American Council of Teachers of Russian

Olympiada of Spoken Russian:  Information
The ACTR Olympiada of Spoken Russian  is a unique and enjoyable event.  There is no other language contest like it in the United States.  The ACTR Olympiada will give your students the opportunity

· To gain confidence in their ability to speak Russian

· To demonstrate some familiarity with Russian civilization

· To acquire a sense of achievement

· To be recognized for their efforts to master a very challenging language

· To interact with students of Russian from other schools

The ACTR Olympiada of Spoken Russian  fosters teamwork and collegiality among Russian teachers in states and regions, as well as throughout the United States, and is an ideal vehicle for promoting the study of Russian in your school, the district, the state, and nationally.

Working with one or more colleagues, chairs plan, organize, and administer regional or state contests.  To share the burden of organizing this event and to ensure continuity from year to year, it is strongly recommended that chairs involve at least two other colleagues from their area.  Chairs will report the results of their Olympiada immediately following the competition.  Chairs are invited to attend the annual ACTR Olympiada Committee Meeting held at the AATSEEL/ACTR Conference in December to review the Olympiada of the previous year and to discuss and modify rules for the Olympiada as necessary.

Each regional contest should follow the format of the International Olympiada:  (See the materials at http://www.americancouncils.org/compAwards.php for more details). 

Commission I:     Speaking about yourself

Commission II:   Civilization

Commission III:  Reading and discussion; recitation of a poem

Chairs may also wish to consider combining the Olympiada Contest with:

· a Russian immersion weekend 

· a Russian film festival

· a Russian talent show 

· a Russian dinner/dance

· a Russian College Bowl 

· a Russian poster contest

· a Russian t-shirt design contest 
· other event

CATEGORIES FOR REGISTRATION

Regular

Most students will register in this category according to their level of study (e.g., Russian I students in Level I, etc.).  These are students whose knowledge of Russian was acquired in a United States classroom.

Heritage Learners

Heritage Learners are students who arrived in the United States up to and including age 10, from NIS countries.   This makes schooling in Russian the essential criterion.  The Heritage Learners are to be placed in their own separate category and will be eligible for finalist positions for the Vladimir summer program.

Native Speakers

This category is for students from homes where Russian is the principal spoken language, and for students from bilingual homes.

Independent Students

If no Russian course is offered in his or her school, a student may participate, but must be sponsored by a teacher or staff member from the school and will pay a participation fee of $15.

REGISTRATION FEES

For all students whose teachers are members of ACTR for the current calendar year, the fee for registration is $6.00.  If a teacher is not a current member of ACTR, the fee for each student is $7.50.  There are no refunds for students who do not participate after registration.

NATIONAL FINALISTS

Each state/region participating in the Olympiada in a given year will have at least one National Finalist.  Certain states/regions will be allotted additional finalists based on the number of upper-level (III, IV, V) participants (not registrants) competing in the contest.  States and regions may also designate one finalist in the Heritage Learner category.  These finalists must be upper-level students (unless the school attended does not offer upper-level courses).

UNITED STATES TEAM

From its pool of finalists, each state/region will nominate its best student(s) to the U. S. Team.  The final team will consist of approximately 15 students nation-wide from the Regular category, plus up to five from the Heritage Learner category.

The Olympiada Chairs, working closely with American Councils staff in Washington, DC, will make the final determination of team member slots.  Team member nominees from states/regions with a relatively small number of upper-level participants may be required to take part in individual telephone interviews to determine final team member slots.  These interviews will be conducted by experienced native speakers of Russian from the American Councils office in Washington, DC.  Such interviews will be scheduled within the same period of time to facilitate a fair judgment process.

ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS FOR FINALISTS  

(PLEASE OBSERVE THESE RULES!)

To become a member of the U. S. Team, a student
· Must be a current high school student (or a home-schooled student at the high school level) in a U. S. high school

· Must have studied in the U. S. high school for at least the previous two years 

· Must have a U. S. passport or a foreign passport plus a green card by April 2!
· Must currently be involved in Russian studies
· Must be at least 16 years old by the time the trip commences
· Must be an excellent representative and ambassador of the United States
· Must obtain outstanding references from his/her teacher and principal (not a parent)
· Must have a serious interest in studying the Russian language and culture
· Must be willing to regularly attend classes/lectures and take part in all excursions and all scheduled activities in Russia planned by faculty and group leaders
· Must be prepared to live with a Russian family and be flexible to follow a demanding schedule

PLEASE NOTE:  One team member finalist per school.  Finalists from previous years who have taken part in the Summer Program in Russia may not repeat the trip.  However, they are free to participate in the state or regional Olympiada at the discretion of the Chair.

PLEASE NOTE:  The allocation of team member slots is based on the upper-level participation of the current year, so no determination of team member slots can be made until after all state/regional contests have been complete.  It is important that all Olympiadas be complete and reported by April 2!
SCORING

Judges will use a range of 60 through 100 for scoring.  Medals will be awarded according to the following scale:

90-100 points - Gold medal

70-79 points - Bronze medal

80-89 points - Silver medal

60-70 points - honorable mention

If you have been using a scale of 6 to 10, multiply by 10.  All contestants should get at least an honorable mention.

MEDALS AND CERTIFICATES

Each school will automatically receive certificates and medals upon successful completion of their respective Olympiadas from George Morris at ACTR Member Services.

REPORTING RESULTS

In order to determine team member allocation, it is very important that Summary Forms from each state/region be turned in immediately after completion of each Olympiada, but no later than April 2.
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