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      Schedule of Events
Friday, October 24 – U.S.-Russia Joint Teacher Conference

11:20 AM to 1:20 PM

US Teachers arrive at Missoula International Airport, are met by University of 
Montana program coordinators and taken to their hotels where they can check-in, 
rest, prepare for the conference, and enjoy the campus until the evening’s 
welcoming dinner.  

6:00 PM to 7:30 PM

Welcoming Dinner:  Russian and US teachers are introduced to each 




other over a light dinner (University Center North Ballroom)

8:00 PM to 10:00 PM

Iron Horse:  A private room in a famous Missoula restaurant has 

been reserved so Russian and US teachers can continue conversations 

informally in a non-hosted event

Saturday, October 25 – U.S.-Russia Joint Teacher Conference

All sessions, activities, and events for the US-Russia Joint Teacher Conference

will be held in the University Center North Ballroom


9:00 AM to 9:15 AM

Icebreakers and Introductions 


9:15 AM to 10:15 AM
Cultural Roundtables

 Teachers will be divided into groups of 5 Russian and 2 American teachers.  At 9:55, a representative from each group will summarize the group’s discussion for the other group in a brief 5-8 minute presentation.

Topics to be discussed include:

· Transportation, housing, food, social events, local highlights, community issues etc. in Russia

· Country differences/similarities you have observed during your stay in the U.S.

· Role of men and women in Russia

· Russian educational system, and your individual schools

· Number of years of secondary school training

· Major academic focus in secondary schools

· Assessment; testing; standards, etc.

· Grading systems (1 through 5 vs. A, B, C, D, etc.)
· Topics that the U.S. teachers could present in classrooms that 
      would  be of interest to your students and colleagues
10:15 AM
 to 10:45 AM
Break:  Teachers are encouraged to look at and discuss posters on display


10:45 AM to 12:15 PM

Best Practices Roundtable 

Teachers will be divided into different groups of 5 Russian and 2 American teachers.  At 11:45, a representative from each group will summarize the group’s discussion for the other group in a brief 10-12 minute presentation.

All teachers are encouraged to use props when possible to show their best practices.
Topics to be discussed include:

· Teaching across Learning Styles

· Innovative Teaching Methods

· Classroom Projects

· Interdisciplinary Lessons

· Grouping Strategies

· Motivational Techniques for Teaching

· Classroom Management Techniques
· Methods of Testing and Assessment

12:15 PM to 1:15 PM
Lunch:  Teachers are encouraged to continue conversations informally

1:15 PM to 1:30 PM

Introduction to Partnerships 

1:30 PM to 2:30 PM

Partnership Brainstorming Roundtables 
Teachers will be divided into different groups of 5 Russian and 2 American teachers.  At 2:10, a representative from each group will summarize the group’s discussion for the other group in a brief 5-8 minute presentation.

Topics to be discussed include:

· Classroom projects that are replicable in Russia or U.S.

· New activities or projects that could be created

· What types of continuing exchanges/partnership do you anticipate? 

· How can Russian and U.S. teachers maintain a partnership?

· Ways that partnerships can occur now
· Planning for the future—what is feasible in five years to improve classroom links
2:30 PM to 3:00 PM

Break:  Teachers are encouraged to look at and discuss posters on display
3:00 PM to 4:00 PM

Debriefing Workshop Overview with Russian Teachers





Eliza Doton, Program Officer, American Councils for International Education





Jana Hood, Workshop Facilitator, University of Montana


 



Pre-Departure Logistics with U.S. Teachers 





Jeanne Cox, LTMS Alumna, Hellgate High School





Sindie Spencer-Kennedy, Co-Workshop Facilitator, University of Montana

5:30 PM to 7:00 PM

Closing Reception and Certificate Presentations
Sunday, October 26 – U.S.-Russia Joint Teacher Conference

9:00 AM to 9:15 AM

Icebreakers and Introductions (Room 316)

9:15 AM to 10:30 AM

Reciprocal Visit Planning Roundtables 

Teachers will be divided into different groups of 5 Russian and 2 American teachers.  At 10:00, a representative from each group will summarize the group’s discussion for the other group in a brief 8-10 minute presentation.

Russian teachers are encouraged to discuss what would be most professionally helpful and culturally important for their American colleagues to experience on their first trip to Russia, and American teachers are encouraged to discuss what they are interested in experiencing. 

Topics to be discussed include:

· Number of presentations / visits the U.S. teacher may make. 

· Suggested presentation topics

· Visits to schools, English clubs, and city officials

· Appropriate behavior or protocol during professional development activities

· What U.S. teachers might see and do when they visit 

· What the U.S. teacher should bring on reciprocal visit. 

· Styles of dress 

· Personal items for comfort which may not be available to buy 

· Types of small gifts for school children. (Suggesting large items like DVD players, computers, etc. is not appropriate.)

10:30 AM to 11:00 AM

Program Closing and Evaluations





Eliza Doton, Program Officer, American Councils for International Education





Brian Lofink, Administrative Coordinator, University of Montana 

11:00 AM to 11:30 AM

US Teachers Check-Out of Hotel

11:30 AM


US Teachers Depart for Airport 
11:30 AM  to 3:30 PM

Open Space:  Russian teachers prepare for Debriefing 

Workshop 

U.S.-Russia Joint Teacher Conference
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