American Council of Teachers of Russian

Olympiada of Spoken Russian

Overall Procedures

Commissions I and II

In commissions I and II each student is encouraged to prepare a narrative for each topic.  Questions and answers are provided in the Olympiada Materials for Students and Teachers  (http://www.americancouncils.org/pdfs/olympiada_materials_2004.pdf) only as guidelines for creating the student's narratives.  (Feedback from Moscow judges indicated a need for more narrative and less question/answer format.)

Students will draw three tickets from those offered.  All tickets are presented face down.  Each ticket lists one topic.  The student will choose one of the three tickets drawn and will present a narrative on this topic.  At all levels judges are encouraged to ask follow-up questions.

Commission III

For the reading section of Commission III, texts were selected by level of difficulty for retell and discussion.  Students will receive these texts before the Olympiada and prepare one of them.  Questions for the texts included in the packet are merely suggested guidelines for retelling the story.

The student will hand a copy of the selected text to the judge and retell the story in his/her own words.  Levels III to V should be prepared for follow-up questions from the judges.

For the poetry section of Commission III, poems were selected to appeal to students.  You may select other poems, but please keep in mind that for Levels III to V a poem must have at least 16 lines.  Students at all levels must recite their poems from memory and without notes.  In Levels III to V students are also expected to: 

· explain why they chose their poem,

· explain the meaning of their poem,

· know something about the poet.

Judging

Judges are a very integral part of a successful Olympiada.  In order to facilitate their task, suggested guidelines for judging each commission are provided at http://www.americancouncils.org/pdfs/olympiada_judges.pdf .
Criteria for scoring can be briefly summarized as follows:


For Levels I and II the most important criterion is the delivery of the message: can the narrative be understood by a native speaker?


For Levels III to V the accuracy of grammar and a variety of vocabulary and structures become increasingly important. 

Medal Criteria:  It is suggested that all Olympiadas use the 100-point scale, with the following score/medal correspondences:

· 90-100 points - Gold Medal

· 80-89 points - Silver Medal

· 70-79 points - Bronze Medal

· below 70 points - Honorable Mention

Procedure:  Judges in each of the three commissions will assign a score of 1 to 100.  The Olympiada Chair will total the scores earned in the three commissions and divide by three.  

Heritage Learners and Native Speakers

Heritage Learners are students who arrived in the United States up to and including age 10, from NIS countries.  This makes schooling in Russian the essential criterion.  The Heritage Learners are to be placed in their own separate category and will be eligible for finalist positions for the Vladimir summer program.

Heritage Learners will register for one level higher than the course in which they are enrolled in school.  They should prepare the same material as other participants and they compete on the level for which they are registered.  Scores for Heritage Learners will be tabulated separately.

The Native Speaker category is for students from homes where Russian is the principle spoken language and for students from bilingual homes. 

Native Speakers are to be judged using the Level IV-V materials and criteria.

Conclusion

All of you "Olympians" know, of course, that it is impossible to prepare students adequately for the Olympiada in a matter of days.  It is suggested that teachers incorporate the Olympiada materials in their curriculum, beginning in September.  If, for instance, "St. Petersburg" is a topic in a particular unit, the teacher may want to use the corresponding Olympiada materials to supplement the textbook.

If you are not yet an "Olympian", you are encouraged to consider participating.  It is indeed a rewarding experience for students and teachers, as well as excellent PR.  To those who have not yet decided, try using some of these materials with your students.  They can be used for oral work, dialog preparation and presentation, individual reports, etc.  Some teachers use them as a tool for short paragraph/composition writing.

Each school will automatically receive certificates and medals upon successful completion of their respective Olympiadas from George Morris at ACTR Member Services.
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