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BUSINESS RUSSIAN LANGUAGE AND INTERNSHIP PROGRAM

Spring, Summer and Fall 2011

Academic Year 2011-2012

A program of ACTR American Council of Teachers of Russian

(A division of the American Councils for International Education)

Intensive business Russian language training and internships

American Councils offers academic-year, semester, and summer programs at Moscow International University and at the Russian State Pedagogical University (Herzen University) in St. Petersburg with a focus on instruction in business Russian combined with experiential learning through internships.  All classes are conducted in Russian.  Weekly cultural excursions within the host city and a seven- to ten-day mid-program trip are provided each semester (summer programs provide a five-day extended trip in addition to weekly excursions).  All excursions and group travel activities are conducted in Russian.  A full-time resident director oversees academic and cultural programs in each city, assists participants in academic, administrative, and personal matters, and coordinates activities with the host institution faculty.  Students may live with Russian host families or in university dormitories.  Home stay coordinators arrange host family placements and assist participants with host family issues.  
APPLICATION DEADLINES:

Spring Semester

October 1

Summer Program

March 1

Fall Semester


April 1

Academic Year Program
April 1

APROXIMATE PROGRAM DATES
Spring Semester:
January 26 – May 20, 2011
Summer:

June 8 – August 9, 2011 

Fall Semester: 

August 31 – December 21, 2011
Academic Year:  
August 31, 2011 – May 19, 2012
Program Costs 
Spring Semester 2011: $20,200 

*Please note: Prices for Summer 2011, Fall 2011 and AY 2011-12 will be announced in December 2010.  Please check our web site at www.acrussiaabroad.org

All program fees include tuition, international travel, room and board** (home stay or dormitory housing), official group travel in Russia, insurance, orientation, peer tutoring, optional internship, and testing. 
**Two meals a day are provided by the host family.  For students who choose to live in the dormitory, a ruble stipend or meal plan will be provided which will cover approximately the same number of meals at the university cafeteria.  All participants should plan to bring money with them for personal expenses, and lunches.

PROGRAM INFORMATION

American Councils for International Education: ACTR/ACCELS

American Councils’ Russian and Eurasian Programs office has administered intensive Russian language study programs in immersion settings for American undergraduate and graduate students to study at institutes and universities in Moscow and St. Petersburg since 1976.  American Councils launched its Vladimir program in summer 2000. 
Admissions

Admission to all American Councils Russian Language Programs is competitive and is based on Russian language ability, academic record, and references.  An outside selection committee comprised of at least two experts in Russian and second-language acquisition make all selection decisions. Graduate students and advanced undergraduates who have completed at least two years of college-level Russian with an Intermediate proficiency level may apply to the Business Russian Language and Internship Program.  American Councils outbound staff may interview applicants as part of the admissions process. All applications will receive consideration without regard to any factor such as race, color, religion, sex, sexual orientation, national origin, marital status, political affiliation, or disability.
Academic Credit

All American Councils program participants are registered for academic credit at Bryn Mawr College.  Graduate students receive the equivalent of 15 academic hours for one semester of study, 30 hours for the academic year, and 10 hours for the summer program.  Undergraduates receive the equivalent of 16 academic hours for one semester of study, 32 hours for the academic year, and 8 hours for the summer program. 

Academic Program

The BRLI program serves students ranging from intermediate to near-native speakers of Russian. All academic activities are conducted on an individual or small group basis in Russian by members of university faculty at Moscow International University or the Russian State Pedagogical University (Herzen University) in St. Petersburg.  Classes generally meet for an average of 16-20 hours per week; on average, participants spend 10-15 hours per week at their internships.

For more information on the BRLI program, please visit our website at www.acrussiaabroad.org

APPLICATION INSTRUCTIONS

Your completed application should be postmarked by the appropriate deadline and consist of the following materials:Please read this application carefully before you begin to complete it.  
•
City preference:  If you have a strong city preference, please indicate this on page 1 of your application.  This will have no bearing on your overall selection to the program, but will be used in an attempt to place you in a particular city.   There is no guarantee that you will receive your first choice.  In determining city placements, applicants are matched with a location, academic program, and peer group that together promise maximum opportunities for language gain.  All city placements made by the selection committee will be final.

•
Statement of Purpose in English:  A 500-word (typed) statement of purpose in English in which you discuss all information relevant to your decision to study Business Russian and conduct an internship in Moscow or St. Petersburg at this point in your academic or professional career.  
•
Russian Essay:  A 500-word essay in Russian (may be neatly handwritten) with emphasis on your interest in studying the Russian language.  You should discuss the relevance of Russian to your academic major and future plans.  We strongly encourage you to address a specific topic in your essay and to keep in mind that these essays will be reviewed by the faculty and administration of  our Russian partner institutes for placement purposes if you are selected to participate in the program. Feel free to contact American Councils with any questions concerning essay content or the other application instructions.  This essay must be entirely your own work, without help, correction, or revision by any other person.  Submitting an essay that is not entirely your own work will disqualify your application. Please note that selection committee members can recognize essays that have been heavily edited or corrected by native speakers. 

•
Three personal reference forms: Of the three personal references, at least one must be a professor capable of assessing your current Russian language ability.  Additional references must be from people who have known you over an extended period of time in an academic or professional capacity.  If you have been on a previous study program, your group leader should submit one of your references. References must be submitted in a sealed envelope with the writer’s signature across the flap.  ** Recommendations may not come from family members or friends. 

•
Official transcripts: You should provide official transcripts of college and university level study of (1) all Russian coursework, and (2) undergraduate or graduate degree study.  In the case of special or summer program coursework which appears on your primary transcript, please submit only the primary transcript. Transcripts must be submitted in sealed envelopes with a stamp or signature across the back. 

•
Proctor information sheet for the placement exam:  Every applicant must take the American Councils placement exam.  The placement exam is used in the selection and/or placement process.  Please designate a proctor and provide the information requested.  The person you identify as your placement exam proctor should be a faculty member or a teaching assistant, and must be able to administer the exam soon after the application deadline.  He/she does not have to speak or read Russian, as the exam instructions are in English, and the exam will be graded in the American Councils office.  The exam will be mailed to the proctor as soon as possible following the application deadline.




  








· A scanned copy, in color, of the inside page of your passport showing the expiration date, passport number, your photograph, date of birth, and signature.  This copy should be sent to American Councils via email:  outbound@americancouncils.org.  Your passport must be valid for eighteen months after the start of the program.  If you do not have a current passport, or if it is not valid for eighteen months after the start of the program, you should apply for one immediately.  In addition, your passport must contain two blank visa pages (not amendment pages).  If you do not have two blank pages, you will need to apply immediately for supplemental pages.  Your departure to Russia may be delayed if you cannot provide a copy of your passport by the application deadline. PLEASE NOTE: Your Russian visa will display the same name and passport number as those appearing on the copy you submit to American Councils. Do not in any way amend your passport, or apply for a new one, after submitting your copy to American Councils.

* If you hold a U.S. green card, please provide a copy of your passport and your green card.
•    Medical forms and HIV tests: Medical forms are not required for application to the program. However, final acceptance is contingent upon receipt of medical evaluation forms and immunization records completed by the applicant's physician. American Councils will provide these forms to finalists with award letters, along with instructions about the Russian government-required HIV test. 

SUBMITTING AN APPLICATION 

A completed application and three copies should be postmarked by the appropriate deadline and include (submitted in this order, with each set collated)

•
Completed application form;

•
Statement of Purpose in English;
•
Russian Essay;

In addition, submit the original (no copies) of each of the following:

•
Three personal reference forms; 

•
Official transcripts;
•
Agreement and Release form; 
•   
$35 Processing fee (made out to American Councils);
•
Proctor information sheet for the placement exam;  






  


 ADDRESS FOR SUBMISSION OF APPLICATIONS

American Councils, Russian and Eurasian Outbound Programs

1828 L St., NW

Suite 1200

Washington, DC 20036








***If you have any questions about the application or the program, please contact the American Councils outbound office at (202) 833-7522 or via E-Mail at: outbound@americancouncils.org .  Applications and additional program information are also available at our web site: www.acrussiaabroad.org 

	BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION
	Business Russian Language and Internship Program

	
	1. NAME:
	     
	
	     
	
	     
	

	
	
	last name
	
	first name
	
	middle name
	

	

	
	2. AGE:
	  
	
	3. DATE OF BIRTH:
	     
	
	4. SEX: 

 (select one)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 MALE

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 FEMALE
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	

	
	5. CITIZENSHIP:
	     
	
	6. SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER:
	     
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	7. PLACE OF BIRTH:


	     
	
	     
	
	     
	
	     
	

	
	
	city
	
	state
	
	country
	
	*( if you were born in Russia please also give the year you emigrated)
	

	

	
	8. PASSPORT NUMBER:
	     
	
	EXPIRATION DATE
	     
	

	
	(passport must be valid for eighteen months after the start of the program)
	

	

	
	9. HAS A COLOR COPY OF YOUR PASSPORT BEEN SENT ELECTRONICALLY TO AMERICAN COUNCILS ? (outbound@americancouncils.org)                                                
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 YES

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 NO
	

	
	PLEASE NOTE: A color scanned copy of your valid passport is required for your application to be considered.  Your passport must be valid for at least 18 months after the start date of your program in Russia.  It can take as long as two months to receive a new passport.  Your Russian visa will display the same name and passport number as those appearing on the copy you submit to American Councils: do not in any way amend your passport, or apply for a new one, after submitting your copy to American Councils.
	

	

	
	10. E-MAIL ADDRESS:
	     
	
	

	

	
	11. CURRENT ADDRESS:
	     
number and street, apartment number

     
     
     
city

state

zip


	

	

	
	12. CURRENT PHONE:
	DAY
	     
	EVENING
	     
	

	
	
	
	area code and phone
	
	area code and phone
	

	

	
	13. PERMANENT ADDRESS:
(if different from current)
	     
number and street, apartment number

     
     
     
city

state

zip


	

	

	
	14. PERMANENT PHONE:
	DAY
	     
	EVENING
	     
	

	
	
	
	area code and phone
	
	area code and phone
	

	

	
	15. EMERGENCY CONTACT: 
	     
     
name

relationship to you

     
number and street, apartment number

     
     
     
city

state

zip

     
     
home area code and phone

work area code and phone

     
email address


	


	Application

Business Russian Language and Internship Program
ACTR American Council of Teachers of Russian
(A division of American Councils for International Education)
This application is free of charge and may be duplicated

Applications should be typewritten if possible;

otherwise, please PRINT legibly in blue or black ink.



	Name:
	     
	


	PROGRAM INFORMATION

	
	1. PRO1.PROGRAM PERIOD:
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Spring 2011
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Summer 2011
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Fall 2011
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Academic Year 2011-12
	

	

	
	2. CITY PREFERENCE: 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Moscow
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 St. Petersburg
	

	

	
	3. CURRENT ACADEMIC AFFILIATION : (if none, leave blank)
	     
	

	
	
	
	

	

	
	4. CURRENT ACADEMIC LEVEL:   
	

	
	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 First year undergraduate

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Sophomore

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Junior

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Senior- Graduation month/year __     __
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 MA program,       - Year

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 PhD program,       - Year

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Not enrolled: please indicate when you completed your degree(s) __     __
	

	

	
	5. CONTACT INFORMATION OF YOUR STUDY ABROAD OFFICE (if applicable)


	     
name of study abroad advisor
     
email address
     
office area code and phone

	

	

	
	6. EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND: List all colleges and universities you have attended, beginning with most recent.  For “degree/date,” enter the month and year of graduation; if you have not yet graduated, put the expected month and year of graduation.
	

	
	Institution

Dates of Attendance

Field of Study

Degree/Date

     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     

	


	ACTR American Council of Teachers of Russian
(A division of American Councils for International Education)

	Name:
	     
	


	
	7. PREVIOUS AND CURRENT RUSSIAN LANGUAGE STUDY: Indicate the number of years and location(s) of your Russian language study through the current semester/quarter (Example: 2.5 years)
	

	
	Location

Number of Years

High School:

     
     
     
     
College:

     
     
     
     

	

	

	
	8. PREVIOUS STUDY ABROAD IN RUSSIA OR EURASIA: Please list any previous language study programs in Russia or Eurasia in which you participated.
	

	
	Country

Dates

     
     
     
     
     
     

	

	

	
	9. RELEVANT COURSEWORK  List all relevant courses you have taken (e.g., business, economics, finance).  You may continue on another sheet if necessary
	

	
	Course Title

Place of Study

Dates of Study

     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     

	

	

	
	10. PROFICIENCY TESTS: If you have taken a Russian proficiency test, please provide as much of the following information as possible:
	

	
	Year:

     
Skill:

Listening

     
Score

     
Test type:

     
Reading

     
Score

     
Test type:

     
Speaking

     
Score

     
Test type:

     

	

	


	ACTR American Council of Teachers of Russian
(A division of American Councils for International Education)

	Name:
	     
	

	
	
	

	
	11. RUSSIAN LANGUAGE AND RELATED COURSES: In the next two tables, please list all college and university level course work to date in Russian language and related fields.  In the first table, list Russian language courses.  In the second table, list related courses.  Continue on a separate sheet if necessary.
	

	
	Table I: Russian Language Courses     Please note:  Multiply columns 2 and 3 to get column 4.
	

	
	Course Title

# of Hours Spent in Class Each week

# of Weeks (Duration of Course)

Total # of Hours Spent in Class

School

Year

Grade

     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
TOTAL # OF HOURS SPENT IN CLASS

     

	

	
	Course Title

# of Hours Spent in Lab Each week

# of Weeks (Duration of Course)

Total # of Hours Spent in Lab

School

Year

Grade

     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
TOTAL # OF HOURS SPENT IN LAB

     

	

	
	Table II: Related Courses (Soviet/Russian Literature or Area Studies)
	


	
	Course Title

# of Hours Each week

# of Weeks of Course

Total # of Hours 

School

Year

Grade

     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     

	


	ACTR American Council of Teachers of Russian
(A division of American Councils for International Education)

	Name:
	     
	


	
	12. PERSONAL REFERENCES: List names and addresses of three persons who have agreed to complete personal reference forms for you.  At least one reference must be familiar with your current knowledge of Russian.  If you have previously traveled in Eurasia, your group leader should provide a reference.
	

	
	1). 

     
name

     
     
     
     
     
number and street

city

state

zip

country


	

	
	2). 

     
name

     
     
     
     
     
number and street

city

state

zip

country


	

	
	3). 

     
name

     
     
     
     
     
number and street

city

state

zip

country


	

	

	
	13. RELEVANT PREVIOUS WORK OR INTERNSHIP EXPERIENCE Please list any previous experience in business, economics or finance
	

	
	     
     
     
     
     

	

	

	
	14. INTERNSHIP POSITION YOU ARE SEEKING Please describe what type of internship you would find most beneficial, and list any applicable contacts you have in Moscow or St. Petersburg.
	

	
	     
	

	

	
	15. HOW DID YOU HEAR ABOUT THE AMERICAN COUNCILS PROGRAM? Please check one or more of the following:
	

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Study abroad office
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Email Message
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 American Councils web page
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Professor
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 ACTR newsletter
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Conference (give details below)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Program Alum
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Listserv Announcement
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other journal (give details below)
​ FORMCHECKBOX 
 Program brochure

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Other (give details below)

	

	
	Other:
	     
	
	

	


	ACTR American Council of Teachers of Russian
(A division of American Councils for International Education)

	Name:
	     
	


	
	16. HAVE YOU APPLIED TO ANY PREVIOUS AMERICAN COUNCILS PROGRAMS? 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
YES
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
NO
	

	
	If so, please indicate for which program you applied and whether or not you participated.
	

	
	Program period applied for: 
	     
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
Participated
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Did not participate
	

	

	
	17. ALLERGIES:               [This question is for placement purposes only; it has no bearing on your selection.]
	

	
	Do you have any allergies to animals?     
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 YES
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 NO
	

	
	
	If yes, please explain: 
	     
	

	
	Do you have any significant food allergies (ie: gluten-free, lactose intolerant)?       
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 YES
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 NO
	

	
	
	If yes, please explain: 
	     
	

	

	
	18. CERTIFICATION: I certify by my signature below that all of the information in this application is true and complete to the best of my knowledge.
	

	
	
	Signature
	     
	Date
	     
	
	

	

	American Councils will inform you of any information that is missing 

after we have received and processed your application.




ACTR American Council of Teachers of Russian

(A division of American Councils for International Education)

Advanced Russian Language Programs

Proctor Information Form

	Note: It is not required that your exam proctor be a Russian speaker; however, she/he should be a faculty member or a teaching assistant. 
Placement exams will be mailed to your chosen proctor as soon as possible after the application deadline.



	Applicant Name:
	     
	

	

	Academic Affiliation:
	     
	

	

	Applicant Telephone:
	     
	

	

	Applicant E-mail:
	     
	

	

	Program:
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
Spring 2011
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Summer 2011
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Fall 2011
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Academic Year 2011-12
	


	Proctor Name:
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Prof.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Dr. 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
Ms.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
Mr.
	     
	

	

	Proctor Address:
	     
	

	

	
	     
	

	

	
	     
	

	

	
	     
	

	

	Proctor E-mail: 
	     
	

	

	Proctor Telephone:
	     
	

	


ACTR American Council of Teachers of Russian

(A division of American Councils for International Education)
Advanced Russian Language Programs

Agreement and Release

Name  _________________________________________ Academic Affiliation  _____________________________

I understand that I am responsible for my own behavior at all times while participating in the Advanced Russian Language Program and I accept the authority of the American Councils Resident Director to dismiss me from the program or send me home at any time without reimbursement if I prove uncooperative with the group's goals and objectives.

 Academic Purpose Pledge

 (Required of all Participants)         

I certify that I am not now employed, and I pledge that I will not under any circumstances become employed, with or without compensation, to perform any service in any capacity whatsoever for any private or governmental person, organization or agency of any kind, outside of an internship arranged for me while on an American Councils program.  (Agencies or representatives of the United States government should not solicit any service to be performed by you during your stay in the former Soviet Union in a Russian language study program sponsored by American Councils for International Education.)  I will inform the resident director immediately if anyone solicits any such service.  I acknowledge that any violations of this pledge will result in my immediate dismissal from the program and that I will be sent home from Russia at my own expense and without any reimbursement.

Signature  __________________________________________________   Date  _________________________________

Permission for Emergency Treatment

To Applicants and their Parents:

On rare occasions emergencies will develop that require medical care, hospitalization, or surgery for a participant.  So that such treatment can be administered without delay,  please sign the following statement authorizing representatives of American Councils for International Education to secure any necessary treatment.

In the event of injury or illness to myself/my son/daughter/ward, ________________________________, born









(name)

 __________________________,  I/we authorize any representative abroad of American Councils for International Education 



(date)

to secure any necessary treatment, including the administration of an anesthetic and surgery.

Applicant's signature (if 21 or over)



Parents' or guardians' signature(s) (if applicant is under 21)

____________________________   Date  _________
_______________________________     Date _________

Release

American Councils for International Education is not able to assume responsibility for damage to or loss of property, personal illness, bodily injury, emotional distress or death while a participant is in the program.  We require each applicant and his/her parents or guardian to sign the following statement as an indication that his/her position is understood and accepted.

We hereby release American Councils for International Education, any college or university serving as a sponsor of American Councils for International Education, and their respective directors, officers, members, and agents from any and all claims and causes of action for damage to or loss of property, personal illness or injury, or death arising out of any travel or activity conducted by or under the control of American Councils for International Education or any college or university serving as sponsor of American Councils for International Education.  In the event of a denial or non-issuance of a visa by the government of Russia or a restriction on travel to Russia imposed by the government of the USA, the responsibility of American Councils shall consist exclusively of reimbursement of tuition and fees according to the American Councils refund policy.

Applicant's signature (if 21 or over)



Parent’s or guardian’s signature(s) (if applicant is under 21)

______________________________   Date  ________
________________________________   Date ________

ACTR American Council of Teachers of Russian

(A division of American Councils for International Education)
Advanced Russian Language Programs

Personal Reference Form
	To the Recommender:  Thank you for taking the time to complete this form and write an evaluative statement about the applicant listed below.  Your frank assessment of the applicant will play a vital role in our efforts to select students who are fully prepared for the challenges of a study abroad program and to make a positive contribution to the overall success of the program.

	Applicant:
	     
	
	Academic 
Affiliation:
	     
	

	

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Summer 2011
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Fall 2011
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Spring 2012
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Academic Year 2011-12
	

	

	I hereby waive my rights to inspect and review the Personal Reference form, with the understanding that the document will be used only for purposes of evaluating my qualifications for participation in an American Councils program in the former Soviet Union by the selection committee, and will not be available to any other institution, organization or private party.

	Signature:
	     
	
	Date:
	     
	


	This section to be completed by reference:

	1.  How long and in what capacity have you known the applicant?  
	     
	

	

	2.  GENERAL EVALUATION:  Please indicate the applicant's ability and professional competence in comparison with other  individuals you have known at similar stages in their careers.

	
	Lower
50%
	Average
50-75 %
	Above Average 75-90%
	Superior
Top 10%
	Outstanding Top 5%
	Top
1-2 %
	

	a) Intellectual ability
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	

	b) Academic potential/motivation
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	

	c) Emotional stability/ social maturity
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	

	d) Cultural sensitivity 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	

	e) Responsibility
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	

	f) Flexibility/Adaptability
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	

	

	3.  LANGUAGE EVALUATION

	Please specify basis of evaluation:
	     
	

	

	a) Speaking ability
	     
	
	b) Reading ability
	     
	
	c) Listening ability
	     
	

	

	4. Considering the necessity of cooperating with a large group and of adjusting to new situations that require great tact, social sensitivity, maturity, and personal integrity during an intensive period of study in Russia, how would you recommend this applicant for participation?

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 highly
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 with reservations
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 not at all
	

	5. EVALUATIVE STATEMENT:  Please write an evaluative statement on a separate piece of paper and submit it with this form. Include reference to strengths and weaknesses of candidates, seriousness of purpose, and your estimation of performance (academic and emotional) in the program. 
	

	Signature
	     
	
	Date
	     
	
	Phone
	     
	

	Name
	     
	
	Position
	     
	

	Address
	     
	

	
	     
	

	

	Please return this form to the applicant in a sealed envelope signed across the flap, so that the applicant may meet the following deadlines:

	Spring: October 1st
	Summer: March 1st
	Fall/Academic Year: April 1st



ACTR American Council of Teachers of Russian

(A division of American Councils for International Education)
Business Russian Language and Internship Program

Personal Reference Form Cover Sheet

To the Applicant:

Before sending to the recommender, please fill out the top portion of the form and indicate to which American Councils program you are applying and the appropriate deadline.  

To the Recommender:

In the space below, please write an evaluation of the language proficiency and/or personal qualities of the above-named applicant for the Business Russian Language and Internship Program under American Councils auspices in Russia.  The program includes intensive language study and participation in an internship in Moscow or St. Petersburg.  Participants are expected to have an intermediate to advanced level of Russian.  Participants will be divided into groups according to their language skills and background in business, economics and finance.  It will be helpful to the selection committee if you can comment specifically on the applicant's fluency in Russian, general stamina, sense of responsibility and humor, and other qualities that contribute to individual endurance under stress.  Keep in mind that the success of this rigorous program depends on each student's ability to meet the academic, emotional and physical demands upon him/her.  Thank you for your cooperation.

The scale below should be used when completing question number three of the American Councils Personal Reference Form.  It is adapted from the ILR/ACTFL proficiency guidelines.

a)  Speaking Ability

0     unable to function

0+   able to satisfy some basic survival needs using memorized utterances

1     basic survival needs and courtesy requirements as well as autobiographical information; some accuracy throughout

1+   able to satisfy most survival and some social demands with some spontaneity in language production; fluency  is uneven

2     able to satisfy routine social demands and social requirements

2+   communicates readily on concrete topics and in areas of special interest; grammar and vocabulary generally strong

3     able to speak the language with sufficient structural accuracy to participate effectively in most formal and  informal

       conversations

4     speaking ability near or equal to that of an educated native

b)  Reading Ability

0     no functional ability

0+   reads only simplest material

1      reads simple material for informative or social purposes

1+    reads simple paragraphs for personal communication, information, or recreational purposes

2      reads authentic material on familiar topics

2+    can read most factual information in non-technical prose and discussions on concrete topics related to special interests

3      reads a wide range of publications on a variety of topics

4      reading ability near or equal to that of a native speaker

c)  Listening Ability

0      no practical ability

0+    recognizes memorized phrases and longer phrases in context

1      understands utterances about basic survival needs and very familiar topics at a slow rate

1+    understands short conversations about most survival needs and limited social conventions

2      limited understanding of routine social conventions and some school or work requirements at normal speed

2+    understands most conversations on familiar topics (school, work, well-known current events) at normal speed

3      understands the target language in most situations (discussions, radio broadcasts, non-technical lectures and  areas of special  

        interest, films)

4 understanding near or equal to that of an educated native speaker

ACTR American Council of Teachers of Russian

(A division of American Councils for International Education)
Advanced Russian Language Programs

Personal Reference Form
	To the Recommender:  Thank you for taking the time to complete this form and write an evaluative statement about the applicant listed below.  Your frank assessment of the applicant will play a vital role in our efforts to select students who are fully prepared for the challenges of a study abroad program and to make a positive contribution to the overall success of the program.

	Applicant:
	     
	
	Academic 
Affiliation:
	     
	

	

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Summer 2011
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Fall 2011
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Spring 2012
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Academic Year 2011-12
	

	

	I hereby waive my rights to inspect and review the Personal Reference form, with the understanding that the document will be used only for purposes of evaluating my qualifications for participation in an American Councils program in the former Soviet Union by the selection committee, and will not be available to any other institution, organization or private party.

	Signature:
	     
	
	Date:
	     
	


	This section to be completed by reference:

	1.  How long and in what capacity have you known the applicant?  
	     
	

	

	2.  GENERAL EVALUATION:  Please indicate the applicant's ability and professional competence in comparison with other  individuals you have known at similar stages in their careers.

	
	Lower
50%
	Average
50-75 %
	Above Average 75-90%
	Superior
Top 10%
	Outstanding Top 5%
	Top
1-2 %
	

	a) Intellectual ability
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	

	b) Academic potential/motivation
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	

	c) Emotional stability/ social maturity
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	

	d) Cultural sensitivity 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	

	e) Responsibility
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	

	f) Flexibility/Adaptability
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	

	

	3.  LANGUAGE EVALUATION

	Please specify basis of evaluation:
	     
	

	

	a) Speaking ability
	     
	
	b) Reading ability
	     
	
	c) Listening ability
	     
	

	

	4. Considering the necessity of cooperating with a large group and of adjusting to new situations that require great tact, social sensitivity, maturity, and personal integrity during an intensive period of study in Russia, how would you recommend this applicant for participation?

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 highly
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 with reservations
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 not all
	

	5. EVALUATIVE STATEMENT:  Please write an evaluative statement on a separate piece of paper and submit it with this form. Include reference to strengths and weaknesses of candidates, seriousness of purpose, and your estimation of performance (academic and emotional) in the program. 
	

	Signature
	     
	
	Date
	     
	
	Phone
	     
	

	Name
	     
	
	Position
	     
	

	Address
	     
	

	
	     
	

	

	Please return this form to the applicant in a sealed envelope signed across the flap, so that the applicant may meet the following deadlines:

	Spring: October 1st
	Summer: March 1st
	Fall/Academic Year: April 1st


ACTR American Council of Teachers of Russian

(A division of American Councils for International Education)
Business Russian Language and Internship Program

Personal Reference Form Cover Sheet

To the Applicant:

Before sending to the recommender, please fill out the top portion of the form and indicate to which American Councils program you are applying and the appropriate deadline.  

To the Recommender:

In the space below, please write an evaluation of the language proficiency and/or personal qualities of the above-named applicant for the Business Russian Language and Internship Program under American Councils auspices in Russia.  The program includes intensive language study and participation in an internship in Moscow or St. Petersburg.  Participants are expected to have an intermediate to advanced level of Russian.  Participants will be divided into groups according to their language skills and background in business, economics and finance.  It will be helpful to the selection committee if you can comment specifically on the applicant's fluency in Russian, general stamina, sense of responsibility and humor, and other qualities that contribute to individual endurance under stress.  Keep in mind that the success of this rigorous program depends on each student's ability to meet the academic, emotional and physical demands upon him/her.  Thank you for your cooperation.

The scale below should be used when completing question number three of the American Councils Personal Reference Form.  It is adapted from the ILR/ACTFL proficiency guidelines.

a)  Speaking Ability

0     unable to function

0+   able to satisfy some basic survival needs using memorized utterances

1     basic survival needs and courtesy requirements as well as autobiographical information; some accuracy throughout

1+   able to satisfy most survival and some social demands with some spontaneity in language production; fluency  is uneven

2     able to satisfy routine social demands and social requirements

2+   communicates readily on concrete topics and in areas of special interest; grammar and vocabulary generally strong

3     able to speak the language with sufficient structural accuracy to participate effectively in most formal and  informal

       conversations

4     speaking ability near or equal to that of an educated native

b)  Reading Ability

0     no functional ability

0+   reads only simplest material

1      reads simple material for informative or social purposes

1+    reads simple paragraphs for personal communication, information, or recreational purposes

2      reads authentic material on familiar topics

2+    can read most factual information in non-technical prose and discussions on concrete topics related to special interests

3      reads a wide range of publications on a variety of topics

4      reading ability near or equal to that of a native speaker

c)  Listening Ability

0      no practical ability

0+    recognizes memorized phrases and longer phrases in context

1      understands utterances about basic survival needs and very familiar topics at a slow rate

1+    understands short conversations about most survival needs and limited social conventions

2      limited understanding of routine social conventions and some school or work requirements at normal speed

2+    understands most conversations on familiar topics (school, work, well-known current events) at normal speed

3      understands the target language in most situations (discussions, radio broadcasts, non-technical lectures and  areas of special  

        interest, films)

5 understanding near or equal to that of an educated native speaker

ACTR American Council of Teachers of Russian

(A division of American Councils for International Education)
Advanced Russian Language Programs

Personal Reference Form
	To the Recommender:  Thank you for taking the time to complete this form and write an evaluative statement about the applicant listed below.  Your frank assessment of the applicant will play a vital role in our efforts to select students who are fully prepared for the challenges of a study abroad program and to make a positive contribution to the overall success of the program.

	Applicant:
	     
	
	Academic 
Affiliation:
	     
	

	

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Summer 2011
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Fall 2011
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Spring 2012
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Academic Year 2011-12
	

	

	I hereby waive my rights to inspect and review the Personal Reference form, with the understanding that the document will be used only for purposes of evaluating my qualifications for participation in an American Councils program in the former Soviet Union by the selection committee, and will not be available to any other institution, organization or private party.

	Signature:
	     
	
	Date:
	     
	


	This section to be completed by reference:

	1.  How long and in what capacity have you known the applicant?  
	     
	

	

	2.  GENERAL EVALUATION:  Please indicate the applicant's ability and professional competence in comparison with other  individuals you have known at similar stages in their careers.

	
	Lower
50%
	Average
50-75 %
	Above Average 75-90%
	Superior
Top 10%
	Outstanding Top 5%
	Top
1-2 %
	

	a) Intellectual ability
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	

	b) Academic potential/motivation
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	

	c) Emotional stability/ social maturity
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	

	d) Cultural sensitivity 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	

	e) Responsibility
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	

	f) Flexibility/Adaptability
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	

	

	3.  LANGUAGE EVALUATION

	Please specify basis of evaluation:
	     
	

	

	a) Speaking ability
	     
	
	b) Reading ability
	     
	
	c) Listening ability
	     
	

	

	4. Considering the necessity of cooperating with a large group and of adjusting to new situations that require great tact, social sensitivity, maturity, and personal integrity during an intensive period of study in Russia, how would you recommend this applicant for participation?

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 highly
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 with reservations
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 not at all
	

	5. EVALUATIVE STATEMENT:  Please write an evaluative statement on a separate piece of paper and submit it with this form. Include reference to strengths and weaknesses of candidates, seriousness of purpose, and your estimation of performance (academic and emotional) in the program. 
	

	Signature
	     
	
	Date
	     
	
	Phone
	     
	

	Name
	     
	
	Position
	     
	

	Address
	     
	

	
	     
	

	

	Please return this form to the applicant in a sealed envelope signed across the flap, so that the applicant may meet the following deadlines:

	Spring: October 1st
	Summer: March 1st
	Fall/Academic Year: April 1st



ACTR American Council of Teachers of Russian

(A division of American Councils for International Education)
Business Russian Language and Internship Program

Personal Reference Form Cover Sheet

To the Applicant:

Before sending to the recommender, please fill out the top portion of the form and indicate to which American Councils program you are applying and the appropriate deadline.  

To the Recommender:

In the space below, please write an evaluation of the language proficiency and/or personal qualities of the above-named applicant for the Business Russian Language and Internship Program under American Councils auspices in Russia.  The program includes intensive language study and participation in an internship in Moscow or St. Petersburg.  Participants are expected to have an intermediate to advanced level of Russian.  Participants will be divided into groups according to their language skills and background in business, economics and finance.  It will be helpful to the selection committee if you can comment specifically on the applicant's fluency in Russian, general stamina, sense of responsibility and humor, and other qualities that contribute to individual endurance under stress.  Keep in mind that the success of this rigorous program depends on each student's ability to meet the academic, emotional and physical demands upon him/her.  Thank you for your cooperation.

The scale below should be used when completing question number three of the American Councils Personal Reference Form.  It is adapted from the ILR/ACTFL proficiency guidelines.

a)  Speaking Ability

0     unable to function

0+   able to satisfy some basic survival needs using memorized utterances

1     basic survival needs and courtesy requirements as well as autobiographical information; some accuracy throughout

1+   able to satisfy most survival and some social demands with some spontaneity in language production; fluency  is uneven

2     able to satisfy routine social demands and social requirements

2+   communicates readily on concrete topics and in areas of special interest; grammar and vocabulary generally strong

3     able to speak the language with sufficient structural accuracy to participate effectively in most formal and  informal

       conversations

4     speaking ability near or equal to that of an educated native

b)  Reading Ability

0     no functional ability

0+   reads only simplest material

1      reads simple material for informative or social purposes

1+    reads simple paragraphs for personal communication, information, or recreational purposes

2      reads authentic material on familiar topics

2+    can read most factual information in non-technical prose and discussions on concrete topics related to special interests

3      reads a wide range of publications on a variety of topics

4      reading ability near or equal to that of a native speaker

c)  Listening Ability

0      no practical ability

0+    recognizes memorized phrases and longer phrases in context

1      understands utterances about basic survival needs and very familiar topics at a slow rate

1+    understands short conversations about most survival needs and limited social conventions

2      limited understanding of routine social conventions and some school or work requirements at normal speed

2+    understands most conversations on familiar topics (school, work, well-known current events) at normal speed

3      understands the target language in most situations (discussions, radio broadcasts, non-technical lectures and  areas of special  

        interest, films)

6 understanding near or equal to that of an educated native speaker

American Councils for International Education: ACTR/ACCELS

Business Russian Language and InternshipProgram

Application Checklist 

Submit an original and three copies of all items, except where otherwise noted. Each copy should be collated.

  Applications submitted without required copies will not be considered.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Your completed application form (original and three copies). 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 English Statement of Purpose (original and three copies).

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Russian Essay (original and three copies). 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Three letters of recommendation (may be submitted separately; only originals needed).

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Official Transcripts  (may be submitted separately; only originals needed).

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 $35 processing fee (check or money order).

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Placement test proctor information sheet (original only).

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Agreement & Release form (original only).

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 An electronic scan of the inside page of your passport, (and your green card if applicable) has been emailed to American Councils at the address outbound@americancouncils.org 

