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CONTEMPORARY RUSSIA PROGRAM

Summer 2010
A program of the American Council of Teachers of Russian

(A division of American Councils for International Education)

An English-language-based summer program in Moscow, Russia

for elementary  and secondary-school teachers, and graduate and undergraduate students, 
PROGRAM DESCRIPTION

The American Councils Contemporary Russia Program offers students and current American teachers of history, social studies, and language arts an opportunity to study abroad in Russia and to gain new knowledge and competency in Russian area studies and Russian language.  Contemporary Russia is the first American Councils program designed to serve participants at all levels of Russian-language proficiency, including those with no prior training in the language. It provides twenty-two hours per week of in-class instruction in Russian economics, Russian politics, Russian culture, and Russian language. All content-based courses are taught in English by faculty of the State University: Higher School of Economics in Moscow, one of Russia's most prestigious centers for the study of social sciences. Program participants receive ten hours per week of Russian language instruction geared toward their skill level (participants with no prior training in Russian will be provided elementary instruction, while those who have completed previous language courses will attend more advanced classes). Participants are registered for academic credit at Bryn Mawr College. A full-time resident director oversees academic and cultural programs; assists participants in academic, administrative and personal matters; and coordinates activities with the host institution faculty. Participants live with Russian host families or in university dormitories. A full time home-stay coordinator arranges family placements and works closely with the resident director to assist participants with host family issues.  Other program features include weekly cultural excursions, peer tutors, and pre-departure orientation in Washington, D.C.

The program will take place at the Higher School of Economics from June 22, 2010 to July 28, 2010. Twelve finalists will be selected to receive program funding from the U.S. Department of Education under the Fulbright-Hays Act. All program expenses (less the $850 administrative fee and their domestic travel to and from Washington, D.C.) will be paid for these participants. In order to receive Fulbright-Hays funding, applicants must be (1) U.S. citizens or permanent who are currently K-12 teachers of culture, history, or literature, or (2) U.S. citizens or permanent residents who are graduate students or rising juniors and seniors at the undergraduate level, and plan to pursue a career in teaching.
NATURE OF THE FELLOWSHIP

Finalists will each receive round-trip international airfare from Washington, D.C., to Moscow, Russia; housing with a Russian host family or in the Moscow International University dormitory, including two meals a day; tuition and fees at the Higher School of Economics; Russian visa; insurance; and academic credit from Bryn Mawr College. Participants are responsible for the $850 administrative fee; the cost of domestic transportation in the United States; and for incidentals.

DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION OF APPLICATIONS:  February 15, 2010
NOTIFICATION AND ORIENTATION

All applicants will receive formal notification of the results by mail by approximately April 15, 2010.   All participants must travel to Russia with the group and must attend a pre-departure orientation conference in Washington, D.C.

PROGRAM INFORMATION

United States Department of Education

The United States Department of Education, through its Fulbright-Hays Group Projects Abroad, provides funds for this program for in-service and pre-service teachers.  The Fulbright-Hays Act is designed to contribute to the development and improvement of the study of modern foreign languages and area studies in the United States by providing training opportunities for faculty, teachers, upperclassmen and graduate students in selected foreign countries.  Awards are made under the program to conduct overseas projects in teacher training, curriculum development, and other fields. 

American Councils for International Education: ACTR/ACCELS

American Councils’ Russian and Eurasian Outbound Programs office has administered intensive Russian language study programs in immersion settings for American undergraduate and graduate students to study at institutes and universities in Russia since 1976.  

SCHOLARSHIP ELIGIBILITY

In order to receive U.S. Department of Education funding, applicants must be U.S. citizens or permanent residents and be in-service K-12 teachers of culture, history, or literature. This same grant will also support a number of university students with an interest in teaching as a profession.  In the selection process, preference will be given to applicants who have not been to Russia for an extended period during the past three years; to non-native speakers; and to teachers who can present plans for new courses or classroom modules in Russian culture, history, language, area studies or literature.  

Teachers: Teachers will be selected for U.S. Department of Education funding on the basis of their statement of purpose, letters of reference, teaching responsibilities, and academic achievement.  Fellowship recipients will be required to develop program modules or classroom materials during the summer.  A working group will meet once per week in Moscow to examine such topics as teaching methodologies; new resources for courses on history, culture, language and current events; and ways of incorporating information gleaned from the program into U.S. classrooms.
Students:  The fellowship is open to rising juniors and seniors (as well as graduate students) who are pre-service teachers.  Student fellows must commit to completing at least two presentations in local schools during the academic year immediately following their return to the U.S. from the Contemporary Russia program.  In their presentations, fellows will be asked to describe their experience in Russia and to summarize the most important insights they gained while on the program. 

Admissions

Admission to all American Councils Programs is competitive and is based on academic ability, record, and references. All applications will receive consideration without regard to any factor such as race, color, religion, sex, sexual orientation, national origin, marital status, political affiliation, or disability.
Academic Credit
Bryn Mawr College provides academic credit for the Contemporary Russia program.

Participants receive the equivalent of eight (undergraduate) or ten (graduate) semester hours of academic credit. 

Russ 200/500 Special Topics: Russian Politics     
1.0 unit (4 or 5 semester credits)

Russ 201/501 Special Topics: Russian Economics 
1.0 unit (4 or 5 semester credits)
APPLICATION INSTRUCTIONS

Please read the entire application carefully before beginning to complete it. Certain questions are included for research purposes only; please answer all questions completely. 

•     Statement of Purpose in English (original & 2 copies): A 500-word (typed) "statement of purpose" in English to be read only by the American Councils Selection Committee in which you discuss all information relevant to your decision to study in Russia at this point in your academic or professional career.  

Teachers should discuss their plans for courses and/or modules in culture, history, literature or language they plan to develop after their return from the Contemporary Russia program, as well as describe the value these developments will have for their students. 

Students should discuss (1) their interest in the teaching profession; and (2) a proposal to conduct at least two (hour-long) presentations at local elementary and secondary schools in the academic year following completion of the Contemporary Russia Program.  Please describe initial contacts with local school officials or teachers who have expressed willingness to host talks upon your return to the U.S.

•
Two personal reference forms: If you have previously studied the Russian language, one of the two personal reference forms must be from a professor or teacher capable of assessing your current Russian-language ability.  Additional references must be from people who have known you over an extended period of time in an academic or professional capacity.  References must be submitted in a sealed envelope with the recommender’s signature across the flap.           ** Recommendations may not come from family members or friends.** 

•
Official transcripts: You should provide official transcripts of college and university level study completed in the last five years of (1) all Russian coursework, and (2) undergraduate or graduate degree study.  In the case of special or summer program coursework that appears on your primary transcript, please submit only the primary transcript. Transcripts must be submitted in sealed envelopes with a stamp or signature across the back. 

· A scanned copy, in color, of the inside page of your passport showing the expiration date, passport number, your photograph, date of birth, and signature.  This copy should be sent to American Councils via email:  outbound@americancouncils.org.  Your passport must be valid for eighteen months after the start of the program (ie: until Dec 24, 2011.)  If you do not have a current passport, or if it is not valid for eighteen months after the start of the program, you should apply for one immediately.  In addition, your passport must contain two blank visa pages (not amendment pages).  If you do not have two blank pages, you will need to apply immediately for supplemental pages.  Your departure to Russia may be delayed if you cannot provide a copy of your passport by the application deadline. PLEASE NOTE: Your Russian visa will display the same name and passport number as those appearing on the copy you submit to American Councils. Do not in any way amend your passport, or apply for a new one, after submitting your copy to American Councils.

* If you hold a U.S. green card, please provide a copy of your passport and your green card.
•    Medical forms and HIV tests: Medical forms are not required for application to the program. However, final acceptance is contingent upon receipt of medical evaluation forms and immunization records completed by the applicant's physician. American Councils will provide these forms to finalists with award letters, along with instructions about the Russian government-required HIV test. 

SUBMITTING AN APPLICATION 

A completed application and two copies should be postmarked by the appropriate deadline and include (submitted in this order, with each copy collated)

•
Completed application form;

•
Statement of Purpose in English;
In addition, submit the original (no copies) of each of the following:

•
Two personal reference forms; 

•
Official transcripts;
•
Agreement and Release form; 
•   
$35 Processing fee (made out to American Councils);

 ADDRESS FOR SUBMISSION OF APPLICATIONS

American Councils, Russian and Eurasian Outbound Programs

1776 Massachusetts Ave., NW, Suite 700

Washington, DC 20036

***If you have any questions about the application or the program, please contact the American Councils outbound office at (202) 833-7522 or via E-Mail at: outbound@americancouncils.org.  Applications and additional program information are also available at our web site: www.acrussiaabroad.org 

	Application 

Contemporary Russia Program

Summer 2010

A program of the American Council of Teachers of Russian (ACTR)

(A division of American Councils for International Education)
This application is free of charge and may be duplicated

Applications should be typewritten if possible;

otherwise, please PRINT legibly in blue or black ink.



	
	1. NAME:
	     
	
	     
	
	     
	

	
	
	last name
	
	first name
	
	middle name
	

	

	
	2. AGE:
	     
	
	3. DATE OF BIRTH:
	     
	
	4. SEX: 

(check one)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 MALE
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 FEMALE
	

	
	
	
	
	
	mm/dd/yyyy
	
	
	
	

	

	
	5. CITIZENSHIP:
	     
	
	6. SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER:  
	     
	

	

	
	7. PLACE OF BIRTH:
	     
	
	     
	
	     
	
	     
	

	
	
	city
	
	state
	
	country
	
	*( if you were born in Russia please also give the year you emigrated)
	

	

	
	8. PASSPORT NUMBER:
	     
	
	EXPIRATION DATE:
	     
	

	

	
	9. HAS A COLOR COPY OF YOUR PASSPORT, SHOWING NUMBER, SIGNATURE, PHOTOGRAPH, DATE OF BIRTH, AND DATE OF EXPIRATION, BEEN SENT ELECTRONICALLY TO AMERICAN COUNCILS? (outbound@americancouncils.org)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 YES
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 NO
	

	
	PLEASE NOTE: A color scanned copy of your valid passport is required for your application to be considered.  Your passport must be valid for at least 18 months after the start date of your program in Russia.  It can take as long as two months to receive a new passport.  Your Russian visa will display the same name and passport number as those appearing on the copy you submit to American Councils: do not in any way amend your passport, or apply for a new one, after submitting your copy to American Councils.
	

	

	
	10. E-MAIL ADDRESS: 
	     
	

	

	
	11. CURRENT OR MAILING ADDRESS:
	     
number and street, apartment number

     
     
     
city

state

zip


	

	

	
	12. CURRENT PHONE:
	DAY
	     
	EVENING
	     
	
	

	
	
	
	area code and phone
	
	area code and phone
	
	

	

	
	13. PERMANENT ADDRESS:
(if different from current)
	     
number and street,  apartment number

     
     
     
city

state

zip


	


	ACTR American Council of Teachers of Russian
(A division of American Councils for International Education)

	Name:
	     
	


	
	14. PERMANENT PHONE:
	DAY
	     
	EVENING
	     
	
	

	
	
	
	area code and phone
	
	area code and phone
	
	

	

	
	15. EMERGENCY CONTACT:
	     
     
name

relationship to you
     
number and street, apartment number

     
     
     
city

state

zip

     
     
home area code and phone

work area code and phone
     
email address


	

	

	
	16. CURRENT ACADEMIC AFFILIATION:

(place of work or study)
	     
	
	

	
	
	
	

	

	
	17. EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND.  List all colleges and universities you have attended, beginning with most recent.  For “degree/date,” enter the month and year of graduation. If you have not yet graduated, put the expected month and year of graduation:
	

	
	Institution

Dates of Attendance

Field of Study

Degree/Date

     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     

	

	

	
	18. PREVIOUS AND CURRENT RUSSIAN-LANGUAGE STUDY (if applicable): Indicate the number of years and institution(s) of your Russian-language study through the current semester/quarter (Example: 2.5 years)
	

	
	Location

Number of Years
High School:

     
     
     
     
College:

     
     
     
     

	

	

	
	19. PREVIOUS STUDY ABROAD IN RUSSIA OR EURASIA: Please list any previous study abroad programs in Russia or Eurasia in which you participated.
	

	
	Program

Dates

Group Leader

     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     

	


	ACTR American Council of Teachers of Russian
(A division of American Councils for International Education)

	Name:
	     
	


	
	20. RELATED COURSEWORK.  Beginning with those most recently completed, please list courses you have completed in Russian history, culture, literature or other fields relevant to this program.
	

	
	Course Title
Semester/Year
Institution
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     

	

	

	
	21. RELEVANT COURSES/MODULES (Teachers only).  Beginning with those most recently taught, please list courses or modules you have taught in history, culture or literature which include or could include a Russia-related unit, lesson, or module.
	

	
	Course Title

Semester/Year

Institution

     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     

	

	

	
	22. PERSONAL REFERENCES: List names and addresses of two persons who have agreed to complete personal reference forms for you.  At least one reference must be familiar with your current knowledge of the Russian language, if you have studied Russian. If you have previously traveled in Russia or Eurasia, your group leader should serve as a reference.
	

	
	1). 

     
     
name

telephone

     
     
     
     
     
number and street

city

state

zip

country


	

	

	
	2). 

     
     
name

telephone

     
     
     
     
     
number and street

city

state

zip

country


	

	

	
	23. FELLOWSHIP SUPPORT: 
	

	
	Are you applying for a fellowship through American Councils for Fulbright-Hays grant support?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 YES
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 NO
	

	
	
	
	
	


	ACTR American Council of Teachers of Russian
(A division of American Councils for International Education)

	Name:
	     
	


	
	24. FURTHER APPLICATION INFORMATION

These questions are for research purposes only.  They have no bearing on your selection into the program.
	

	
	How did you hear about the American Councils program?  
	

	
	     
	

	

	
	Have you applied to any previous American Councils programs?  
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 YES
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 NO
	

	

	
	If so, please indicate for which program you applied and whether or not you participated.
	

	
	Program period applied for:
	     
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Participated
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Did not participate
	

	

	
	25. CERTIFICATION: Please sign and date below.
	
	
	

	
	I certify by my signature below that all of the information in this application is true and complete to the best of my knowledge.


	

	
	Signature
	
	
	Date
	
	
	

	
	American Councils will inform you of any information that is missing 

after we have received and processed your application.


	


ACTR American Council of Teachers of Russian

(A division of American Councils for International Education)

Contemporary Russia Program
Statement of Purpose
	Name:
	     
	
	     
	
	     
	
	Program:
	Summer 20  
	

	
	Last name
	
	First
	
	MI
	
	
	
	


A 500-word (typed) "statement of purpose" in English to be read only by the American Councils Selection Committee in which you discuss all information relevant to your decision to study in Russia at this point in your academic or professional career.  

Teachers should discuss their plans for courses and/or modules in culture, history, literature or language they plan to develop after their return from the Contemporary Russia program, as well as describe the value these developments will have for their students. 

Students should discuss (1) their interest in the teaching profession; and (2) a proposal to conduct at least two (hour-long) presentations at local elementary and secondary schools in the academic year following completion of the Contemporary Russia Program.  Please describe initial contacts with local school officials or teachers who have expressed willingness to host talks upon your return to the U.S.

	     


ACTR American Council of Teachers of Russian

(A division of American Councils for International Education)
Contemporary Russia Program

Personal Reference Form

This section to be completed by applicant:

Name of Applicant _____________________________________ Academic Affiliation __________________________________

I hereby waive my rights to inspect and review the Personal Reference form, with the understanding that the document will be used only for purposes of evaluating my qualifications for participation in an American Councils program in Russia by the selection committee and will not be available to any other institution, organization or private party.

Signature of Applicant ________________________________________________ Date _________________________________       

This section to be completed by referee:

To the Recommender:  Thank you for taking the time to complete this form and write an evaluative statement about the applicant listed below.  Your frank assessment of the applicant will play a vital role in our efforts to select participants who are fully prepared for the challenges of a study abroad program and to make a positive contribution to the overall success of the program. Keep in mind that the success of this rigorous program depends on each participant’s ability to meet the academic, emotional and physical demands upon him/her.  Thank you for your cooperation.
1.  How long and in what capacity have you known the applicant?  _____________________________________________________

2.  GENERAL EVALUATION:  Please indicate the applicant's ability and professional competence in comparison with other individuals you have known at similar stages in their careers.









Above






Lower 
   Average
Average     Superior
Outstanding
Top






  50%
   50-75%
75-90%
    Top 10% 
Top 5%

1-2%

a) Intellectual ability


   _____
   _____

_____
    _____

_____

_____


b) Academic potential/motivation 

   _____
   _____

_____
    _____

_____

_____

c) Emotional stability/social maturity  
   _____      _____   
_____
    _____

_____

_____

d) Cultural sensitivity


   _____      _____
_____
    _____  
_____

_____

e) Responsibility



   _____      _____
_____
    _____  
_____

_____

f) Flexibility/Adaptability


   _____      _____
_____
    _____  
_____

_____

3.  LANGUAGE EVALUATION (if applicable)

4. Considering the necessity of cooperating with a large group and of adjusting to new situations that require great tact, social sensitivity, maturity, and personal integrity during an intensive period of study in the former Soviet Union, would you, were you leading a group be

         eager  o        willing  o       or reluctant  o        to have the applicant as a  participant?

5.  EVALUATIVE STATEMENT:  Please write an evaluative statement on a separate piece of paper and submit it with this form. Include reference to strengths and weaknesses of the candidate, seriousness of purpose, and your estimation of performance (academic and emotional) in the program. 

Signature ________________________________________   Date ___________________     Phone _______________________
Name      ____________________________________________    Position ___________________________________________

Address    _______________________________________________________________________________________________


   _______________________________________________________________________________________________

Please return this form to the applicant in a sealed envelope signed across the flap, so that the applicant may meet the following deadline:


February 15


ACTR American Council of Teachers of Russian

(A division of American Councils for International Education)
Contemporary Russia Program

Personal Reference Form

This section to be completed by applicant:
Name of Applicant _____________________________________ Academic Affiliation __________________________________

I hereby waive my rights to inspect and review the Personal Reference form, with the understanding that the document will be used only for purposes of evaluating my qualifications for participation in an American Councils program in Russia by the selection committee and will not be available to any other institution, organization or private party.

Signature of Applicant ________________________________________________ Date _________________________________       

This section to be completed by referee:

To the Recommender:  Thank you for taking the time to complete this form and write an evaluative statement about the applicant listed below.  Your frank assessment of the applicant will play a vital role in our efforts to select participants who are fully prepared for the challenges of a study abroad program and to make a positive contribution to the overall success of the program. Keep in mind that the success of this rigorous program depends on each participant’s ability to meet the academic, emotional and physical demands upon him/her.  Thank you for your cooperation.
1.  How long and in what capacity have you known the applicant?  _____________________________________________________

2.  GENERAL EVALUATION:  Please indicate the applicant's ability and professional competence in comparison with other individuals you have known at similar stages in their careers.









Above






Lower 
   Average
Average     Superior
Outstanding
Top






  50%
   50-75%
75-90%
    Top 10% 
Top 5%

1-2%

a) Intellectual ability


   _____
   _____

_____
    _____

_____

_____


b) Academic potential/motivation 

   _____
   _____

_____
    _____

_____

_____

c) Emotional stability/social maturity  
   _____      _____   
_____
    _____

_____

_____

d) Cultural sensitivity


   _____      _____
_____
    _____  
_____

_____

e) Responsibility



   _____      _____
_____
    _____  
_____

_____

f) Flexibility/Adaptability


   _____      _____
_____
    _____  
_____

_____

3.  LANGUAGE EVALUATION (if applicable)

4. Considering the necessity of cooperating with a large group and of adjusting to new situations that require great tact, social sensitivity, maturity, and personal integrity during an intensive period of study in the former Soviet Union, would you, were you leading a group be

         eager  o        willing  o       or reluctant  o        to have the applicant as a  participant?

5.  EVALUATIVE STATEMENT:  Please write an evaluative statement on a separate piece of paper and submit it with this form. Include reference to strengths and weaknesses of the candidate, seriousness of purpose, and your estimation of performance (academic and emotional) in the program. 

Signature ________________________________________   Date ___________________     Phone _______________________

Name      ____________________________________________    Position ___________________________________________

Address    _______________________________________________________________________________________________


   _______________________________________________________________________________________________

Please return this form to the applicant in a sealed envelope signed across the flap, so that the applicant may meet the following deadline:


February 15

ACTR American Council of Teachers of Russian

(A division of American Councils for International Education)
Contemporary Russia Program

Agreement and Release

Name  _________________________________________ Academic Affiliation  _____________________________

I understand that I am responsible for my own behavior at all times while participating in the Contemporary Russia Program and I accept the authority of the American Councils Resident Director to dismiss me from the program or send me home at any time without reimbursement if I prove uncooperative with the group's goals and objectives.

 Academic Purpose Pledge

 (Required of all Participants)         

I certify that I am not now employed, and I pledge that I will not under any circumstances become employed, with or without compensation, to perform any service in any capacity whatsoever for any private or governmental person, organization or agency of any kind while a participant in any program sponsored by American Councils for International Education: ACTR/ACCELS.  (Agencies or representatives of the United States government should not solicit any service to be performed by you during your stay in Russia.)  I will inform the resident director immediately if anyone solicits any such service.  I acknowledge that any violations of this pledge will result in my immediate dismissal from the program and that I will be sent home from Russia at my own expense and without any reimbursement.

Signature  __________________________________________________   Date  _________________________________

Permission for Emergency Treatment

In the event of incapacitating injury or illness to myself, I authorize any representative abroad of American Councils for International Education: ACTR/ACCELS to secure any necessary treatment, including the administration of an anesthetic and surgery, or to affect a medical evacuation.

Signature  _______________________________________   Date  _________________________________

                  Applicant's signature (if 21 or over)




______________________________ __              Date _______________


Parents' or guardians' signature(s) (if applicant is under 21)
Release

I hereby release American Councils for International Education: ACTR/ ACCELS, any institution serving as a co-sponsor of my work, and their respective directors, officers, members, and agents from any and all claims and causes of action for damage to or loss of property, personal illness or injury, or death arising out of any travel or activity conducted by or under the control of the American Councils or any institution serving as a sponsor of my work.  In the event of a denial or non-issuance of a visa by the government of a Eurasian or East European country or a restriction on travel to a Eurasian or East European country imposed by the U.S. government, the responsibility of American Councils is limited exclusively to reimbursement of fees, if any, paid by the participant to American Councils.

Applicant's signature (if 21 or over)



Parent’s or guardian’s signature(s) (if applicant is under 21)

______________________________   Date  ________
________________________________   Date ________

Agreement

I hereby agree to prepare a written program evaluation at the end of the fellowship period.  In any published work resulting from my participation in this program, I agree to acknowledge the support of the U.S. Department of Education (if applicable) and American Councils for International Education: ACTR /ACCELS.  I further authorize the use of my name, academic affiliation, and research topics in announcements of other materials relating to this program or others.

Signature  ______________________________________   Date  _________________________________

American Councils for International Education: ACTR/ACCELS

Contemporary Russia Program

Application Checklist 

Submit an original and two copies of all items, except where otherwise noted.  Each copy should be collated.

  Applications submitted without required copies will not be considered.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Your completed application form (original and two copies). 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Statement of Purpose in English (original and two copies).

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Two letters of recommendation (may be submitted separately; only originals needed).

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Official Transcripts – if applicable (may be submitted separately; only originals needed).

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 $35 processing fee (check or money order, made out to American Councils).

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Agreement & Release form (original only).

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 An electronic color scan of the inside page of your passport, (and green card, if applicable) has been emailed to American Councils at the address outbound@americancouncils.org 

PAGE  

