personal Reference Form.  It is adapted from the ILR/ACTFL proficiency guidelines.

a)  Speaking Ability

0     unable to function

0+   able to satisfy some basic survival needs using memorized utterances

1     basic survival needs and courtesy requirements as well as autobiographical information; some accuracy throughout

1+   able to satisfy most survival and some social demands with some spontaneity in language production; fluency  is uneven

2     able to satisfy routine social demands and social requirements

2+   communicates readily on concrete topics and in areas of special interest; grammar and vocabulary generally strong

3     able to speak the language with sufficient structural accuracy to participate effectively in most formal and  informal

       conversations

4     speaking ability near or equal to that of an educated native

b)  Reading Ability

0     no functional ability

0+   reads only simplest material

1      reads simple material for informative or social purposes

1+    reads simple paragraphs for personal communication, information, or recreational purposes

2      reads authentic material on familiar topics

2+    can read most factual information in non-technical prose and discussions on concrete topics related to special interests

3      reads a wide range of publications on a variety of topics

4      reading ability near or equal to that of a native speaker

c)  Listening Ability

0      no practical ability

0+    recognizes memorized phrases and longer phrases in context

1      understands utterances about basic survival needs and very familiar topics at a slow rate

1+    understands short conversations about most survival needs and limited social conventions

2      limited understanding of routine social conventions and some school or work requirements at normal speed

2+    understands most conversations on familiar topics (school, work, well-known current events) at normal speed

3      understands the target language in most situations (discussions, radio broadcasts, non-technical lectures and  areas of special  

        interest, films)

4      understanding near or equal to that of an educated native speaker
American Councils for International Education: ACTR/ACCELS
Eurasian Regional Language Program

Personal Reference Form

	To the Recommender:  Thank you for taking the time to complete this form and write an evaluative statement about the applicant listed below.  Your frank assessment of the applicant will play a vital role in our efforts to select students who are fully prepared for the challenges of a study abroad program and to make a positive contribution to the overall success of the program.

	Applicant:
	     
	
	Academic 
Affiliation:
	     
	

	

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Spring 2012
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Summer 2012
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Fall 2012
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Academic Year 2012-13
	

	

	I hereby waive my rights to inspect and review the Personal Reference form, with the understanding that the document will be used only for purposes of evaluating my qualifications for participation in an American Councils program in the Eurasia by the selection committee, and will not be available to any other institution, organization or private party.

	Signature:
	     
	
	Date:
	     
	


	This section to be completed by reference:

	1.  How long and in what capacity have you known the applicant?  
	     
	

	

	2.  GENERAL EVALUATION:  Please indicate the applicant's ability and professional competence in comparison with other  individuals you have known at similar stages in their careers.

	
	Lower

50%
	Average

50-75 %
	Above Average 75-90%
	Superior

Top 10%
	Outstanding Top 5%
	Top

1-2 %
	

	a) Intellectual ability
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	

	b) Academic potential/motivation
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	

	c) Emotional stability/ social maturity
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	

	d) Cultural sensitivity 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	

	e) Responsibility
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	

	f) Flexibility/Adaptability
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	

	

	3.  LANGUAGE EVALUATION of 
	     
	language

	Please specify basis of evaluation:
	     
	

	

	a) Speaking ability
	     
	
	b) Reading ability
	     
	
	c) Listening ability
	     
	

	

	4. Considering the challenge of adjusting to new cultures and situations that require great tact,  social sensitivity, maturity, and personal integrity during an intensive period of study in Eurasia, would you recommend  this applicant for participation

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 highly
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 with reservations
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 not at all
	

	5. EVALUATIVE STATEMENT:  Please write an evaluative statement on a separate piece of paper and submit it with this form. Include reference to strengths and weaknesses of candidates, seriousness of purpose, and your estimation of performance (academic and emotional) in the program. 
	

	Signature
	     
	
	Date
	     
	
	Phone
	     
	

	Name
	     
	
	Position
	     
	

	Address
	     
	

	
	     
	

	

	Please return this form to the applicant in a sealed envelope signed across the flap, so that the applicant may meet the following deadlines:

	Spring: October 1st
	Summer: March 1st
	Fall/Academic Year: March 15th


American Councils for International Education: ACTR/ACCELS
Eurasian Regional Language Program

Personal Reference Form Cover Sheet

To the Applicant:

Before sending to the recommender, please fill out the top portion of the form and indicate to which American Councils program you are applying and the appropriate deadline.  

To the Recommender:

In the space below, please write an evaluation of the language proficiency and/or personal qualities of the above-named applicant to the American Councils Eurasian Regional Language Program.  The program includes intensive language study on a small-group or individual basis.  Participants are expected to have an intermediate to advanced level of Russian, the target language, or a similar language.  It will be helpful to the selection committee if you can comment specifically on the applicant's fluency in Russian and/or the target language, general stamina, sense of responsibility and humor, and other qualities that contribute to individual endurance under stress.  Keep in mind that the success of this rigorous program depends on each student's ability to meet the academic, emotional and physical demands upon him/her.  Thank you for your cooperation.

The scale below should be used when completing question number three of the American Councils Personal Reference Form.  It is adapted from the ILR/ACTFL proficiency guidelines.

a)  Speaking Ability

0     unable to function

0+   able to satisfy some basic survival needs using memorized utterances

1     basic survival needs and courtesy requirements as well as autobiographical information; some accuracy throughout

1+   able to satisfy most survival and some social demands with some spontaneity in language production; fluency  is uneven

2     able to satisfy routine social demands and social requirements

2+   communicates readily on concrete topics and in areas of special interest; grammar and vocabulary generally strong

3     able to speak the language with sufficient structural accuracy to participate effectively in most formal and  informal

       conversations

4     speaking ability near or equal to that of an educated native

b)  Reading Ability

0     no functional ability

0+   reads only simplest material

1      reads simple material for informative or social purposes

1+    reads simple paragraphs for personal communication, information, or recreational purposes

2      reads authentic material on familiar topics

2+    can read most factual information in non-technical prose and discussions on concrete topics related to special interests

3      reads a wide range of publications on a variety of topics

4      reading ability near or equal to that of a native speaker

c)  Listening Ability

0      no practical ability

0+    recognizes memorized phrases and longer phrases in context

1      understands utterances about basic survival needs and very familiar topics at a slow rate

1+    understands short conversations about most survival needs and limited social conventions

2      limited understanding of routine social conventions and some school or work requirements at normal speed

2+    understands most conversations on familiar topics (school, work, well-known current events) at normal speed

3      understands the target language in most situations (discussions, radio broadcasts, non-technical lectures and  areas of special  

        interest, films)

4      understanding near or equal to that of an educated native speaker
American Councils for International Education: ACTR/ACCELS
Eurasian Regional Language Program

Personal Reference Form

	To the Recommender:  Thank you for taking the time to complete this form and write an evaluative statement about the applicant listed below.  Your frank assessment of the applicant will play a vital role in our efforts to select students who are fully prepared for the challenges of a study abroad program and to make a positive contribution to the overall success of the program.

	Applicant:
	     
	
	Academic 
Affiliation:
	     
	

	

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Spring 2012
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Summer 2012
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Fall 2012
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Academic Year 2012-13
	

	

	I hereby waive my rights to inspect and review the Personal Reference form, with the understanding that the document will be used only for purposes of evaluating my qualifications for participation in an American Councils program in the Eurasia by the selection committee, and will not be available to any other institution, organization or private party.

	Signature:
	     
	
	Date:
	     
	


	This section to be completed by reference:

	1.  How long and in what capacity have you known the applicant?  
	     
	

	

	2.  GENERAL EVALUATION:  Please indicate the applicant's ability and professional competence in comparison with other  individuals you have known at similar stages in their careers.

	
	Lower

50%
	Average

50-75 %
	Above Average 75-90%
	Superior

Top 10%
	Outstanding Top 5%
	Top

1-2 %
	

	a) Intellectual ability
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	

	b) Academic potential/motivation
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	

	c) Emotional stability/ social maturity
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	

	d) Cultural sensitivity 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	

	e) Responsibility
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	

	f) Flexibility/Adaptability
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	

	

	3.  LANGUAGE EVALUATION of 
	     
	language

	Please specify basis of evaluation:
	     
	

	

	a) Speaking ability
	     
	
	b) Reading ability
	     
	
	c) Listening ability
	     
	

	

	4. Considering the challenge of adjusting to new cultures and situations that require great tact,  social sensitivity, maturity, and personal integrity during an intensive period of study in Eurasia, would you recommend  this applicant for participation

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 highly
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 with reservations
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 not at all
	

	5. EVALUATIVE STATEMENT:  Please write an evaluative statement on a separate piece of paper and submit it with this form. Include reference to strengths and weaknesses of candidates, seriousness of purpose, and your estimation of performance (academic and emotional) in the program. 
	

	Signature
	     
	
	Date
	     
	
	Phone
	     
	

	Name
	     
	
	Position
	     
	

	Address
	     
	

	
	     
	

	

	Please return this form to the applicant in a sealed envelope signed across the flap, so that the applicant may meet the following deadlines:

	Spring: October 1st
	Summer: March 1st
	Fall/Academic Year: March 15th


Eurasian Regional Language Program

Personal Reference Form Cover Sheet

To the Applicant:

Before sending to the recommender, please fill out the top portion of the form and indicate to which American Councils program you are applying and the appropriate deadline.  

To the Recommender:

In the space below, please write an evaluation of the language proficiency and/or personal qualities of the above-named applicant to the American Councils Eurasian Regional Language Program.  The program includes intensive language study on a small-group or individual basis.  Participants are expected to have an intermediate to advanced level of Russian, the target language, or a similar language.  It will be helpful to the selection committee if you can comment specifically on the applicant's fluency in Russian and/or the target language, general stamina, sense of responsibility and humor, and other qualities that contribute to individual endurance under stress.  Keep in mind that the success of this rigorous program depends on each student's ability to meet the academic, emotional and physical demands upon him/her.  Thank you for your cooperation.

The scale below should be used when completing question number three of the American Councils Personal Reference Form.  It is adapted from the ILR/ACTFL proficiency guidelines.

a)  Speaking Ability

0     unable to function

0+   able to satisfy some basic survival needs using memorized utterances

1     basic survival needs and courtesy requirements as well as autobiographical information; some accuracy throughout

1+   able to satisfy most survival and some social demands with some spontaneity in language production; fluency  is uneven

2     able to satisfy routine social demands and social requirements

2+   communicates readily on concrete topics and in areas of special interest; grammar and vocabulary generally strong

3     able to speak the language with sufficient structural accuracy to participate effectively in most formal and  informal

       conversations

4     speaking ability near or equal to that of an educated native

b)  Reading Ability

0     no functional ability

0+   reads only simplest material

1      reads simple material for informative or social purposes

1+    reads simple paragraphs for personal communication, information, or recreational purposes

2      reads authentic material on familiar topics

2+    can read most factual information in non-technical prose and discussions on concrete topics related to special interests

3      reads a wide range of publications on a variety of topics

4      reading ability near or equal to that of a native speaker

c)  Listening Ability

0      no practical ability

0+    recognizes memorized phrases and longer phrases in context

1      understands utterances about basic survival needs and very familiar topics at a slow rate

1+    understands short conversations about most survival needs and limited social conventions

2      limited understanding of routine social conventions and some school or work requirements at normal speed

2+    understands most conversations on familiar topics (school, work, well-known current events) at normal speed

3      understands the target language in most situations (discussions, radio broadcasts, non-technical lectures and  areas of special  

        interest, films)

4      understanding near or equal to that of an educated native speaker
American Councils for International Education: ACTR/ACCELS
Eurasian Regional Language Program

Personal Reference Form

	To the Recommender:  Thank you for taking the time to complete this form and write an evaluative statement about the applicant listed below.  Your frank assessment of the applicant will play a vital role in our efforts to select students who are fully prepared for the challenges of a study abroad program and to make a positive contribution to the overall success of the program.

	Applicant:
	     
	
	Academic 
Affiliation:
	     
	

	

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Spring 2012
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Summer 2012
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Fall 2012
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Academic Year 2012-13
	

	

	I hereby waive my rights to inspect and review the Personal Reference form, with the understanding that the document will be used only for purposes of evaluating my qualifications for participation in an American Councils program in the Eurasia by the selection committee, and will not be available to any other institution, organization or private party.

	Signature:
	     
	
	Date:
	     
	


	This section to be completed by reference:

	1.  How long and in what capacity have you known the applicant?  
	     
	

	

	2.  GENERAL EVALUATION:  Please indicate the applicant's ability and professional competence in comparison with other  individuals you have known at similar stages in their careers.

	
	Lower

50%
	Average

50-75 %
	Above Average 75-90%
	Superior

Top 10%
	Outstanding Top 5%
	Top

1-2 %
	

	a) Intellectual ability
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	

	b) Academic potential/motivation
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	

	c) Emotional stability/ social maturity
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	

	d) Cultural sensitivity 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	

	e) Responsibility
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	

	f) Flexibility/Adaptability
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	

	

	3.  LANGUAGE EVALUATION of 
	     
	language

	Please specify basis of evaluation:
	     
	

	

	a) Speaking ability
	     
	
	b) Reading ability
	     
	
	c) Listening ability
	     
	

	

	4. Considering the challenge of adjusting to new cultures and situations that require great tact,  social sensitivity, maturity, and personal integrity during an intensive period of study in Eurasia, would you recommend  this applicant for participation

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 highly
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 with reservations
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 not at all
	

	5. EVALUATIVE STATEMENT:  Please write an evaluative statement on a separate piece of paper and submit it with this form. Include reference to strengths and weaknesses of candidates, seriousness of purpose, and your estimation of performance (academic and emotional) in the program. 
	

	Signature
	     
	
	Date
	     
	
	Phone
	     
	

	Name
	     
	
	Position
	     
	

	Address
	     
	

	
	     
	

	

	Please return this form to the applicant in a sealed envelope signed across the flap, so that the applicant may meet the following deadlines:

	Spring: October 1st
	Summer: March 1st
	Fall/Academic Year: March 15th


Eurasian Regional Language Program

Agreement and Release

Name  ____     ______________________________ Academic Affiliation  ____     __________________

I understand that I am responsible for my own behavior at all times while participating in the Eurasian Regional Language Program and I accept the authority of the American Councils for International Education overseas office directors to dismiss me from the program or send me home at any time without reimbursement if I prove uncooperative with the program's goals and objectives.

Academic Purpose Pledge

(Required of all Participants)

I certify that I am not now employed, and I pledge that I will not under any circumstances become employed, with or without compensation, to perform any service in any capacity whatsoever for any private or governmental person, organization or agency of any kind, outside of an internship arranged for me while on the Eurasian Regional Language Program.  (Agencies or representatives of the United States government should not solicit any service to be performed by you during your stay in Eurasia on a program sponsored by the American Councils for International Education.)  I will inform a representative of American Councils for International Education immediately if anyone solicits any such service.  I acknowledge that any violations of this pledge will result in my immediate dismissal from the program and that I will be sent home from Eurasia at my own expense and without any reimbursement.

Permission for Emergency Treatment

To Applicants and their Parents:

On rare occasions emergencies will develop that require medical care, hospitalization, or surgery for a participant.  So that such treatment can be administered without delay, please sign the following statement authorizing representatives of the American Councils for International Education to secure any necessary treatment.

In the event of injury or illness to myself/my son/daughter/ward, ______     _____________, born _____     _______________,


name

date
I/we authorize any representative abroad of the American Councils for International Education to secure any necessary treatment, including the administration of an anesthetic and surgery.

Applicant's signature (if 21 or over)


Parents' or guardians' signature(s) (if applicant is under 21)

_______     ______________   Date  ______     ______
___________     _____________     Date _____     __





____________     _______________     Date __     ___

Release

American Councils for International Education is not able to assume responsibility for damage to or loss of property, personal illness, bodily injury, emotional distress or death while a participant is in the program.  We require each applicant and his/her parents or guardian to sign the following statement as an indication that his/her position is understood and accepted.

We hereby release American Councils for International Education, any college or university serving as a sponsor of the Eurasian Regional Language Program, and their respective directors, officers, members, and agents from any and all claims and causes of action for damage to or loss of property, personal illness or injury, or death arising out of any travel or activity conducted by or under the control of the American Councils for International Education or any college or university serving as sponsor of the Eurasian Regional Language Program.  In the event of a denial or non-issuance of a visa by the government of the host country or a restriction on travel to Eurasia imposed by the government of the USA, the responsibility of American Councils for International Education shall consist exclusively of reimbursement of tuition and fees according to the American Councils refund policy.

Applicant's signature (if 21 or over)


Parents' or guardians' signature(s) (if applicant is under 21)

________     _______________   Date  ____     __
__________     _________________   Date ____     __





___________     ________________   Date ___     __

American Councils for International Education: ACTR/ACCELS
Eurasian Regional Language Program

Application Checklist
Please send following items by the appropriate deadline to the address below:

American Councils for International Education

Attn: Outbound Programs

1828 L St., NW

Suite 1200

Washington, DC 20036

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Completed application form 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Statement of Purpose 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Regional Language Essay

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Current Resume 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Three letters of recommendation (may be submitted separately).

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Official Transcripts (may be submitted separately).

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 $35 processing fee (check or money order). 


 *Please note: there is a $35 bank fee for every check that bounces.


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Agreement & Release form.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Photocopy of the inside page of your passport, clearly showing photograph, passport number, and expiration date and green card, if applicable.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Financial Aid form (if applicable)

