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Application INformation only – 
this is not an application

TITLE VIII SPECIAL INITIATIVES FELLOWSHIP PROGRAM
The Title VIII Special Initiatives Fellowship provides Support for Policy-Relevant Research in Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan and Turkmenistan. Programs are funded by the United States Department of State’s Title VIII Program for Research and Training on Eastern Europe and Eurasia (Independent States of the Former Soviet Union). Programs are administered by American Councils for International Education: ACTR/ACCELS.
This application is free of charge and may be duplicated. Applications should be typewritten if possible; otherwise, please PRINT legibly in black ink.
ADDRESS FOR SUBMITTING APPLICATIONS:

Program Officer, Russian and Eurasian Outbound Programs

American Councils for International Education: ACTR/ACCELS

1776 Massachusetts Avenue, NW, Suite 700

Washington, D.C. 20036

(202) 833-7522

http://www.americancouncils.org/researchFellowships.php

Please note that the 2010 application for the deadline Oct. 1, 2010 will be posted in early summer 2010. Application instructions may change.






I. PROGRAM DESCRIPTION


The Special Initiatives Fellowship Program was established in 2000 to support policy-relevant research in the vitally important countries of Central Asia and the South Caucasus. It provides grants of up to $35,000 for policy-relevant topics in Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan and Turkmenistan.* Applicants must hold a Ph.D. in a policy-relevant field. Scholars must conduct full-time research for at least four months in the field. This program is funded by the U.S. Department of State's Title VIII Program for Research and Training on Eastern Europe and Eurasia (Independent States of the Former Soviet Union). 
*Please note that Title VIII funding cannot be used in countries under a U.S. government travel warning. For more information about current travel warnings, please visit the State Department website at www.travel.state.gov. 

II. ELIGIBILITY


Applicants must:

· Hold a Ph.D. in a policy-relevant field. The term "policy relevant" includes but is not limited to: anthropology, area studies, economics, education, history, international relations, language and linguistics, law, political science, security studies, and sociology;

· Have a level of reading, writing and speaking proficiency in a language of the region that is sufficient to conduct independent research and engage colleagues, or who are able to demonstrate that such proficiency is not essential to the successful completion of the research;
· Plan to conduct at least four months of full-time research in Central Asia or the Caucasus on a topic that will enable U.S. policy makers to better understand the region;

· Plan to begin their projects between June 1, 2011 and June 30, 2012; and complete projects by September 30, 2012;

· Be a U.S. citizen or permanent resident at the time of application.

III. GENERAL PROVISIONS


Applicants may apply to only one Title VIII-funded American Councils program per application cycle. The Title VIII programs administered by American Councils include the Combined Research & Language Training program, Research Scholar program, Special Initiatives Fellowship, and the Southeast European Research Scholar program and the Southeast European Language Training program. If you have questions about which program you are best suited for, please contact American Councils. 
While a wide-range of topics receive support each year, all funded research must contribute to a body of knowledge enabling the U.S. to better understand the region and formulate more effective policies within it. All applicants for Title VIII support will be asked to clearly address in writing the policy-relevance of their work, be it in anthropology, history, international relations, political science, or some other field. 
In order to receive Title VIII funding, applicants must be U.S. citizens or permanent residents. All applications will receive consideration without regard to any factor such as race, color, religion, sex, sexual orientation, national origin, marital status, political affiliation, or disability. 

IV. SUBMISSION OF APPLICATIONS AND DEADLINE INFORMATION


All applications must be typed or written neatly in black ink. Please submit originals and four collated photocopies (in the following order): application form, budget form, research proposal and bibliography, research synopsis in host-country language, policy-relevance essay, archive list and/or questionnaire, and curriculum vitae. Do not staple originals. Applications submitted without copies will not be considered. Letters of recommendation may be sent separately to American Councils. All materials must be postmarked by the applicable deadline date. Applicants should retain a copy of the application for their records, as no applications will be returned after the end of the competition.

American Councils reserves the right to verify all of the information indicated in the application. In the event that there is a discrepancy, or information is found to be false, the application will immediately be declared invalid and the applicant ineligible.

APPLICATION DEADLINE
The deadline for 2010 will be October 1st, 2010:
Programs must begin between June 2011 and June 2012; and must be completed by September 30, 2012. For more information, please contact the Outbound office at 202-833-7522; email: outbound@americancouncils.org.

ADDRESS FOR SUBMITTING APPLICATIONS

Program Officer, Russian and Eurasian Outbound Programs

American Councils for International Education: ACTR/ACCELS

1776 Massachusetts Avenue, NW, Suite 700

Washington, D.C. 20036

(202) 833-7522

V. APPLICATION INSTRUCTIONS Please read all instructions carefully before completing this application. 

FORMS
All forms must be typewritten or hand-printed in black ink. All sections of the application must be completed; incomplete applications will not be considered. Submit an original and four copies (must be collated according to the order listed below). Do not staple originals. Applications submitted without photocopies will not be considered.

Submit the original and four copies in the following order:
1) Your completed application form

2) Budget form

3) Research proposal and bibliography

4) Research synopsis in host-country language or demonstration that language proficiency is not essential to the successful completion of the project

5) Policy-relevance essay

6) Archive list and/or questionnaire for interviews or surveys

7) Curriculum vitae or resume

American Councils must receive one of each of the following:

· Photocopy of the inside page of your passport, clearly showing photograph, passport number, and expiration date as well as a photocopy of your green card, if applicable. (only one copy needed)

· Two letters of recommendation (placed in sealed envelope with the recommender’s signature across the back, may be submitted separately)
BUDGET FORM

Please include the original and four copies of the budget form. Selection committee members and outside reviewers understand that these figures are based on estimates.

RESEARCH PROPOSAL
All proposals must be typed or printed in English and must be three (3) to five (5) pages in length (double-spaced/11 or 12 pt type). Please submit the original and four photocopies of your research proposal. A bibliography should be attached to the proposal.

The most important part of this application is the description of your proposed policy-relevant research. In your proposal, you should:

· State your hypothesis concisely and completely.

· Describe your research objectives and how you plan to achieve them in Central Asia or the Caucasus.

· Describe research work you have already conducted in this area and how it is related to the research you plan to undertake in Central Asia or the Caucasus.

· Describe how you will use this research for the benefit of your field, and how this relates to policy on the region.

· Describe how you will share this research with colleagues.

· Cite published research on your topic and colleagues whose research is in the same area.

· Indicate important Eurasian colleagues, archives, libraries, and other resources you propose to utilize while in Central Asia or the Caucasus.

· Clearly outline materials you need for your research that are not available in the United States.

· Attach a bibliography.

RESEARCH SYNOPSIS IN HOST-COUNTRY LANGUAGE OR DEMONSTRATION THAT LANGUAGE PROFICIENCY IS NOT ESSENTIAL TO THE SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION OF THE PROJECT
Applicants are required to write a synopsis of their research in the language of their proposed host country in order to demonstrate language skills sufficient to conduct their intended fieldwork. In cases where the regional host-country language differs from the language in which the applicant will conduct research, he/she should write the synopsis in the language in which he/she will conduct research. The research synopsis should be approximately 700 words long; it must be typed or printed in black ink in the host-country language. The synopsis must be entirely the applicant’s own work, written without help, correction, or revision by any other person. Please note that selection committees and outside reviewers are easily able to recognize essays that have been edited by native speakers.

If the project does not require proficiency in a language of the region to conduct the research and engage colleagues, this component of the application should explain why such proficiency is not necessary.
DISCUSSION OF POLICY RELEVANCE
In addition to (and separate from) your research proposal, please write a one to two page essay (double spaced, 11 or 12 pt. type) discussing the policy-relevance of your research. American Councils and the U.S. Department of State must be able to provide cogent explanations of the policy relevance of all Title VIII-supported projects. Please describe in detail the ways in which your work serves U.S. national interests and contributes to a body of knowledge that will assist U.S. analysts and decision makers in developing more effective policies in the region. Submit one original and four copies of the policy-relevance essay.
CURRICULUM VITAE
Please include an original and four copies of your curriculum vitae or resume.
PASSPORT
Please submit one clear photocopy of the interior page of your passport, clearly showing the photograph, passport number, and expiration date. The passport must be valid for at least eighteen months from the start of your proposed travel to Eurasia. If your passport will expire before then, you should apply for a new one immediately and contact the American Councils office. Your passport must also contain at least two blank, facing visa pages (not amendment pages). Most Eurasian countries require your actual passport with your visa application; in most instances, the passport must meet the same time requirements as those described above. If you are a permanent resident, please also submit a copy of your green card.

LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION

Each applicant must submit two letters of recommendation from colleagues, professors, or other qualified persons who are familiar with the applicant's work. Letters may be submitted separately from the application itself, and in that case mailed to the appropriate address above. Each letter should be placed in an envelope that carries the recommender’s signature across the seal. 
APPLICATION CHECKLIST
Please review the enclosed checklist at the end of the application and submit it with your application. 

MEDICAL FORMS AND REQUIREMENTS
Medical forms are not required for application to the program. However, all final awards are contingent upon receipt of medical evaluation forms completed by the applicant's physician. American Councils will provide these forms to finalists with award letters. Forms must be returned to American Councils within eight weeks of receipt. Failure to return these forms may result in the withdrawal of the fellowship award.

Under a 1995 Russian law, any person applying for an educational Russian visa must present a certificate showing that the individual is HIV negative. The certificate may be in either Russian or English, and the HIV test must have been taken no more than three months before the date of entry into Russia. Similar laws have been adopted or are under consideration by other Eurasian countries; American Councils can provide current information. An HIV certificate should not accompany initial applications; finalists may be requested to provide this certificate as part of their visa processing.

VI. APPLICATION INFORMATION Please read all information carefully before completing this application.

NOTIFICATION
All applicants will be notified of the results by mail approximately twelve weeks after the application deadline. If you are selected as an alternate, please be aware that notification of final funding results could take longer than twelve weeks.
PROGRAM FUNDING
The U.S. Department of State's Title VIII Program for Research and Training on Eastern Europe and Eurasia (Independent States of the Former Soviet Union) makes funding available for qualified U.S. citizens and permanent residents participating in this program. 

SELECTION

All applications are reviewed by outside readers with expertise in the applicant's specific research field. Written comments from these evaluators, along with all application materials, are then reviewed by a final, independent selection committee of leading U.S. scholars. Criteria used to evaluate applications include (but are not limited to): 

· Relevance of research to U.S. policy makers 

· Potential of proposed research to provide new insights into the region and/or discipline 

· Project focus and degree to which timelines for completion of research are realistic 

· Sufficiency of applicant's training and background, including knowledge of existing literature

· Degree of scholarly need for access to resources overseas
· Sufficiency of applicant's language skills to carry out the proposed work (as demonstrated by the applicant's research synopsis and at least one letter of reference) or demonstration that proficiency in a language of is not necessary to conduct research.
LOGISTICAL SUPPORT
Upon request, American Councils can assist fellows with logistical support. Host university officials and American Councils staff are uniquely situated to assist in registering visas in Eurasia, but it is each individual scholar's responsibility to begin registration and renewals in a timely fashion. American Councils cannot provide visas for scholars' family members.
FLY AMERICA ACT
Scholars must make arrangements for the Trans-Atlantic flight to be on a U.S. carrier, in order to remain in compliance with the Fly America Act. Scholars must also provide American Councils with receipts of international airfare, in order to demonstrate compliance.
FAMILY
There are no provisions for family members to accompany scholars. No financial support, visas, or letters of support will be provided to accommodate the travel of family members of program participants. 
FINAL REPORTING REQUIREMENTS
Participants are required to submit a final program report and a summary of your research to be published on the American Councils website. 

NOTE: The application for the October 1, 2010 deadline will be available during summer 2010. Please note that these application instructions may slightly change with new application. If you have questions regarding the application process, please contact the Outbound Office at American Councils for International Education (phone: 202-833-7522; email: outbound@americancouncils.org).
This application can be obtained online at www.americancouncils.org.















