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Application
TITLE VIII SOUTHEAST EUROPEAN LANGUAGE TRAINING PROGRAM
The Title VIII Southeast European Language Training Program provides language training opportunities in Southeast Europe for scholars in the humanities, social sciences, linguistics, and area studies. Programs are funded by the United States Department of State’s Program for Research and Training on Eastern Europe and the Independent States of the Former Soviet Union (Title VIII). Programs are administered by American Councils for International Education: ACTR/ACCELS.
This application is free of charge and may be duplicated. Applications should be typewritten if possible; otherwise, please PRINT legibly in black ink.

ADDRESS FOR SUBMITTING APPLICATIONS:

Program Officer, Title VIII Southeast Europe Programs
American Councils for International Education: ACTR/ACCELS

1828 L St, NW, Suite 1200

Washington, D.C. 20036

(202) 833-7522

http://researchfellowships.americancouncils.org

Application Deadline: October 1st, 2011
Materials postmarked on the 1st will be accepted. 


I. PROGRAM DESCRIPTION

The Language Training Program is open to U.S. graduate students, Ph.D. candidates, faculty and scholars at different professional levels for opportunities to conduct language study in Southeast Europe. Countries included are Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, Kosovo, Macedonia, Montenegro, Romania and Serbia. Language training fellowships typically provide international round trip airfare from the fellow's home city to her/his host-city; monthly living and housing stipend; visa (if necessary); health insurance; tuition. All academic activities are conducted by members of university faculty in the target language. Classes focus on vocabulary expansion, development of conversational skills, grammar, phonetics, syntax and stylistics, and literature and linguistics. Courses in literature and cultural studies may be available depending on the student’s language proficiency. Participants must study language in the field for at least one consecutive month. The maximum duration of the grant is nine consecutive months.

II. GENERAL PROVISIONS


Applicants may apply to only one Title VIII-funded American Councils program per application cycle. The Title VIII programs administered by American Councils include the Combined Research & Language Training program, Research Scholar program, and Southeast European Language Training program. If you have questions about which program you are best suited for, please contact American Councils.
All funded research or language study must contribute to a body of knowledge enabling the U.S. to better understand the region and formulate more effective policies within it. All applicants for Title VIII support will be asked to clearly address in writing the policy-relevance of their research work or how their language study will supplement their research be it in anthropology, history, international relations, political science, or some other field. 

American Councils assists scholars with arrangements for in-country research and language training programs in the following Southeast European countries: Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, Kosovo, Macedonia, Montenegro, Romania and Serbia.* Participants must have the necessary academic background for conducting advanced, independent in-country research or language study.
In order to receive Title VIII funding, applicants must be U.S. citizens. All applications will receive consideration without regard to any factor such as race, color, religion, sex, sexual orientation, national origin, marital status, political affiliation, or disability. 

*Please note that Title VIII funding cannot be used in countries or regions under a U.S. government travel warning. For more information about current travel warnings, please visit the State Department website at www.travel.state.gov. 
III. SUBMISSION OF APPLICATIONS AND DEADLINE INFORMATION


All applications must be typed or written neatly in black ink. Please submit originals and four collated photocopies (in the following order): completed application form, statement of purpose, statement of purpose in host-country language, policy-relevance essay, and curriculum vitae or resume. Do not staple originals. Applications submitted without copies will not be considered. Letters of recommendation and official transcripts may be sent separately to American Councils. All materials must be postmarked by the applicable deadline date. Applicants should retain a copy of the application for their records, as no applications will be returned after the end of the competition. 
American Councils reserves the right to verify all of the information indicated in the application. In the event that there is a discrepancy, or information is found to be false, the application will immediately be declared invalid and the applicant ineligible.


APPLICATION DEADLINE: OCTOBER 1st, 2011

Funding is for spring and summer 2012 programs. Programs must begin on or after February 1, 2012 and be completed by August 31, 2012. 
For more information, please contact the Outbound office at 202-833-7522; email: outbound@americancouncils.org.
ADDRESS FOR SUBMITTING APPLICATIONS

Program Officer, Title VIII Southeast Europe Programs
American Councils for International Education: ACTR/ACCELS

1828 L Street NW, Suite 1200

Washington, DC 20036

(202) 833-7522

Please note: if you are submitting your application from overseas, you must notify American Councils of your impending application.  We highly recommend using an expedited service and also recommend contacting American Councils with the estimated arrival date of your application. Please send an email to: outbound@americancouncils.org.

 IV. APPLICATION INSTRUCTIONS

Please read all instructions and information carefully before completing your application.

FORMS
All forms must be typewritten or hand-printed in black ink. All sections of the application must be completed; incomplete applications will not be considered. Submit an original and four copies (*must be collated according to the order listed below). Do not staple originals. Applications submitted without photocopies will not be considered.

Submit the original and four copies in the following order:
1) Your completed application form

2) Statement of purpose
3) Statement of purpose in host-country language

4) Policy-relevance essay

5) Curriculum vitae or resume

American Councils must receive one of each of the following:

· Photocopy of the inside page of your passport, clearly showing photograph, passport number, and expiration.

· Two letters of recommendation (placed in sealed envelope with the recommender’s signature across the back, may be submitted separately)

· Official Transcripts (submitted in sealed envelopes with a stamp or signature across the back, may be submitted separately)

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE IN ENGLISH
Your application must include a two-to-three page statement of purpose in English. This essay should describe your reasons for wishing to participate in the program and your plans to use your language skills in the future. Please note that if you are awarded a fellowship, your statement will be read by faculty and administrators at your host institution overseas. Submit one original and four copies of your statement of purpose in English.
STATEMENT OF PURPOSE IN HOST COUNTRY LANGUAGE

Your application must include a two-to-three page statement of purpose in the language of your host country. These essays should be similar to your statement of purpose in English, describing your reasons for wishing to participate in the program and your plans to use your language skills in the future. Once again, keep in mind that if you are awarded a fellowship, your statement will be read by faculty and administrators at your host institution overseas. If you are an advanced-beginner, your host-country language essay may be considerably simpler than your English statement of purpose. However, your essay should be at least one page long. Applications submitted without an essay in the host-country language will not be considered. DO NOT have a native speaker or an advanced language student review, correct, or edit your essay. Selection committee members and outside reviewers can easily differentiate the work of native and advanced speakers from that of beginning and intermediate students: all work submitted with this application should be strictly your own. Submit one original and four copies of your statement of purpose in host country language.
DISCUSSION OF POLICY RELEVANCE
In addition to (and separate from) your statement of purpose, please write a one to two page essay (double spaced, 11 or 12 pt. type) discussing the policy relevance of your current work and long-term goals. American Councils and the Department of State must be able to provide cogent explanations of the policy relevance of all Title VIII supported projects. Please describe in detail the ways in which your work serves U.S. national interests and contributes to a body of knowledge that will assist U.S. analysts and decision-makers in developing more effective policies in the region. Submit one original and four copies of the policy-relevance essay.

CURRICULUM VITAE
Please include an original and four copies of your curriculum vitae or resume.
PASSPORT

Please submit a clear photocopy of the interior page of your passport, clearly showing photograph, passport number, and expiration date. 
LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION

Each applicant must submit two letters of recommendation from colleagues, professors, or other qualified persons who are familiar with the applicant's work. Letters may be submitted separately from the application itself, and in that case mailed to the Outbound Office at American Councils. Each letter should be placed in an envelope that carries the recommender’s signature across the seal. NOTE: At least one recommender must assess in detail the applicant’s foreign language proficiency and his/her ability to conduct advanced research and to build professional relationships in the host-country language.
OFFICIAL TRANSCRIPTS
You should provide official transcripts of all college- and university-level coursework from the past five years, including all summer programs. Transcripts must be submitted in sealed envelopes with a stamp or signature across the back. 

APPLICATION CHECKLIST
Please review the checklist at the end of the application and submit it with your application. 

V. APPLICATION INFORMATION 

NOTIFICATION
All applicants will be notified of the results by mail approximately twelve weeks after the application deadline. If you are selected as an alternate, notification of final funding results could take longer than twelve weeks.

PROGRAM FUNDING
These programs are funded by the United States Department of State’s Program for Research and Training on Eastern Europe and the Independent States of the Former Soviet Union (Title VIII).
SELECTION
All applications are reviewed by outside readers with expertise in the applicant's specific research field. Written comments from these evaluators, along with all application materials, are then reviewed by a final, independent selection committee of leading U.S. scholars. Criteria used to assess applications include (but are not limited to) proposal’s viability, need for access to resources in Southeast Europe, potential contribution to the discipline, language skills, policy relevance, etc.
FAMILY
There are no provisions for family members to accompany scholars. No financial support, visas, or letters of support will be provided to accommodate the travel of family members of program participants. 

MEDICAL FORMS AND REQUIREMENTS
Medical forms are not required for application to the program. However, all final awards are contingent upon receipt of medical evaluation forms completed by the applicant's physician. American Councils will provide these forms to finalists with award letters. Forms must be returned to American Councils within eight weeks of receipt. Failure to return these forms may result in the withdrawal of the fellowship award.

FINAL REPORTING REQUIREMENTS
Participants are required to submit a final program evaluation and a report to be published on the American Councils website.
NOTE: Please detach the application form following this page and submit it together with the additional required materials to American Councils. Keep the program description, eligibility requirements, and instructions, along with a copy of all your application documents, for your records. If you have questions regarding the application process, please contact the Outbound Office at American Councils (phone 202-833-7522; outbound@americancouncils.org).


Application
TITLE VIII SOUTHEAST EUROPEAN LANGUAGE TRAINING PROGRAM
The Title VIII Southeast European Language Training Program provides language training opportunities in Southeast Europe for scholars in the humanities, social sciences, linguistics, and area studies. Programs are funded by the United States Department of State’s Program for Research and Training on Eastern Europe and the Independent States of the Former Soviet Union (Title VIII). Programs are administered by American Councils for International Education: ACTR/ACCELS.
This application is free of charge and may be duplicated. Applications should be typewritten if possible; otherwise, please PRINT legibly in black ink.

ADDRESS FOR SUBMITTING APPLICATIONS:

Program Officer, Title VIII Southeast Europe Programs
American Councils for International Education: ACTR/ACCELS

1828 L St, NW, Suite 1200

Washington, D.C. 20036

(202) 833-7522

http://researchfellowships.americancouncils.org

Application Deadline: October 1st, 2011
Materials postmarked on the 1st will be accepted. 

	BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION
	

	

	1. NAME:
	     
	
	     
	
	     

	
	last name
	
	first name
	
	middle name

	

	2. DATE OF BIRTH:
	     
	
	3. GENDER:
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 MALE
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 FEMALE

	
	(mm/dd/yyyy)
	
	
	

	

	4. PLACE OF BIRTH:
	     
	
	     
	
	     
	

	
	city
	
	state
	
	country
	

	

	5. CITIZENSHIP:
	      
	

	
	
	

	
	NOTE: Only U.S. citizens may receive Title VIII funding

	

	6. PASSPORT NUMBER:
	     
	
	EXPIRATION DATE:
	     

	
	
	
	
	 (mm/dd/yyyy)

	
	Although it is not required that you have a passport to apply to an American Councils program, please note that if you are selected to participate, you must have a passport to travel outside the US. It can take as long as two months to receive a new passport.

	

	7. EMAIL ADDRESS:
	     
	

	


(area c

	de and fax)

	

	
	

	
	

	9. WORK ADDRESS:

	     
(employer, number and street)

     
     
     
(city)

(state)

(zip code)

(     ) -      
(     ) -      
(area code and phone)

(area code and fax)



	
	


(number

	and street, apartment number)


	     
		     
		     
	
	(city)

		(state)

		(zip code)

	
	(     ) -      
		(     ) -      
	

(work area 

	ode and phone)

	

	
	

	
	
	

	11. DISABILITY:
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 NO 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 YES
	If yes, please describe your disability (e.g., hearing impaired, mobility impaired, etc.):

	
	
	     
	

	
	This information is optional and for statistical and logistic purposes only; your answer will not affect the outcome of your application.


	PLEASE PRINT: 
	     
	
	     
	
	     
	

	
	last name
	
	first name

	
	academic affiliation
	


PROGRAM INFORMATION
	1. DATES OF STUDY:
	     
	 NOTE: Funding is for spring and summer 2012 programs. Programs must begin on or after February 1, 2012 and be completed by August 31, 2012. Please be as specific as possible. Programs must be between 1 – 3 months in length and must be consecutive.

	
	to


     
	

	
	
	

	

	2. INTENDED LANGUAGE OF STUDY:
	     
	

	

	3. DESTINATION: Please list the cities in which you wish to be placed, in order of preference. Be sure to clearly designate which placements are primary and which are alternate

	
	Country

City

Al

ania

     
Bosnia-Herzegovina

     
Bulgaria

     
Croatia

     
Kosovo

     
Macedonia

     
Montenegro

     
Romania

     
Serbia

     

	

	

	4. PROPOSED DATES: Indicate your proposed arrival date in Southeast Europe, and your desired length of stay. Please keep in mind that travel is difficult to arrange and more expensive during the summer month

	Country and/or city

Dates
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     


	

	5. CURRENT POSITION:
	     
	

	


	PLEASE PRINT: 
	     
	
	     
	
	     
	

	
	last name
	
	first name

	
	academic affiliation
	


	6. EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND: List all institutions attended and dates of attendance, most recent first; major field of study; and degrees received or expected, with dates. Continue on another sheet if necessary.

	
	Institution

Dates of attendance

Field of study

Degree and date received

     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     

	

	

	7. TRAVEL ABROAD: List previous travel as well as any research conducted in Southeast Europe. If a research fellowship was awarded, include the name of the sponsoring organization. Include dates. Continue on another sheet if necessary.

	
	Country (sponsoring organization)
Dates

     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     

	

	

	8. FOREIGN LANGUAGE STUDY List all formal or informal study of the language of your host country. Continue on another sheet if necessary.

	
	Language

Place of study

Course or nature of study

Dates

     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     

	

	9. KNOWLEDGE OF OTHER LANGUAGES: 

	
	Native language(s):
	     
	

	
	Rate your language skills using Excellent, Good, Fair, and Poor.

Language

Reading

Writing

Listening

Speaking

     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     

	

	


	PLEASE PRINT: 
	     
	
	     
	
	     
	

	
	last name
	
	first name

	
	academic affiliation
	


	10. OTHER U.S. GOVERNMENT-SPONSORED PROGRAMS TO WHICH YOU HAVE APPLIED OR IN WHICH YOU HAVE PARTICIPATED IN THE PAST: Give date of application and program name. If your application was successful, give dates and location of the program in which you participated.

	
	     
     
     
     

	

	

	11. ARE YOU CURRENTLY APPLYING TO ANY OTHER U.S. GOVERNMENT-SPONSORED EDUCATIONAL EXCHANGE PROGRAM?

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 NO   FORMCHECKBOX 
 YES  If yes, please indicate to which program you are applying.
	

	
	     
	

	

	12. REFERENCES: List the names and addresses of the two persons who will submit letters of reference on your behalf. Please keep in mind that one letter of reference must assess your foreign language proficiency and ability to conduct research in the host-country.

	
	1)

     
Name and title
     
     
     
     
     
Number and Street

City

State

Zip

Country

2)

     
Name and title
     
     
     
     
     
Number and Street

City

State

Zip

Country


	

	

	13. HOW DID YOU LEARN ABOUT THIS PROGRAM? Please indicate how you learned about the program (check all responses that apply). If you learned about the program through an advertisement, write the name of the publication in the space provided. This information will not be used in the evaluation of your application.

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Listserv Announcement

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Colleague
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 American Councils Webpage
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 AAASS NewsNet
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Advisor
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Conference (give details below)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Financial Aid Office
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 ACTR Newsletter
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other journal (give details below)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Study Abroad Office
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Program Alum
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other (give details below)

	

	
	Other:
	     
	

	
	
	
	

	

	CERTIFICATION: I certify that the information given in this application is complete and accurate to the best of my knowledge. If selected, I agree to comply with all of the applicable regulations of the U.S. Department of State's Program for Research and Training on Eastern Europe and the Independent States of the Former Soviet Union (Title VIII).

	
	     
	
	     
	

	
	Signature of Applicant
	
	Date
	



TITLE VIII SOUTHEAST EUROPEAN LANGAUGE TRAINING PROGRAM
Application Checklist 

Please submit an original and four copies of all items, except where otherwise noted. Be sure that your name and academic affiliation appear at the top of each page. Applications submitted without required copies will not be considered.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Your completed application form (original and four copies)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Statement of purpose (original and four copies)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Statement of purpose in host-country language (original and four copies)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Policy relevance essay (original and four copies)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Curriculum vitae or resume (original and four copies)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Photocopy of the inside page of your passport, clearly showing photograph, passport number, and expiration date (one copy, no original) 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Two letters of recommendation, at least one of which evaluates your language proficiency (may be submitted separately)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Official transcripts (may be submitted separately)
Application Deadline: October 1st, 2011
Materials postmarked on the 1st will be accepted.
http://researchfellowships.americancouncils.org 







vi

