Happy New Year Chairs!!!

The annual ACTR Olympiada of Spoken Russian breakfast (12/28/09) had lively discussions, along with the realization that it is time to revisit the original mission for Olympiadas in order to better accommodate the expanding population within our Russian sphere, such as heritage learners, home/schooled students and other students not affiliated with a school based Russian program.

Betsy Sandstrom and Natalia Ushakova volunteered to digest the current regulations and bring recommendations for possible changes at the next breakfast to be held in early January of 2011.

With regards to the 2010 competitions, please note that teachers are to proceed as in the past by sending George Morris (olympiada@sbcglobal.net) the student registrations well in advance of the date of competition. The chairs are to continue sending the results of the competitions to George in order to receive certificates and medals. Chairs are also responsible for sending the names of the top finalist (both regular and heritage) to George, along with a usable picture of each finalist (for future publication in ACTR Newsletter). A decision was made to reward the top finalist from each state/region with a special letter of congratulations, a special certificate, and a set of Russian dictionaries.

Those states/regions who are unable to generate more than one school for Olympiada competitions (our published Olympiada Procedures state 2 or more are required) will be allowed to do so this coming spring, but for the 2011 competitions, all states/regions will be expected to abide by the rule of 2 or more schools.

All participating teachers will be required to be current dues paying  ACTR members, for the 2011 competitions

Much discussion centered around special competitions held outside of the traditional state/region setting. Last year a “pilot program” was initiated in NYCity to accommodate a large group of heritage learners to hold an Olympiada. A consensus was reached that this special Olympiada would be able to continue only if the same ACTR materials were used as in all other competitions and an ACTR member-observer were present at the competition.
The breakfast meeting underscored the need to start thinking of making changes for future Olympiadas in order to accommodate a larger community.

We would appreciate any feedback or input on the above; do not hesitate to write if anything is unclear.

Keep us posted on the dates of your spring competitions.

Halina Danchenko & George Morris

Co-Chairs
