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Armenia

Yerevan

Valentine’s Day Stories: Alumni Coordinator Sonya Armaghanyan ’04 announced plans for the Best Valentine’s Day Story Contest on February 4.  Alumni submitted their stories and fitting ones were later shared at the Valentine’s Day celebration. 
Valentine’s Day Celebration:  On February 14, the Educational Advising Center (EAC) organized a Valentine’s Day celebration.  Smbat Akhnoyan ’05, Sonya Armaghanyan ’04, Shogher Badalyan ’06, Karine Botoyan ’02, Artur Grigoryan ’04, Stella Matevosyan ’00, and Liana Tadevosyan ’99 joined students from local universities to watch Director Gil Junger’s romantic movie If Only.  After the movie, participants played a game led by EAC Intern Gayane Barseghyan. 

FLEX Alumni Grants Program: February 27 was the deadline to submit applications for the FLEX Alumni Grants Program.  Throughout February, alumni met to discuss their projects and proposals.  Narek Amirkhanyan ’06, Sona Gabrielyan ’04, Anna Gasparyan ’05, Ani Ghukasyan ’00, Ophelia Hunanyan ’02, Hayk Maghakyan ’05, Sona Nahapetyan ’06, and Arpine Porsughyan ’00 submitted proposals.  
Upcoming Events:

· Movie Night is scheduled for March 15.

· Museum Trip is planned for March 16.

· Alumni Meeting will take place on March 23.

· Hiking Event is planned for March 25.  

Contact: Yerevan Alumni Coordinator Sonya Armaghanyan ’04, f_alumni@americancouncils.am,  (374 10) 24 60 23
Azerbaijan

Baku 

 Avian Influenza Training: The International Medical Corporation (IMC) conducted a training on ways to combat Avian Influenza for alumni on February 8.  Nijat Garayev ’06, Medina Hajiyeva ’04, Ramil Kazimov ’06, Leyla Naghiyeva ’06, Yagub Rahimov ’06, Tatyana Rodina ’06, Lala Safarali ’06, and Orkhan Taghiyev ’04, attendees of the event, will make similar presentations and hold trainings at local schools.  

Lecture on Freedom of Speech: On February 9, Rashid Hajili, chairman of the Media Rights Institute, led a discussion on freedom of speech, freedom of passing information, and laws regarding these ideas.  Organizers hoped to inform alumni and the public about freedom of speech in Azerbaijan and the role of mass media.  The 35 students and seven alumni that attended the event discussed the points of the lecture and voiced their opinion.  Ruslan Asadov ’04, Ayan Ashurlu ’02, Nijat Garayev ’06, Adnan Hajizada ’00, Mina Huseynova ’04, Ramil Kazimov ’06, and Orkhan Tagizada ’04 attended the event.   

Human Rights in Azerbaijan Lecture: FLEX alumni and members of the “OL!” Azerbaijan Youth Movement Human Rights Club organized a discussion regarding recently passed amendments and appendices to the Constitution in Azerbaijan on the Ombudsman for Human Rights.  Elmira Suleymanova, Ombudsman representative, discussed the human rights situation in the country, activities and projects the Ombudsman Apparatus takes part in to protect human rights, and difficulties the organization faces with governmental interference.  Fifty-three students and 11 alumni attended this lecture on February 12.  

Grant-writing Seminar: Edmund S. Muskie Graduate Fellowship Program Alumni Program Officer of the Eurasian Foundation Jale Sultanli conducted a grant-writing seminar for ten FLEX alumni and two local students on February 15.  Participants discussed their projects and learned about various fundraising methods.    

Lecture with Rahman Badalov: On February 23, Professor Rahman Badalov, philosopher and anthropologist, gave a lecture on gender issues in Western society.  Those in attendance discussed Greek and Roman philosophy, gender roles in ancient and modern societies, and how these roles reflect modern societal relationships.  Thirteen alumni and 32 other students attended the lecture. 

Resume-writing Training: Alumni together with members of the “OL!” Azerbaijan Youth Movement Leadership Club (OL-AYM) conducted a resume-writing training for 25 students and 15 alumni on February 25.  Coordinator of the OL-AYM Leadership Club Munir Mammadov led the training and helped participants develop resume-writing and interviewing skills.   

Lecture on Challenges Azerbaijan Faces Foreseeing Western Integration: On February 26, members of the “OL!” Azerbaijan Youth Movement International Relations Club conducted an open discussion with well-known Political Analyst Leyla Aliyeva.  Ms. Aliyeva talked about issues of Azerbaijan’s integration into the Euro-Atlantic structure, NATO-Azerbaijani relations, and the EU’s New Neighborhood Policy.  Organizers hoped to inform the 67 student participants and 17 alumni about Azerbaijan’s relations with and integration into the West.  

Avian Influenza School Presentation:  Ruslan Asadov ’04, Nijat Garayev ’06, Leyla Naghiyeva ’06, Lala Safarali ’06, and Ramil Seferov ’05 conducted presentations on ways to combat Avian Influenza to 35 ninth and tenth graders at school #291 on February 27.   Alumni talked about the history of Avian Influenza, gave detailed information on ways to combat the virus, and answered students’ questions. 

Tourism Development Presentation: On February 28, Peace Corps volunteer Josh Noonan gave a presentation on the development of tourism through Wikitravel, a Peace Corps interactive website that presents news about the regions of Azerbaijan. Ten alumni and eight students attended the event and more information about the project can be found at www.wikitravel.org.  

Upcoming Events:

· Interactive Lecture is scheduled for March 7.  

· Combating Avian Flu School Presentations will take place on March 7 and 13.  

· Upper Karabakh Conflict Lecture will be held on March 15.  

· National Holiday Celebration is planned for March 23.  
Contact: Baku Alumni Coordinator Ruslan Asadov ’04, flexalumni@americancouncils.az  +9 (9412) 92-34-50

Belarus

Minsk

Alumni Meeting: On February 20, Yulia Hladzikava ’03, Aleksey Kudzin ’03, Vadim Marasanov ’06, Olga Smirnova ’06, Anastasiya Tarassiouk ’03, and Vadimir Zaryankin ’05 rated the success of implemented projects and brainstormed future events and Global Youth Service Day projects.  

Movie Night: Ulyanovsk City Representative Igor Lukin ’95 joined 15 alumni and five non-alumni participants for a movie night on February 28.  Minsk alumni had the opportunity to share their experiences with Igor and to hear about projects that he has implemented in Ulyanovsk. 
Presentations of the American Authors at Ivenets Orphanage: On February 17, Olga Naumchik ’05, Olga Smirnova ’06, together with students from the University of Culture, made a series of presentations on American authors for the children at the Ivenets orphanage.  The presentations were followed by discussions and a question and answer period.  Olga Naumchik ’05, a second-year student in the department of International Journalism at the Belarusian State University, described the event in the article, which will be published in the Perehodny Vozrast newspaper in late March.
Upcoming Events:

· Movie Night is scheduled for March 28.

· Volunteering at the Film Without Borders Festival will take place on March 15.

· Movie Night at Ivenets Orphanage is planned for March 23.

Contact: Minsk Alumni Coordinator Vadimir Zaryankin ’05, flexalumni@amcenter.by  + 00375 (17) 228-7264 

Georgia

Tbilisi 

Grant-writing Meeting: On February 5 and 23, alumni worked on grant proposals. Alumni contacted organizations for fundraising and discussed projects that if implement would positively affect the community.  At the second meeting, the 16 alumni in attendance make final comments and corrections to their projects before submitting them.  

Soccer Game: Twenty-four alumni cheered on the Georgian National soccer team and showed their support by dressing in Georgian national colors.  This activity, which was held on February 7, allowed alumni from different years to socialize and discuss future events.  

Movie Night: On February 9, 18 alumni watched movies and socialized at the Alumni Recourse Center.  Additional treats were the American style snacks and peanut butter that Sopo Natroshvili ’06 provided.  

Global Village Seminar: Nino Makatsaria ’00 made a presentation about Global Village and the Global Village for Future Leaders in Business and Industry Program on February 12, for 13 alumni.  Alumni showed interested in the programs and filled out application forms.   

FLEX Alumni Grants Program Consultations: Every Friday, Alumni Coordinator Lana Chkhartishvili ’04 and Tamila Vacharadze ’01 consulted with interested alumni about their FLEX Alumni Grants Program proposals.  Alumni asked questions regarding grant proposals, budgets, and time-lines.  Over 30 alumni attended the consultations.  

Upcoming Events:

· Soccer Tournament is scheduled for March 11.

· Movie Night will be held on March 16.

· Orphanage Visit will be held on March 18.

· Clean Up Activity is planned for March 25.

Contact: Tbilisi Alumni Coordinator Lana Chkhartishvili ’04, flex_alumni@amcouncils.ge  +995 (32) 29-21-06

Kazakhstan

Almaty

Belarusian Model UN Conference: Assel Baltabayeva ’04, Marzhan Serekova ’04, and Dinara Urazova ’04 attended the Belarusian Model UN International Conference (BELAMUN) in Minsk, Belarus on February 7-10.  More than 100 participants from Belarus, Kazakhstan, Lithuania, Poland, and Ukraine attended this interactive conference, which aimed to develop resolutions on various issues.  Participants discussed ways to fight corruption on the international level and protect cultural heritage in armed conflicts.  The students participated in debates, lobbying, and committee briefings and enjoyed intercultural communication.  Alumni from Kazakhstan met Belarusian FLEX Alumni Coordinator Vadimir Zaryankin ’05.  They talked about Global Youth Service Day projects and local events as they took a tour of the city. 

Alumni Meeting: On February 19, Anar Abdrakhmanova ’05, Assel Baltabayeva ’04, Valeriy Kim ’05, Marzhan Serekova ’04, Dinara Urazova ’04, and Anton Zashepin ’05 met with American Councils Deputy Country Director Timothy Koss to talk about the FLEX Alumni Grants Program and create projects for Global Youth Service Day. 

Active Alumni Recognition: Albert Kuramshin ’06 was nominated as the most active FLEX alumnus in February for his hard work at the American Councils office and his dedication to updating the database.  He will receive two movie tickets as a gift of appreciation.   

Upcoming Events:

· Alumni Meeting is planned for March 17.  
· Meeting with the Director of Global Village Dick Brandt will be held on March 22.  

· Contact Club Meeting is scheduled for March 24.  

· Database Update will continue throughout March.  

· City Representative Elections will take place in March.  

· Participant Interviews for the English and Development Program will take place in March. 
Contact: Almaty Alumni Coordinator Marzhan Serekova ’04, flex_alumni@americancouncils-kz.com  +7 (3272) 72-08-03

Kyrgyzstan

Bishkek

Meeting with Representatives of the Youth in Service and Development of Kyrgyzstan Organization (YSDK): On February 10, Nurdin Nurmanbetov ’06 and Elnura Suleymanova ’06 met with representatives of YSDK.  This NGO, which receives financial support from Japan, educates young people about health related topics.  Alumni brought informational brochures and gave a presentation about the FLEX program and the Alumni Association.  They also discussed pursuing joint projects.

FLEX Reunion: More than 150 alumni of different years and their friends attended an alumni reunion at IBIZA Night Club on February 21.  Marlis Esenkulov ’01, Stepan Filshin ’01, Ajimatova Nargiza ’05, Alexandra Solomatova ’05, and Maksat Tynaev ’00 organized this event.  Alumni acted as DJs and announcers.   Altynay Djumagulova ’96 and Alexandra Solomatova spoke about the FLEX program and gave others information about upcoming events.  Those in attendance agreed to hold similar events and updated their contact information so that they can participate in more activities.  

Volunteer Work with the Youth Right Protection Organization (YRPO): Aizada Marat kyzy ’06 and Kerimalieva Raushan ’06 volunteered to translate texts for the YRPO in preparation for a discussion that the organization held on February 27.  At the event, alumni discussed youth involvement in politics in Kyrgyzstan.  The Youth Right Protection organization noted the hard work and dedication that alumni showed while helping to organize the event.  

Volunteers in Career Center: Throughout February, Emil Akhmirov ’06, Ulkan Imaralieva ’05, and Karimova Mirgul ’05 volunteered more than 20 hours per week at the Career Center.  Their duties included updating databases and organizing meetings with businesses and organizations.  Skills that alumni acquired while on the FLEX program were assets to their volunteer work at the center. 

English Club for Disabled: The Movement of Young People with Disabilities (AKAK) Center provided facilities for Bibinur Alibaeva ’06, Asel Djaparova ’06, Aizada Marak kyzy ’06, and Artem Zinchenko ’06 to teach English classes to 12 disabled people eight times in February.  The classes used communicative methods for teaching English, which helped the students practice English and communication skills.  Narigiza Ajimatova ’05 and Alumni Coordinator Alexandra Solomatova ’05 are the initial organizers of the club. 

Computer Club for the Disabled: Ajimatova Nargiza ’05 led computer trainings at the Movement of Young People with Disabilities (AKAK) Center throughout February.  The six disabled children that participate in the trainings learned to work on Microsoft Word programs and will learn how to use Microsoft Excel programs in the future.

Share Joy Project: Alumni completed the final stage of the Share Joy project at the end of February.  This project, which was created and implemented by Alumni Coordinator Alexandra Solomatova ’05, used the talents of children with poor vision to help young boys who are living at a juvenile detention center.  In December, alumni received a $500 grant from the United Nations Development Program and published 4,000 calendars and 500 postcards from drawings made by children with poor vision.  Professional Web-designer Marlis Esenkulov ’01 edited the pictures and calendars.   More than 50 alumni of all years sold the calendars and cards.  The proceeds of $1,200 from this project went to buy tables and chairs for the Voznesenovka Juvenile Detention Center. For more information about the Share Joy Project or to see the postcards and calendars that the children drew that so greatly helped the young men at the center go to http://www.flex.ez.kg/postcard/.  

Osh

Art with Children Project: Ten alumni participated in the Art with Children Project in Osh City on February 1. Alumni visited the Family House, Ak uya, Center for Children and interacted with the 12 residents.  Due to staffing problems at the center, these children, whose ages range from one to 15 years old, are neglected and do not have adult role models.  During the visit, alumni played games with the children, drew pictures of Kyrgyzstan, and had a small celebration. All of those in attendance hope to be able to organize more events together.  

Upcoming Events: 

· Concert for the Elderly will be held on March 8. 

· Alumni Reunion planning meetings will start in March.  

· Visits to the Voznesenovka Juvenile Detention Center will take place throughout March.    

· Clothing Drive preparations will be made in March.  

· Computer and English Club meetings will be held in March.  

· Children Literacy Project in Bishkek will be implemented in March.  

· Conflict Resolution Project will begin in all regions of Kyrgyzstan in March.  

Contact: Bishkek Alumni Coordinator Alexandra Solomatova ’05, flex_alumni@accels.elcat.kg  +996 (312) 66-48-38. 

Moldova

Balti

Alumni Meeting: On February 2, Ana Corcimaru ’06, Vadim Dubceac ’05, Diana Lebediuc ’06, and Vladimir Sestacov ’06 discussed achievements and planned future projects.   

Valentine’s Day Celebration: Vadim Dubceac ’04, Jana Gorodenco ’04, Diana Lebediuc ’06, Corina Nour ’04, Elena Munteanu ’05, Cristina Pascaru ’05, and Mihail Rantev ’06 celebrated Valentine’s Day on February 14.  Alumni watched a movie and afterwards discussed plans for upcoming events.  Diana Lebediuc ’06 proposed visits to an orphanage and trainings for the orphans on filling out college applications.  

Chisinau

Grant-writing Training: Bridges Between Us (BBU) is a training and internship project led by FLEX and Eurasia Undergraduate Exchange Program alumni. BBU provides trainings and workshops to help alumni develop professionally, with the hope that alumni will then reach out and teach the youth in six regions targeting rural communities. On February 2, 11 alumni interns participated in the grant-writing training led by Lilia Fusa ’04. During the training, participants learned about grant proposals and fundraising.  Teams brainstormed on projects and programs, which they would like to submit grants and initiate.  The South Team planned a fundraising activity, the Soroca team decided to work with a placement center for socially vulnerable children, and the Holiday North team planned a celebration for Children’s Day.

Corruption in Higher Education Seminar: On February 15, Ana Corcimaru ’06, Jana Gorodenco ’04, Diana Lebediuc ’06, Cristina Pascaru ’05, and Mihai Rantev ’06 led a seminar on the topic of academic integrity.  The 55 participants of the event learned about integrity in higher education institutions abroad.  Participants brainstormed on various ways to improve the academic system in Moldova.

Odyssey of the Mind Competition: For the ninth year in a row, alumni and Peace Corps volunteers organized the Odyssey of the Mind (OM) Competition, an international education event, which puts the creative problem-solving skills of students from kindergarten through college, to the test.  Preparatory work for this event started in December with trainings for alumni judges, event organization, and logistical tasks.  On February 15, over 300 hundred students from 30 schools participated in the competition at the Children’s Palace, Palatul Copiilor, in Chisinau. Twenty-six alumni acted as head judges, judges, coaches, and participants in this competition.  The winners of the event will attend the Odyssey of the Mind International Euro Festival in Germany.

Valentine’s Day Celebration:  Thirteen alumni went to Shakespeare’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream in celebration of Valentine’s Day on February 18.  Senior alumni and recently returned alumni both attended the event.

Valentine’s Day Celebration in Bardar Village: The Bridges Between Us (BBU) Holiday South Team organized a celebration for fifth graders at the Aurel Vlaicu lyceum, in Bardar village on February 18. Olesea Branza ’06 and Cristina Chetrus ’06 gave presentations on ways the holiday is celebrated around the world. Later, alumni played games and made crafts with the children.

Business Training: Peace Corps volunteers Bryan Abott, Bradley Dakake, and Amy Meldrum held business trainings on February 23-25.  Participants learned about different aspects of business, microeconomics, budgeting, and ways to use this information to develop professionally by creating and presenting business plans.  Sessions on public speaking and ethics were also included in the training.  Ana Corcimaru ’06, Jana Gorodenco ’04, Diana Lebediuc ’06, Mihail Rantev ’06, and Larisa Verstivschi ’06 attended this event.

Upcoming Events: 

· Education Seminar in Soroca is planned for March 15. 

· Education Seminar in Balti is scheduled for March 19.

· Bridges Between Us (BBU) Volunteer Management Training will take place for March 24.

Contact: Chisinau Alumni Coordinator Mihaela Isac ’05, flexalumni@americancouncils.md +373 (22) 22-58-60

Russia

 Kazan

 Annual Upper Volga Region Alumni Debate Tournament: Twenty-seven alumni from five cities took part in a debate tournament at Kazan State Energy University (KSEU) from February 23-24. The annual event allows participants to practice debating strategies and look into socially important issues, while strengthening the alumni network.  Pavel Trofimov ’04 and Shamil Valiev ’04 led trainings on debate formats, rules, and speech preparation. Included in the debate tournament was a City Representatives (CR) training. Kazan CRs Yuliana Amanova ’02 and Daliya Safiullina ’04 together with Penza CR Lyubov Ryzhakova ’06 talked about alumni networking and cooperation and informed alumni about innovative projects.  Furthermore, Eurasia FLEX Alumni Assistant Anna Kuznetsova notified alumni about upcoming FLEX Alumni Grants and Global Youth Service Day Matching Grants Programs.  Vice Rector at KSEU Guzel Nezhmetdinova made a presentation about fundraising and social partnership and introduced the idea of joint alumni activities with the students and staff of KSEU.  Further, KSEU Rector Yuriy Petrushenko discussed intercultural exchanges and educational opportunities with alumni.

Orphanage Visit: On February 27, Yuliana Amanova ’03, Marat Khairullin ’03, and Daliya Safiullina ’04 visited children at orphanage #2 in Kazan.  The visit was devoted to developing team spirit and communication skills.  Participants played team games and celebrated the February 23 and March 8 holidays.   

Nizhny Novgorod 

Discussion on Youth in Leadership Positions: Kseniya Gorshenina ’04, Anna Lomakina ’01, Tatyana Movshevich ’04, and students from Nizhny Novgorod State Linguistic University participated in a discussion on the role of youth in leadership positions at the Tsvi Girsh Community Center of Jewish Culture Center on February 10.  Participants took part in leadership games and discussed problems that young leaders face when implementing innovative ideas in different social spheres. 

Meeting with Penza Alumni: On February 22, Kirill Plotnikov ’04, Lyubov Ryzhakova ’06, Aleksey Sokolov ’05, and Ruslan Sokolov ’02 were stopping through Nizhny Novgorod on their way to the Annual Debate Tournament in Kazan and met with Kseniya Gorshenina ’04, Anna Lomakina ’01, and Sergey Vorobyov ’06.  Alumni took a tour of the city, prepared materials for the debate tournament, discussed plans of future alumni activities, and practice debating techniques.  This visit gave alumni a chance to strengthen the network between the alumni of the two cities.

Penza

Valentine’s Day Celebration: Olesya Palibina ’06, Kirill Plotnikov ’04, and Lyubov Ryzhakova ’06 organized a Valentine’s Day celebration for sixth graders at Gymnasia #6 on February 14.  Alumni made presentations about the history of the holiday and told the children how people celebrate Valentine’s Day in America and other countries. The students participated in different contests, wrote poems, sang songs, and made Valentine’s Day cards.

Upcoming Events: 

· English Language Day for high school students in Penza will take place in March.

· Nursing Home Visit will be held on March 8 in Kazan. 

· Alumni Meeting is scheduled for March 15 in Nizhny Novgorod.  
· Team Building Workshop is planned for late March in Nizhny Novgorod.

Contact: Nizhny Novgorod Alumni Coordinator Anna Lomatkina ’01, uppervolgaflex@mail.ru +79108789680

Moscow 

FLEX and Eurasia Undergraduate Exchange Program Joint Seminar: On February 3, 12 FLEX alumni attended a seminar on mass media by an Eurasia Undergraduate Exchange Program alumnus who worked at the Los Angeles Times.  Alumni asked questions about his experience working for the newspaper and planned further joint events with Eurasia Undergraduate Exchange Program alumni.  

Grant-writing Seminar: Eurasia FLEX Alumni Program Assistant Anna Kuznetsova led a grant-writing seminar for interested alumni on February 7.  Anastasia Goncharova ’05, Anna Khlebnikova ’01, Andrey Krikunov ’97, and Anna Mandzhieva ’02 received tips on how to write successful grant proposals and took part in hands-on exercises and activities.  

Reunion Decoration Committee Meeting: On February 8, Vera Aminova ’03, Kristina Ivanova ’04, Elena Kim ’00, Anna Mikhaylova ’06, Ekaterina Ros ’96 (Orel), Olga Tomilina ’06, Shamil Valiev ’04, Olga Yakovishina ’96, and Evgeny Yankovoy ’01 made decorations for the alumni reunion. 

Team-building Training:  Over 50 alumni attended a training and reunion at the U.S. Embassy cottage on February 10.   The training, led by Elena Kharlamova, leadership development consultant and business trainer at the Leadership Development Center in Moscow http://www.leadercenter.ru, reinforced alumni’s team building and brainstorming techniques. Kharlamova’s four-hour training included interactive games and activities.  She rationalized the power of brainstorming with activities such as creating promotion strategies for unique new products.  Other exercises involved the cooperation and patience of all 50 participants and revealed both the difficulties and benefits of working together.  Nearly all of the tasks involved teamwork and demonstrated the importance of an entire group effort.

Alumni Reunion: On February 10, over 50 alumni attended a Hawaiian style alumni reunion.  The venue was decorated with flowers and alumni wore grass skirts, costumes, and lays to get in the spirit.  A number of alumni then revealed their many outstanding talents during the alumni talent show.  At the end of the festive evening, Vera Aminova ’04 and Ivan Gribanov ’03 were nominated FLEX Aloha Queen and King for designing the best Hawaiian costumes. The reunion also included a touch of Valentine’s Day spirit with the Aloha Mailman Roman Khudaleyev ’04. He delivered valentines, database update forms and information on upcoming events to all of the alumni. On the whole, alumni considered the reunion to be a successful and necessary event.  Reunions help to revive friendships and in turn reinforce alumni cooperation.  

American Club: Dilyara Gazizova ’05 and American Councils Intern Sarah Gershkon held the first American Club meeting on February 19, at the American Corner.  Fifteen children between the ages of 12-14 from different Moscow schools played a jeopardy-like game on American history.  Organizers asked the children to share their expectations from the club and preferences for future topics.  

Upcoming Events:

·  Celebration of the 200th Anniversary of U.S.-Russian Diplomatic Relations Conference will take place on March 3-4 at Yaroslavl State University.   

· English Classes at Orphanage #55 are scheduled for March 3, 10, and 17.  

· Global Youth Service Day Presentation is scheduled for March 22.  

· FLEX and Eurasia Undergraduate Exchange Program Joint Seminar on banking will be held on March 31.  

· American Culture Classes will be organized on a weekly basis.  

· Movie Nights are tentatively planned for late March.  

· Professional Development Week Seminars will be held in the first week in April.  

Contact: Moscow Alumni Coordinator Elena Zubareva ’03, fsaalumni@actr.ru  (495) 230-4544.
Novosibirsk 

Alumni Meeting: On February 6, alumni met at the American Corner in the Novosibirsk Regional Library.  The thirteen alumni in attendance discussed upcoming events, conferences, and activities in which alumni have been invited to participate.  

HIV/AIDS Awareness Project: Alexandra Mironova ’00, Yekaterina Veligur ’06, and Yelena Veligur ’06 made presentation for students at the Lyceum of Informational Technologies on February 21, on HIV/AIDS awareness.  Correspondingly, Igor Babichev ’01, Yulia Shakurova ’04, and Anna Smirnova ’06 made a similar presentation for the students of Gymnasium #6 in Akademgorodok on February 28. 

Upcoming Events:

· Siberian Educational Fair is scheduled for March 10-11.  More information about this event can be found at www.sibfair.ru  

Contact: Novosibirsk Alumni Coordinator Tamuna Otiashvili ’04, alumflex@ieie.nsc.ru +7 (3832) 34-42-93

St. Petersburg

Grant-writing Training: On February 10, alumni participated in grant-writing training led by International Cooperation Expert from St. Petersburg State University Elena Gayevskaya.  Alumni learned about former successful grant projects, discussed various aspects of filling out grant applications, and worked together with alumni on sample projects.  Anna Abramishvilli ’06, Olga Barshay ’06, Yelena Beketova ’05, Oksana Bogachkina ’06, Mariya Gorodova ’98, Sergey Perov ’06, and Kseniya Zachek ’05 attended the training.  

Senior Alumni Reunion: Nine senior alumni attended a reunion on February 13.  Alumni Coordinator Kseniya Zachek ’05 and American Councils St. Petersburg Director Michael Johannes welcomed the alumni and told them about upcoming alumni projects.  Alumni talked about their jobs and families, their impending plans and expectations, and even introduced each other to new spouses and children.  Later in the evening, organizers reminded the reunion participants about their responsibilities as senior alumni to the younger generation of FLEX alumni and stated their goals and expectations. Karina Chupina ’97, Yevgeniy Terukov ’94, Yekaterina Vodopyan ’94, and Andrey Yakovlev ’95 volunteered to mentor younger alumni and take on a leadership role in the Alumni Association.  Participants of the reunion suggested making it a tradition to gather every year and create career-building activities and personal development workshops for younger alumni.

Valentine’s Day Outdoor Celebration: Alumni, together with Americans studying on the Advanced Russian Language and Area Studies Program (RLASP), celebrated Valentine’s Day by going to the Pukhtolova Gora ski resort on February 19.  More than 40 people attended this annual event with ten alumni among them. These events teach community members about alumni activity and help to make useful contacts. 

Upcoming Events:

· Movie Night is planned for March 9.  

· Job Interview Seminar is tentatively planned for March 24.  

· Events at the American Corner planning meetings will take place throughout March.  

· Alumni Meeting is scheduled for late March. 
Contact: St. Petersburg Alumni Coordinator Kseniya Zachek ’05, flexalum@americancouncils.spb.ru +7 (812) 571-76-55

Vladivostok 

Charity Concert Planning Meetings: On February 7 and 15, 11 alumni made plans for the charity concert at the BSB club and analyzed the costs and benefits of the event.  Alumni also made a list of potential sponsors for the event and decided upon the list of performers.  

Valentine’s Day Celebration: Anastasia Aleshkina ’04, Evgeniya Gorovaya ’03, Alexandra Korneeva ’05, Aleksandra Kulik ’05, Maksim Matuynin ’06, and Dariya Yurchenko ’04 went to the Regional Children's Oncological Department to celebrate Valentine’s Day with children with cancer on February 17.  Alumni played games with the children, told them about the history of the holiday, and gave them candy.  

Planning Meeting: On February 28, thirteen alumni discussed upcoming activities and the charity concert. Anastasia Aleshkina ’04 and Polina Zavyalova ’00 are responsible for finding musicians and sponsors, while Alexandra Korneeva ’05 agreed to be in charge of the decoration committee.
Upcoming Events:

· Planning Meetings are scheduled for March 16 and Friday evenings in April.   
· Movie Night will take place on March 30.  

· Clothing Drive will continue until the end of April.

Contact: Vladivostok Alumni Coordinator Anastasia Alyoshkina ’04, flexalum@vlad.ru  +(4232) 40-82-13

Krasnodar

Alumni Meeting: City Representative Svetlana Kade ’06 held her first alumni meeting on February 1.  Alumni discussed grant program and planned future events.  Aleksandra Aliyeva ’06, Igor Bolshakov ’01, Aleksandr Planidin ’06, and Valeriya Smirnova ’06 attended the event.

Saratov

Grant-writing Seminar: Elena Fomenko ’03 (Volzhsky) together with City Representatives Anna Vakulenko ’02 and Sofia Yurasova ’06 organized a grant-writing seminar for alumni on February 17.  Alumni discussed the FLEX Alumni Grants Program.  As a result, two grant proposals were written and submitted.  Ksenia Gnesheva ’03, Elena Kazachkova ’04, Vitaliy Novikov ’06, Olga Pimenova ’02, Anna Vakulenko ’02, and Sofia Yurasova ’06 attended the seminar.   

City Representative Training Seminar: On February 18, Elena Fomeno ’03 (Volzhsky) held a training seminar for City Representatives Anna Vakulenko ’02 and Sofia Yurasova ’06.  They learned about the roles and expectations of City Representatives and discussed future alumni activities.

Volgograd

Meeting with Former Volgograd Program Hub Director and American Volunteer: On February 4, 10 alumni attended a meeting with the former Volgograd Program Hub Director Elena Konkina and American volunteer Michael Shiflett.  Alumni discussed the volunteer movement in Russia and the U.S. and talked about future projects.

English Club Meeting: Olga Chervonceva ’06, Nelli Khachaturyan ’03 (Volzhsky), Oksana Panfilova ’04 (Gorodishe), and Dmitriy Shaposhnikov ’02 attended an English Club meeting and met with a representative of Language Link at the American Center on February 17.  Language Link is foreign language school that offers private and group language lessons to people of all ages.  Alumni asked questions about ways to improve and maintain their English after returning home from the FLEX program.  

Upcoming Events: 

· Exchange Programs Exhibition in Volgograd will take place on March 3.

· Pizza Party for Women’s Day is scheduled for March 10. 

· Game Day in Podrostok is planned for March 22.

· Alumni Meeting in Saratov will be held on March 24.

· Alumni Meeting in Volgograd is scheduled for March 31.

Contact: Volgograd Alumni Coordinator Elena Fomenko ’03, southrussiaflex@mail.ru +(927) 523 1220 

Yekaterinburg

English Language Teaching Round Table: On February 6, Antonina Ivanova ’05, Ilya Korobeynikov ’04, Nataliya Medvedeva ’05, and Nataliya Shipulina ’03 brainstormed ways to teach English to people of different age groups. Alumni shared their personal experiences as teachers and talked about methods that worked well and did not work well. They also made a schedule and design of an English language club project for an orphanage. Alumni Coordinator Ilya Korobeynikov ’04 offered the idea of holding a similar seminar on a larger scale and inviting professionals in teaching and translation to train alumni. 

Grant-writing Seminar: Information Resource Center Director in the U.S. Consulate General Slavyana Sagakyan and Director of the American Center Maria Taff led a grant-writing seminar on February 9, at the American Informational Center.  They also gave presentations on the 200th anniversary of U.S.-Russian diplomatic relations.  Alumni will consider the information and work out plans for grant proposals in the near future.  Darya Koltushkina ’06, Nataliya Medvedeva ’05, Ksenia Momot  ’06, Darya Onishuk ’06, and Maria Semina ’05 participated in the event.

English Speaking Club Meeting: On February 27, Ilya Korobeynikov ’04, Nataliya Medvedeva ’05, Vladimir Nasretdinov ’05, Mariya Rostovtseva ’04, Nataliya Shipulina ’03, and Yelizaveta Zyryanova ’04 discussed the Russian immigration policy and new immigration laws in English.  Alumni shared their concerns about the new law that allows immigrants to simply send a postcard to the Federal Migration Service to obtain legal residency. 

Upcoming Events:

· Orphanage Visit is planned for March 24.
Contact: Yekaterinburg Alumni Coordinator Ilya Korobeinikov ’04, flexalum@ural.actr.ru  (7)(343) 371-70-53

Tajikistan

Dushanbe

Discovery through Art School for Disabled Children: On February 6-10, Ilhom Aliev ’05, Inomjon Igamov ’05, Bahrom Ismoilov ’05, Sitora Kasymova ’06, Malika Khakimova ’04, and Farkhunda Mirboboeva ’05 led classes for the Discovery through Art School for handicapped children from the Chorbogh Orphanage.  Ten students between the ages of eight and 13 with physical and mental disabilities spent two hours each day learning the basics of art design from professional art teachers at the Professional Art School Academy.  Alumni assisted the teachers and treated the children to lunch and a tour through the Dushanbe Exhibition Art Gallery.  The pieces of art that the children created will be displayed at the orphanage and the Art School.  Upon the successful completion of the project, the teachers and alumni presented the children with boxes of art supplies.  By conducting such activities for children with disabilities alumni improved upon civil society and helped to increased self-esteem and individualism among the children. 

Valentine’s Day Celebration: Alumni celebrated Valentine’s Day with the residents of a local nursing home. Alumni made lunch for the residents, told them about the history of Valentine’s Day, and read them love poems.  Akmalhon Ibragimov ’04, Inomjon Igamov ’05, and Bahrom Ismailov ’05 were in charge of buying necessary supplies, while Madina Danaeva ’06, Sitora Khalimova ’04, Farhunda Mirboboeva ’05, and Tanya Petrova ’06 bought presents for the residents and organized the luncheon.  Alfiya Kulmamadova ’03 gave a presentation about the history of Valentine’s Day and Malika Khakimova ’04 and Akmal Karimov ’04 wrote and recited poems.  Eleven alumni and two students from local universities organized this event.

Professional Development Seminar:  On February 23, 12 alumni attended the seminar entitled “How to Get a Job Abroad.”  Eurasia Undergraduate Exchange Program alumnus Manuchehr Holov explained how to search for jobs abroad and how to apply.   Alumni asked questions about scholarships and sponsorships.  Later, participants celebrated the February 23 holiday by watching a movie and eating dinner together.   

Education Opportunities in the U.S. Seminar:  Farhod Khalikov ’05 held a seminar on February 26, at the International Research and Exchanges Board (IREX) office for 10 university and four high school students interested in educational opportunities abroad.  He gave those in attendance information about the FLEX program and other programs administered by American Councils.  At the end of event, participants watched a movie about the U.S.
Upcoming Events: 

· Meeting with the Ambassador for the Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE) will take place on March 7.  

· March Eight Holiday Celebration in Khujand is scheduled for March 9.   

· Civic Education Workshop is planned for March 23.   

· Women’s History Month Celebrations will be held on March 26.  

Contact: Dushanbe Alumni Coordinator Malika Khakimova ’04, flexalum@americancouncils.tj +992 (372) 21-21-03 

Turkmenistan

Ashgabat

English Club in Kunya-Urgench:  Enahan Shamuradova ’06 taught English Club classes for nine interested students in the Kunya-Urgench region on February 1, 5, 15, 22, and 23. Shamuradova taught the students basic grammar and talked to them about American culture and holidays.  

Project Development Seminar:  Leila Ishchanova ’03 organized a project development seminar on February 4, at the Public Affairs Office Conference Hall.  Hemra Atabayev, International Visitor Program alumnus and current national manager of the UN Program of Community Mobilization in Central Asia developed the seminar for FLEX alumni.  The seminar started with alumni analyzing different situations from different perspectives.  In this way, alumni would be able to realize the problem, goals, objective, and results before beginning a project.  The 11 participants worked together to create projects and analyze their effectiveness.  In addition, alumni developed two projects, one of which involves work with disabled children and the other, professional development for local students.  

Drama Club: On February 6, 8, and 13, Ekaterina Sultanova ’06 organized Drama Club meetings at the American Corner for 10 club members.  Participants continued practicing for their Valentine’s Day performances Stony-hearted and Valentine, which will be written and directed by members of the Drama Club and preformed in English.

Alumni Meeting: Grant proposals and upcoming events were the topics of discussion at alumni meetings on February 11 and 18.  Nune Djunielova ’01 gave alumni management and development suggestions for their grant proposal.  Alumni talked about the regional debate tournament, shared their ideas for organizing activities, and analyzed previous activities.  Irina Abasova ’06 (Mary), Maysa Akmuradova ’06, Diana Chariyeva ’06, Selbi Durdiyeva ’06, Selbi Durdiyeva ’06, Leila Ishchanova ’03, Ejegul Nuriyeva ’05, Anna Titova ’06, and Albina Volosevich ’06 attended the meetings.   

Valentine’s Day Celebration:  Forty-seven community members and 10 American Corner volunteers attended a Valentine’s Day celebration, which was organized by Ekaterina Sultanova ’06, on February 14.  Participants played games, sent each other Valentine’s Day cards, watched performances by the Drama Club, and felt the holiday spirit at this all-English event.  Dashoguz community members were introduced to foreign holidays and practiced their English. 

American Calendar:  On February 15, Ekaterina Sultanova ’06 together with Peace Corps volunteer Scott Milgroom conducted an American Calendar class at the American Corner to teach community members about upcoming foreign holidays and history.   Participants also talked about their national holidays.  

Valentine’s Day Presentation:  On February 18, Leila Ishchanova ’03 together with Selbi Doschanova, Educational Advising Center volunteer, made a presentation about Valentine’s Day for 10 interested visitors.  Participants learned about the history of the celebration and ways this holiday is celebrated in the U.S.  Those in attendance played games and sent Valentine’s Day cards.  

Headway Class:  Ekaterina Sultanova ’06 conducted Headway classes for 27 community members throughout February.  Participants practiced their English and played games to reinforce new information. 

Basketball Club: During February Ogulsoltan Ashirova ’05 conducted basketball practices for 18 people in Gorogly region at school #7.  The purpose of this club is to involve youth in sports and introduce them to the Alumni Association.  Participants learned the rules of basketball and developed their skills.
 Mary

Clean Up Day:  On February 1, Narmina Gasanova ’06, Anastasia Kuznesova ’05, Lyubov Lakomova ’06, Serdar Mommadov ’06, and Shemshat Nazarova ’06 organized a clean up day for 15 American Corner Volunteers. Visitors and alumni alike were pleased to take part in community service and volunteer activities.

Movie Night:  Twenty visitors of the American Corner celebrated Black History Month on February 6, by watching the movie Raisin in the Sun directed by Daniel Petrie.  The movie showed how African-Americans lived in the 1960s.  Students later discussed the movie and American culture.  Lyubov Lakomova ’06 organized this event.  

Power Point Presentation Workshop:  Five students attended a workshop conducted by Shemshat Nazarova ’06 on February 8.  Students learned how to make a Power Point Presentation and later showed their presentations to their classmates.  

U.S. High Schools Presentation:  Alumni gave presentations and shared experiences about their American high school to 25 American Corner visitors on February 8.  Lyubov Lakomova ’06, Shemshat Nazarova ’06, and Jamilya Rahmanova ’06 talked about the U.S. system of education, extracurricular activities, and social life at U.S. schools and gave advice to those who might study in the U.S.  After the presentation, students discussed differences between American and Turkmen systems of education. 

Black History Month Presentation:  To continue the celebration of Black History Month, Serdar Mommadov ’06 made a presentation on February 12.  The 15 American Corner visitors learned about how African people came to America, the trials and tribulations that they faced, and their influence on American culture during the 19th and 20th centuries.  On February 15, Lyubov Lakomova ’06 and Shemshat Nazarova ’06 made presentations about successful African American women and their influence on U.S. history and culture for 20 American Corner visitors.  Merdan Atdayev ’05 and Arslan Paytykov ’06 concluded the series of presentations on February 22.  Alumni presented material on the steps Africans took to gain freedom in America to 25 American Corner visitors.   All of the presentations were followed by question and answer periods.  

Valentine’s Day Celebration:  On February 13, Narmina Gasanova ’06 and Lyubov Lakomova ’06 made presentations about Valentine’s Day for 30 American Corner visitors.  Alumni talked about the history and legends associated with the holiday, played games, and made Valentine’s Day cards with the participants. 

Movie Night:  On February 20, Serdar Mommadov ’06 together with 15 American Corner visitors watched portions of movies to introduce themselves to the first American Presidents.  Students learned the Presidents’ biographies and practiced their English.

Computer Basics Class:  Jamilya Rahmanova ’06 and Sheker Muradova, Benjamin Franklin Transatlantic Fellow (BFTF) alumna, held Computer Basics classes for five interested visitors at the American Corner on February 21.  Organizers taught the students how to use Microsoft Word program and the students practiced their typing skills.   

Conversational English Class: On February 26, Lyubov Lakomova ’06 held a conversational English class for 15 students.  The students practiced listening comprehension and debate skills.  

Quiz on Black History Month: Organizers of the Black History Month presentation series, Lyubov Lakomova ’06 and Shemshat Nazarova ’06, tested 20 American Corner visitors on their knowledge of the history of African-Americans on February 28.  Leyla Ovezova, American Corner visitor, answering most of the questions correctly and received a gift to commemorate the event.  

Turkmenbat

Brain Ring:  American Corner volunteers Aziz Kuliyev and Irina Sergeeva led a Brain Ring competition between 10 American Corner visitors and alumni Madina Alieva ’06 and Sabina Hojakuliyeva ’05 on February 1.  Participants answered a variety of questions on all subjects.  

GOOD Club:  On February 2, Sabina Hojakuliyeva ’05 held GOOD Club meeting for the club’s 15 members.  Members chose the name for the club, Glad to Open Our Doors (GOOD).  Later they brainstormed ideas for volunteering events and planned a Valentine’s Day celebration for the American Corner.  Madina Alieva ’06 and Andrey Leskin ’06 are also members of the club.  

TOEFL Classes:  Ten students attended preparatory TOFEL classes taught by Gulbahar Bazarova ’05 on February 6-8.  Participants worked on English grammar exercises and leaned about the structure of the tests.  

English Grammar:  On February 9, Madina Alieva ’06 held an English Grammar class for 13 American Corner visitors.  The students reviewed previous topics and worked on new grammar and lexicon.  

Model UN:  Peace Corps volunteers Mariely Rodriquez and Richard Fuchs organized Model UN meeting for 20 interested youth on February 14.  Participants learned about the upcoming Model UN Competition in Ashgabat, the rules and requirements, and participated in mock sessions.  Madina Alieva ’06, Sabina Hojakuliyeva ’05, and Sabina Niyazova ’06 participated in the event.  

Valentine’s Day Celebration:  On February 14, Madina Alieva ’06, Sabina Hojakuliyeva ’05, Andrey Leskin ’06, and Sabina Niyazova ’06, together with members of the Glad to Open Our Doors (GOOD) club held a Valentine’s Day celebration at the American Corner for 45 visitors.  Peace Corps volunteer Richard Fuchs made a presentation about the background and history of Valentine’s Day.  Participants played games and celebrated the international holiday.

Meeting with Respected Guests: U.S. Embassy Representatives Richard A. Boucher, assistant secretary of state for South and Central Asian Affairs, Charge d’Affairs Jennifer Brush, Political Officer Roman Wasilewski, Acting Public Affairs Officer Sarah Hutchison, Cultural Affairs Assistant from the U.S. Embassy Maya Meredova, along with Country Director Ashley Moretz and representative Gulnara Khadyrova from U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) met with alumni from various U.S. Government sponsored programs and community members on February 16.  During the meeting, Mr. Boucher spoke about his job responsibilities and his meeting with the new President of Turkmenistan Gurbanguly Berdimuhammedov.  Those in attendance asked about future educational opportunities in Turkmenistan, the U.S. vision of diplomatic relations with Turkmenistan, and reforms that the President will make.  Geldimyrat Alimov ’06, Sabina Alimova ’06, Madina Aliyeva ’06, Nasiba Amanova ’05, Gulbahar Bazarova ’05, Sabina Hojakuliyeva ’05, Andrey Leskin ’06, and Junior Faculty Development Program alumni attended the event.  

Brain Ring Tournament:  On February 19, American Corner volunteers Aziz Kuliyev and Irina Sergeeva organized a Brain Ring Tournament dedicated to President’s Day in the U.S and National Flag Day in Turkmenistan.  Twenty visitors together with Madina Alieva ’06 and Sabina Hojakuliyeva ’05 answered various types of questions related to the biographies of and significant events in the life of U.S. Presidents and origin of the Turkmen Flag.  
Alumni Meeting:  Madina Alieva ’06, Geldimyrat Alimov ’06, Zoya Allanazarova ’06, Sabina Hojakuliyeva ’05, Andrey Leskin ’06, and Sabina Niyazova ’06 discussed proposals for the FLEX Alumni Grants Program, projects for Global Youth Service Day, and Global Village Scholarships on February 19.

Debate Club:  Sixteen American Corner visitors attended a debate club led by Sabina Hojakuliyeva ’05 on February 20.  The club began with a presentation about the history and influence African Americans have had on American culture.  Participants later debated on related topics.  

U.S. Government Classes:  On February 26, Madina Alieva ’06 held a U.S. Government class for six American Corner visitors.  Alieva made a presentation about the branches of governmental in the U.S. and participants asked questions about and discussed the information.  

Debate Tournament:  Six Debate Club members participated in a debate tournament on February 25, which was organized by Sabina Hojakuliyeva ’05.  They debated on the topic of the role of parents in children’s education.  This was a practice tournament to prepare participants for an upcoming tournament that will be held in Ashgabat.    

Turkmenbashy

Music Club: On February 1, Kristina Safarova ’06 held a Music Club meeting at the city polyclinic for seven students.  Participants learned new American songs and sang them together.  The club gives students the opportunity to enjoy music, improve listening comprehension, and increase their lexicon. 

Journalism Club: Weekly Journalism Club meetings for high school students led by Kristina Safarova ’06 and Peace Corps volunteer Denis Linderman started in February at the city polyclinic. Nine students learned about the importance of journalism and its sphere of influence. 

English Class:  Sevil Bayramova ’06 continued to hold weekly English classes at the city polyclinic throughout February.  Five students read texts and discussed them in English.  

Teens’ Club:  Peace Corp volunteer Dennis Linderman together with Sevil Bayramova ’06 and Kristina Safarova ’06 led Teens’ Club meetings on a weekly basis.  Five teenagers discussed their future plans and made posters to show where they would like to be in five years.  Such clubs help young people to understand issues and problems that teenagers often face.  

Girls’ Club:  Five girls attended the weekly Girls’ Club meetings at the central polyclinic, led by Sevil Bayramova ’06, Kristina Safarova ’06, and Peace Corps volunteer Tessa Walker in February.  During the meetings, participants talked about their personalities and discussed ways to avoid problems that affect most teenage girls.  
 Upcoming Events:

Ashgabat

· Interviews for the 16 and up Club are scheduled for March 3.

· Alumni Meetings will be held on March 3 and 25.

· Celebration of International Women’s Day will be organized for volunteers on March 7.

· Conversation Classes will be held every Saturday.

· 16 and Up Club meetings will take place every Saturday.

· Art Classes will come to pass on Saturdays.

· Public Speaking Classes will continue to be taught on Saturdays. 
· Visit to the Abadan Orphanage to celebrate the old New Year will take place in March.
Dashoguz

· Newsletter Meeting is scheduled for March 1.

· Visit to Rehabilitation Center for the Deaf and Blind will take place on March 20. 

· Alumni Meetings will be organized during March.

· Headway Class will be taught on Thursdays.

· Debate Classes will take place on weekday nights.  

· Drama Club practices will be organized every Tuesday.

· English Club classes will be taught from Monday to Friday. 

· Movie Nights will be organized on Wednesdays. 

· Basketball Practices will be held four times a week in March.

· Spring Camp for students will be organized in March.
Mary

· Successful Women Presentations will be held on March 1.

· Women’s Day Presentation will take place on March 8.

· Life in Sakarchaga Presentation will take place on March 14.

· Grant-writing Seminar will come to pass on March 17-18

· Women’s Rights Movement Presentation is planned to take place on March 19.

· South Carolina State Presentation will take place on March 26.

· America through my Eyes presentation will be held on March 28.

· Alaska State Presentation is scheduled for March 29.  

· Debate Club is planned for Fridays.  

· Current News Club will be held every Friday.

· Conversational English Classes are scheduled for Mondays.

· Reading Club will be taught on Fridays. 

· Boys’ Club will be held every Tuesday. 

· Elementary English Classes will be taught on Tuesdays. 

· World Languages Club will be held every Friday.

Turkmenabat

· Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE) Academy in Bishkek presentation will be held on March 13.

· Music Club will be taught on Wednesdays.

· Alumni Meetings will be held on a weekly basis.   
· TOEFL Classes are scheduled for Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays.
· English Grammar Classes will be taught on Fridays.
· Debate Club is scheduled for Tuesdays.
· GOOD Club will take place on Fridays.
· Current Events Club will be held on Mondays. 
· U.S. Government Club meetings are scheduled for Thursdays.
Turkmenbashy

· Movie Nights are scheduled for March 8 and 29. 

· World Water Day Presentations are scheduled for March 23. 

· Teens’ Club meetings will be held every Tuesday. 

· Debate Classes will take place every Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday. 

· Spring Holiday Presentation will be held on Thursdays. 

· Music Club meetings will come to pass on Thursdays. 

· English Classes for disabled children are scheduled for Mondays.  

· English Club meetings will take place on Tuesdays. 

· Journalism Club meetings will be held every Friday. 

· Boys’ Club meetings will come to pass on Wednesdays. 

· Computer Classes for disabled children will be held every Friday.
Contact: Ashgabat Alumni Coordinator Leila Ishchanova ’03, flexalum@online.tm   (+99312) 34-26-34

Ukraine

Kharkiv  

FLEX Alumni Grants Program Seminar: On February 1, 10 alumni attended a seminar devoted to the annual FLEX Alumni Grants Program.  Lyudmila Suprun ’99, a grant winner in 2006 gave useful advice on grant-writing procedures, answered questions, and talked about her project.  Alumni discussed ideas for grant proposals and brainstormed.  

Alumni Meeting: On February 5, alumni went skiing and discussed upcoming projects and the FLEX Alumni Grants Program.  Alumni discussed their grants initiatives, gave each other advice on ways to conduct projects more efficiently, and brainstormed fundraising ideas.  Alumni continued to work on grant proposals on Sundays in February.  Kostyantyn Achkasov ’06, Iryna Horb ’04, Oleksandra Lytvynova ’04, Igor Murashko ’04, Iryna Shpak ’04, and Yulia Zemlitska ’06 attended the event.  

Meeting with U.S. Ambassador:  Kostyantyn Achkasov ’06, Anton Borysov ’00, Anastasiya Gerets ’04, Tetyana Shamrai ’04, Iryna Shpak ’04, and Aleksandra Tsymbal ’04 met U.S. Ambassador William Taylor on February 28.  The Ambassador asked alumni about student leaders and student-initiated community service projects in the Kharkiv region.  Ambassador Taylor told alumni that he considered the FLEX program the most successful of all the U.S. government sponsored programs and was glad to have had a chance to meet active members of the Alumni Association.  

Upcoming Events:  

· Essay Contest for high school students will take place on March 12-17. 

· Theater Evening for interested alumni is scheduled for March 24.

· English is Easy Project will continue to be held on Saturdays in March.  

Contact: Kharkiv Alumni Coordinator Iryna Shpak ’04, flexalumni@americancouncils-kharkiv.org.ua +380 (572) 45-62-78.

Kyiv

Charity Ball: The 14 members of the Charity Ball Organizing Committee met to decide upon the venue for the event and brainstorm ways to find sponsors.  Olena Bura ’04 and Maryna Gaidak ’04 volunteered to contact celebrities to participate in the event, while Nataliya Kharchevska ’04 volunteered to find media coverage. The Benefit Ball will take place on April 14 at the Soho restaurant.  

Movie Night: On February 22, 25 alumni watched Tim Burton’s adaptation of Charlie and the Chocolate Factory.  Although these events are informal, they give alumni the chance to share personal and professional updates and to network.  
Upcoming Events:

· Professional Skills Training is planned for March 10 and 17.

· Charity Ball meetings will be held on March 14 and 21. 

· Movie Night is scheduled for March 30.

Contact: Kyiv Alumni Coordinator Olena Bura ’04 and Maryna Gaydak ’03, flexalumni@americancouncilskyiv.org.ua   (44) 246-82-82

Lviv 

Alumni Meeting: On February 20, alumni discussed grant proposals at the Internet Access Training Program (IATP) Center.  Orysia Kobel ’02 and Alla Myshalova ’03 made a presentation on writing grant proposals.    Orysia Kobel ’02, Vitaliy Korostylyov ’06, Alla Myshalova ’03, Olha Panchak ’03, Maksym Thoryk ’06, and Iryna Zayats ’05 attended the meeting.  

Essay Contest: Alumni Coordinator Alla Myshalova ’03 organized an essay contest for students from rural territories around Lviv in February.  Students wrote about the pros and cons of Ukraine being part of NATO.  The contest aims to raise awareness of the goals of NATO and how it operates.  Alumni will judge the essays in March, announce three winning candidates, and hold leadership trainings for all participants.   

Benefit Evening: On February 10, members of the Zonta Club and 22 alumni members of the Race for Children Team organized a charity evening to raise money for the Race for Children fund whose profits go to purchase medical equipment for four maternity hospitals in Lviv.  One hundred and thirty members of the local community and political and business leaders attended the event at the House of Scholars.  Famous singers Andriana and Sofia Fedyna provided complimentary entertainment, while designer Roksolana Bogutska showed her Winter-Spring 2007 collection and her first ever collection of eyewear.  After covering the costs of the evening, the event raised $3000 for the Race for Children fund.  Western Ukraine newspaper Vysokyi Zamok and radio Lvivska Hvylia highlighted the event.       

Upcoming Events:

· Resume-writing Training is scheduled for March 9.    

· Healthy Lifestyle Training for the Student Honor Society is planned for March 14.

· Seminar for Active Youth will be held on March 20.

· Essay Contest and Leadership Training is planned for April 2.  

· Alumni Meeting in Ternopil will take place in April.   

Contact: Lviv Alumni Coordinator Alla Myshalova ’03, alumni@americancouncils.lviv.ua  +380 (032) 22 93 78.

Kherson

Children’s Friends Charity Project: Starting February 12, Alina Manuilova ’05 together with students from the Kherson National Technical University began a follow-up project to help the children at the Kherson Orphanage where they organized a series of art workshops.  These students hope to collect money to equip and renovate the drawing room at the orphanage.  Project organizers worked together with representatives of Men against the Violence, a local NGO, to collect money from shoppers at the Oskar supermarket.  Over a three-week period, project participants collected nearly $900, which will be used to help the children develop their artistic and dramatic talents.
Conclusion of Orphanage Project: Alina Manuilova ’05 and students from the Kherson National Technical University concluded a series of workshops at the Kherson orphanage in February.  The project aimed to develop imagination and creativity among orphans through art.  Workshops devoted to drama, poetry, and drawing developed the children’s skills so that they would be able to perform in and create a Valentine’s Day play.  On February 17, the children and project organizers put on an original play The True Love Story, which showed off the dramatic and artistic talents of all participants.  The group that organized this project is currently planning similar trainings in other orphanages and developing more workshops for the children.  

Mykolayiv

Volunteerism Training: Ten alumni attended a training entitled, “Volunteering: Is It Really worth My Time?” at the Mykolayiv State Humanitarian University on February 18.  FLEX alumni had discussed the problem of social apathy among youth with Peace Corps volunteers (PCVs).  Subsequently, Iryna Lysenko ’03 and Alina Senchuk ’06 together with PCVs created this training model to teach alumni, who would then use the information to do similar presentations at schools.  The training began with a presentation by PCV Molly DeStafney about the roots of the volunteer movement in the U.S. and the driving forces behind national community service programs.  PCVs Taina Torres and Courtney Skiles moderated a discussion on the pros and cons of volunteering, followed by a short training on community fundraising by PCV Josh Aaseng.   Participating alumni will begin a series of similar trainings in local schools starting in March.  
Sevastopol 

Alumni Meeting: On February 11, alumni discussed perspective projects and brainstormed ideas for the FLEX Alumni Grants Program.  Andrey Poteryakhin ’02 and Dmitriy Savchenko ’03 presented their ideas and then alumni gave feedback and constructive advice.  Volodymyr Bilay ’03 moderated the meeting and shared his experience in writing grant proposals.  Following the discussion, alumni brainstormed ideas for Global Youth Service Day projects.  Olga Kaluzhna ’05, Yulia Limorekno ’00, Iryna Ogay ’04, and Yulia Tiutiunnik ’02 also attended the meeting.  
 Meeting with U.S. Embassy Representatives: On February 21, Volodymyr Bilay ’03, Valeriya Fedosova ’06, Iryna Kalinichenko ’98, and Iryna Ogay ’04, together with representatives from local NGOs in Sevastopol met the First Secretary of the U.S. Embassy in Ukraine Michael Uehara.  During the meeting, Mr. Uehara talked to the participants about the multicultural background of Americans, hardships immigrants faced during the first half of the twentieth century, and immigration to the U.S. from various countries.  He shared information about the amount and kind of aid that the U.S. government provides cultural minorities.  

Simferopol

Alumni Meeting: An informal alumni meeting was held at the Taurida National University on February 11.  Anna Zarichna ’03 told the 11 alumni in attendance about the City Representative Conference, gave a small training on grant-writing techniques, and informed alumni about different internships available. Alumni discussed prospective projects and planned the National Interests Conference at Taurida National University, which will be held on March 16-17.  

Upcoming Events:

· Sevastopol Seminar on Copyright Laws is planned for March 4.

· Alumni Meeting in Mykolayiv is scheduled for March 10.

· Conference on National Interests of Ukraine will be held on March 16-17.

· Roundtable of Alumni Journalists and Web-designers will take place on March 24. 

· Alumni Reunion in Simferopol is planned for March 25.

· Sevastopol Alumni Meeting and Frisbee Game will take place on March 25.  

· Sevastopol Ecological Project will begin on March 31.  

Contact: Sevastopol Alumni Coordinator Vlodymyr Bilay ’03, flexalumni@americancouncilsodesa.org.ua +380 (48) 222-90-77.

ALUMNI SUCCESSES

Armenia

Sona Nahapetyan ’06 is an intern at the Educational Advising Center.

Anush Playan ’02 was recently inducted as a member of the Youth for Achievements NGO. 

Azerbaijan

Leyla Naghiyeva ’06 will attend a youth workshop on the environment and world health, organized by the World Health Organization on March 23-25, in Luxembourg.

Georgia

Sopho Bagauri ’04 is taking part in a two-month internship at the International Research and Exchanges Board for the Internet Access Training Program (IATP) Administrative Office. 

Viktoria Bunturi ’06 is a secretary at Siemens.
Keti Chemia ’03 is a legal assistant at the World Bank Group International Finance Corporation.
Giorgi Nadareishvili ’04 will intern for a research group for computational mathematics and computer sciences in Zurich.  He won this opportunity after being accepted into the Swiss Federal Institute of Technology (ETH) University of Zurich, Switzerland Internship Program.
Irinka Rekhviashvili ’03 and Irina Arabidze ’03 received scholarships from the Central European University in the departments of International Relations and European Studies.

Kazakhstan 

 Anar Abdrakhmanova ’05 worked as an interpreter at Europa PLUS radio station in Almaty in December.

Dias Baimagulov ’04 won a Bolashak Presidential Scholarship and will study in the U.S.

Assel Baltabayeva ’04 was appointed secretary of the Students’ Budgetary Fee Committee at the Kazakhstan Institute of Management, Economics, and Strategic Research (KIMEP) University

Assel Baltabayeva ’04, Marzhan Serekova ’04, and Dinara Urazova ’04 took part in the Belarusian Model UN International Conference in Minsk, Belarus.

Assel Baltabayeva ’04, Aigerim Miyatova ’04, Marzhan Serekova ’04, and Aiman Yedigeyeva ’05 acted as student delegates at the Education Without Borders Biennial International Student Conference in Abu Dhabi on February 25-27.

Zemfira Galiulina ’06 and Kseniya Shilina ’06 became Co-City Representatives for the city of Taraz in February.

Valeriy Kim ’06 organized the Kazakhstan Institute of Management, Economics, and Strategic Research (KIMEP) University Intramural Basketball Tournament.

Aiman Yedigeyeva ’05 was nominated for the position of senator of the College of Business student council at the Kazakhstan Institute of Management, Economics, and Strategic Research (KIMEP) University

Kyrgyzstan

Azamat Boltobaev ’01 is a consultant at the Micro Credit Fund in Bishkek.  

Cholpon Charginova ’05 and Imaralieva Ulkan ’05 are teaching English.

Alexandra Solomatova ’05 volunteered to be a trainer in the “Know Your Rights” Project, which is being administered by an Undergraduate Exchange Program alumna.

Maksat Tynaev ’00 returned from England where he completed his master’s degree. Presently he is teaching classes on management at the British University in Kyrgyzstan.

Imankulov Urmat ’02 is the director of NGO Youth Initiative.  He organizes monthly debates for high school and university students.

Moldova

Olesea Burdugos ’06 was selected to participate in the American Institute for Political Studies in Prague. 

Olga Demcenco ’03 participated in the International Student Festival on Globalization in Trondheim, Norway. 

Vitalie Djugostran ’05 and Mihaela Isac ’05 will conduct education seminars across Moldova.

Emilia Dimitriu ’06 won second place in an English Language Olympiad. 

Lilia Fusa ’04 was selected to participate in the Civic Education Workshop in Washington D.C. as an outstanding representative of the FLEX alumni program.

Mihaela Isac ’05 won a local Biology Olympiad and got second place in a Computer Science Olympiad. 

Diana Lebediuc ’06 won first place, while representing her school in the “If I were the Mayor.”  She was awarded the opportunity to meet the mayor of Balti and was interviewed by the national TV channel. On a separate note, she received third place in the Balti English Language Olympiad. 

Victoria Mihalachi ’06 won a local English Language Olympiad and was awarded third place at the local French Language Olympiad.  For her achievement she won the opportunity to attend the Adventure of the 100 Journalists Workshop.  This workshop teaches participants about elections and the importance of high turnouts at elections.  

Cristina Poleacovschi ’05 won a grant from the Alumni Resource Center.  Together Vitalie Djugostran ’05 and Mihaela Isac ’05 will organize education seminars across Moldova.

Iulia Vranceanu ’03 was selected to participate in the American Institute for Political Studies in Prague.

 Russia

Moscow

Tatyana Maksatova ’03 and Yulia Tell ’03 participated in the International University of Bremen - Open 2007 Debate Tournament on February 2-4.  Fifty-two teams and 104 debaters from European countries participated in this annual event, which is sponsored by the German newspaper Die Ziet. Tatyana Maksatova’s team made it to the semifinals of this event.  More information about this event can be found on www.iub-open.org.

Yulia Molodtsova ‘98 was selected to participate in the Civic Education Workshop in Washington D.C. as an outstanding representative of the FLEX alumni program.

Nizhny Novgorod

Aleksey Valyugin ’03 participated in Education Without Borders (EWB) Conference on February 25-27.  He made presentations on “The Incentive of Education as an Indispensable Tool to Fight World Poverty.”

Novosibirsk

Igor Babichev ’01 will join the Microsoft Company team in the U.S.

Anastasiya Parfenova ’04 tutored nine students to assist them in passing their entrance exams for Moscow State University. 

Yuliya Shakurova ’04 is teaching a course at the Physics-Mathematic School entitled Speak Out.   

Yelena Veligur ’06 took third place in a regional English Language Olympiad. 

 St. Petersburg

Anna Abramishvilli ’06 took second place in a St. Petersburg tour guide competition among high school students and participated in a Peace and Friendship class for Dutch TV.


Olga Barshay ’06 has won an English language competition sponsored by Express Publishing for high school students. She received a 10000-ruble certificate to purchase English books at The John Parson’s Bookshop.


Yury Gaevskiy ’05 and Ulyana Vasilyeva ’05 will be teaching assistants at the FLEX Pre-Departure Orientation. 

Rimma Lesheva ’02 participated in a workshop entitled “The Ultimate Political System" during International Student Week in Trondheim, Norway on Feb 16-26.  International Student Week is the world's largest student festival and this year’s theme was Global Boundaries. More information can be found at www.isfit.org.  


Marianna Mazurkevich ’04 visited her U.S. host family.


Polina Petrun ’01 is a U.S. government alumni assistant at the Young Leaders’ American Corner.


Alyona Romashkina ’04 (Petrozavodsk) has been invited to work as interpreter for two weeks on an ecological project in Sveg, Sweden at the end of March. 


Vladivostok

Olga Bukach ’04 is the Assistant Managing Director of the Model UN club at the Russian Far East State University (MUNRFE). She recently participated in a Parliament Debate Tournament and President’s Council in Komsomolsk-na-Amure as well as teaching at an advanced leadership school in the same city.  Currently, she studies in the French and English Linguistics Departments at MUNRFE and coaches Russian teams that are preparing for the 2007 Model UN Conference in San Francisco.  Olga further plans to initiate a summer school project entitled Summer Assembly.  

Polina Zavyalova ’00 is an office manager at the Hyundai Hotel.
Volgograd

Natalia Bochkareva ’02 and Elena Fomenko ’03 (Volzhsky) took part in a seminar together with History students from four regions of Russia, entitled “Youth Civil Activity” in Voronezh on February 27-28.  More information about this event can be found at http://www.vsu.ru/news/index.do?id=804.

Ksenia Gnesheva ’03 (Saratov) teaches orphans English at the American Center in Saratov and organizes monthly alumni led presentations about the state that they lived in while on the FLEX program.  

Oksana Panfilova ’04 (Gorodishe) was appointed head of a summer English Camp in Volgograd.

Olga Pimenova ’02 (Saratov) is a translator at the Saratov Dating Agency.

Dmitriy Shaposhnikov ’02 was promoted to Manager of the International Department at GFI Mobile, a company that develops mobile telephone games and applications in Moscow.

Viktoriya Shlakhter ’06 took second place at an English Language Olympiad in Volgograd and fifth place in the region.

Yekaterinburg

Ruslan Nechay ’00 is a sales manager at the Nizhpharm pharmaceutical company, one of three leading medicine producers and distributors in the country. 

Nataliya Shipulina ’03 received the Deli certificate for proficiency in Spanish.  She was also selected to participate in the Russia – NATO summit model event, a joint project of Tyumen State University and Ural State University.

Tajikistan

Jafar Asimov ’94 was selected to participate in the Civic Education Workshop in Washington D.C. as an outstanding representative of the FLEX alumni program.
Sitora Kasymova ’06 is teaching English to eighth and ninth graders at the Tajik-Turkish High School.  Among her other recent achievements, this first year student in the department of Economics at the Tajik National State University recently won an English Language Olympiad among university students in Dushanbe and is preparing for the national Olympiad.

Turkmenistan

 Madina Alieva ’06 passed the TOEFL exam.

Andrey Leskin ’06 won the Turkmenbat English Language Olympiad.

Serdar Mommadov ’06 won the local English Language Olympiad and got third place in the regional English Language Olympiad.

Ekaterina Sultanova ’06 together with volunteers from the American Corner successfully organized a Valentine’s Day Celebration and introduced 47 people to the American holiday.

Ahmed Tagiyev ’05 participated in a workshop entitled "Global Boundaries” during International Student Week in Trondheim, Norway on Feb 16-26.  International Student Week is the world's largest student festival and this year’s theme was Global Boundaries. More information can be found at www.isfit.org.

Ukraine 

Kharkiv

Kostyantyn Achkasov ’06 and Anna Boiko ’04 tied for first place in an English contest for students majoring in disciplines other than English language held by the Kharkiv National University.  Kostyantyn studies in the department of Physics and Technology, while Anna is a student in the Applied Mechanics Department.

Kostyantyn Achkasov ’06 won a poetry contest that was sponsored by a local television channel.  Kostyantyn and other talented youth recited original poems and viewers voted for their favorite poets. 

Anton Borisov ’00, Artyom Marinich ’06, and Artyom Sokolskiy ’05, active members of the Association des Etats Gеnеraux des Etudiants de l'Europe, (AEGEE) organized a cultural exchange for five students from Europe and Russia.  The exchange students visited Kharkiv for two weeks to learn more about Ukraine and see Kharkiv. A local television station interviewed the foreign guests and Anton, AGREE Coordinator in Kharkiv.

Yulia Zemlytska ’06 won the regional Law Olympiad among eleventh graders.  She will compete in the all-Ukrainian republican law competition.
Kyiv

Igor Mironov ’03 is an auditor for the key clients department at the Sun InterBrew Company in Ukraine.

Dmytro Myroshnychenko ’03 is working for Deloitte in the human resource department.

Dmytro Sokolskyy ’05 is working for a real estate company as a manager’s assistant.

Lviv

Ivanna Danylyk ’06 attended a meeting with the Ambassadors of Austria, Germany and Poland at the Lviv Gymnasium of International Relations. 

Vitaliy Korostyliov ’06, Nelya Rudnytska ’06, Iryna Shumanska ’06, Olena Shuryn ’06, and Oleksandr Sklyarov ’06 competed in and won their school and district English Olympiads in English and later represented their districts at the regional competition.  Shuryn will represent the Lviv Region in the All-State Olympiad.
Alla Myshalova ’03 was chosen to intern at the Canadian Parliament within the realm of the Canada-Ukraine Parliamentary Program. Detailed information on the program can be found at www.katedra.org 
Sevastopol

Nadezhda Dekina ’06 successfully passed the TOEFL and SAT exams.

Yulia Nikolaenko ’02 was offered a two-month internship in the Logistics Department of the Steel Corporation in Donetsk.

Andriy Poteryakhin ’02 took part in a conference about copyright laws and property protection in Kyiv.

Alina Shiryaeva ’06 won a local English Language Olympiad and will compete in a nation-wide competition in April.  






























































